john hagee four blood moon

john hagee four blood moon has captivated the attention of many, sparking discussions and
interpretations that delve into biblical prophecy and celestial events. This article aims to provide a
comprehensive and in-depth examination of Pastor John Hagee's teachings on the "Four Blood
Moon" phenomenon. We will explore the astronomical basis of these occurrences, Hagee's
theological interpretations, the specific biblical passages he references, and the historical and
prophetic significance attributed to these lunar events. Furthermore, we will address common
questions and controversies surrounding his predictions, offering a balanced perspective on this
compelling subject. Understanding the "Four Blood Moon" requires an exploration of both scientific
observation and deeply held religious beliefs, a journey this article will undertake with clarity and
detail.
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¢ The Enduring Impact of the Four Blood Moon Prophecy

The Astronomical Phenomenon of the Four Blood
Moons

The term "Four Blood Moon," as popularized by Pastor John Hagee, refers to a specific astronomical
event known as a lunar tetrad. A lunar tetrad is a series of four consecutive total lunar eclipses that
occur over a period of approximately two years, with no more than six full moons between each
eclipse. This is a relatively rare occurrence, which has contributed to its perceived significance in
prophetic circles. Unlike a single blood moon, which is a common occurrence, a tetrad is statistically
less frequent.

During a total lunar eclipse, the Earth passes directly between the Sun and the Moon, casting a
shadow on the lunar surface. While the Earth blocks direct sunlight, some sunlight is refracted
through the Earth's atmosphere and bent towards the Moon. This refracted light, predominantly in
the red spectrum, illuminates the Moon, giving it a reddish or coppery hue, hence the term "blood
moon." The exact color can vary depending on atmospheric conditions, such as dust and volcanic ash
present in the Earth's atmosphere.



Understanding Lunar Eclipses

Lunar eclipses can be total, partial, or penumbral. A total lunar eclipse occurs when the Moon
passes entirely into the Earth's umbra, the darkest part of its shadow. A partial lunar eclipse
happens when only a portion of the Moon enters the umbra, and a penumbral eclipse occurs when
the Moon passes through the Earth's fainter outer shadow, the penumbra. Hagee's "Four Blood
Moon" prophecy specifically focuses on the tetrads consisting of total lunar eclipses.

The Rarity of Lunar Tetrads

While lunar eclipses themselves are not uncommon, the occurrence of four consecutive total lunar
eclipses within a single tetrad is a notable celestial alignment. Astronomers track these events
through predictable orbital mechanics. The pattern of tetrads is not random but follows
mathematical and physical laws governing the celestial bodies. Hagee's interpretation, however,
imbues these astronomical events with a supernatural and prophetic significance, linking them to
specific end-time prophecies.

John Hagee's Prophetic Interpretation

Pastor John Hagee, founder and senior pastor of Cornerstone Church in San Antonio, Texas, brought
the concept of the "Four Blood Moon" to widespread public attention through his book "Four Blood
Moons: Something is About to Change" and subsequent sermons. His central thesis is that these
specific lunar tetrads are signs from God, pointing to momentous events on Earth, particularly
concerning the nation of Israel and the end times as described in biblical prophecy. He posits that
God uses celestial events as markers to signal significant shifts in His plan for humanity.

Hagee's interpretation is rooted in his understanding of biblical texts that speak of the sun and moon
being darkened or turned to blood as signs preceding the Day of the Lord. He believes that the
pattern of blood moons in recent history and their alignment with significant Jewish holidays, such
as Passover and Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles), are not coincidental but divine orchestrations
designed to alert humanity to imminent prophetic fulfillment. His teachings often emphasize a sense
of urgency and a call to spiritual preparedness.

The Blood Moon as a Divine Sign

According to Hagee, the "blood moon" is not merely an astronomical curiosity but a celestial sign of
divine import. He argues that God speaks through the heavens, and these specific lunar events are
messages meant to be understood by those who are spiritually attuned. The color red itself is often
associated with warning and significant biblical events, further fueling his interpretation of these
eclipses as harbingers of major world changes.



Linking Blood Moons to Israel and Prophecy

A cornerstone of Hagee's "Four Blood Moon" theory is its perceived connection to the history and
future of Israel. He points to instances where lunar tetrads have coincided with significant events in
Jewish history, such as the end of the Babylonian exile and the re-establishment of the State of
Israel. He interprets these correlations as evidence that God is using these blood moons to signal
pivotal moments related to His covenant people and His prophetic timeline for the end times.

Biblical Foundations of the Four Blood Moon Theory

John Hagee's interpretation of the "Four Blood Moon" phenomenon draws heavily from specific
passages within the Old and New Testaments. He meticulously analyzes verses that describe
celestial signs as precursors to significant divine judgments or the fulfillment of prophecy. The most
frequently cited passages include Joel 2:31, Acts 2:20, and Revelation 6:12. These verses speak of
the sun turning to darkness and the moon to blood, often in the context of the "great and terrible day
of the Lord."

Hagee contends that these biblical descriptions are not metaphorical but literal pronouncements of
events that will manifest through observable celestial occurrences. He sees the lunar tetrads as the
most direct and verifiable fulfillment of these prophetic declarations. His approach involves a close

reading of scripture combined with historical astronomical data to identify patterns he believes God
has woven into the fabric of creation to communicate His coming plans.

Joel's Prophecy of Celestial Signs

The Book of Joel contains a pivotal passage that Hagee frequently references: "The sun shall be
turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD
come" (Joel 2:31). Hagee interprets "the moon into blood" as a direct reference to total lunar
eclipses. He sees the "great and terrible day of the Lord" as a period of immense divine judgment
and intervention in human history, often associated with the end times and the second coming of
Christ.

Peter's Pentecostal Preaching

In the Book of Acts, the Apostle Peter quotes Joel's prophecy on the day of Pentecost: "And I will
show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood: Before that great and
notable day of the Lord come" (Acts 2:19-20). Hagee uses this to reinforce the idea that these
celestial signs are divinely appointed indicators of significant prophetic moments, the understanding
of which was even present from the early church.



The Revelation of the Sixth Seal

The Book of Revelation also describes celestial disturbances as part of the unfolding of God's end-
time judgments. Revelation 6:12 states: "And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo,
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became
as blood." Hagee interprets this as a direct correlation, linking the darkening of the sun and the
moon turning to blood with the opening of the sixth seal, a pivotal event in the apocalyptic narrative.

Historical Occurrences and Prophetic Significance

A key component of John Hagee's "Four Blood Moon" prophecy is the historical alignment of lunar
tetrads with significant events, particularly concerning Israel. He meticulously researched past
tetrads and noted instances where they coincided with major milestones in Jewish history or periods
of significant geopolitical upheaval. This historical correlation, he argues, strengthens the prophetic
weight of these lunar events.

For example, Hagee points to the tetrads of 1493-1494, which occurred around the time of the
expulsion of Jews from Spain, and the tetrad of 1949-1950, which followed shortly after the re-
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. He also highlights the tetrad of 1967-1968, which
coincided with the Six-Day War, a conflict of immense significance for Israel and the geopolitical
landscape of the Middle East. These examples are presented as evidence that blood moon tetrads
have historically preceded or accompanied events of profound consequence for the Jewish people
and, by extension, for God's prophetic plan.

Tetrads and the Nation of Israel

Hagee's narrative strongly emphasizes the connection between blood moon tetrads and the destiny
of Israel. He believes that these celestial alignments serve as divine confirmation of God's continued
covenant with the Jewish people and His ongoing involvement in world affairs leading to the ultimate
fulfillment of biblical prophecy. The timing of these events in relation to significant anniversaries or
conflicts involving Israel is seen as particularly telling.

Notable Historical Tetrads Cited by Hagee

1493-1494: Coincided with the expulsion of Jews from Spain.

1949-1950: Followed the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948.

1967-1968: Occurred around the Six-Day War.

2014-2015: A more recent tetrad that Hagee identified as a significant harbinger.



The assertion is that these patterns are not mere coincidences but divine signposts, urging believers
to recognize the signs of the times and to be prepared for the fulfillment of biblical prophecy.

Criticism and Alternative Perspectives

While John Hagee's "Four Blood Moon" teachings have garnered a significant following, they have
also faced considerable criticism from both scientific and theological perspectives. Critics often
point to the fact that lunar tetrads are not as rare as Hagee sometimes implies and that past tetrads
have not always been accompanied by cataclysmic events as his predictions might suggest.
Furthermore, the selective interpretation of biblical verses and historical events to fit a pre-
determined narrative is a common point of contention.

Astronomers emphasize that the occurrence of lunar tetrads is predictable and stems from the
orbital mechanics of the Earth and Moon. They argue that attributing prophetic significance to these
natural events is a misinterpretation of science. The "blood moon" itself is a result of atmospheric
scattering of light, a phenomenon understandable through physics. While it is a beautiful and awe-
inspiring sight, it does not inherently carry divine messages or foretell specific global events.

Scientific Counterarguments to the Prophecy

The scientific community largely views Hagee's claims as an anthropocentric interpretation of
natural phenomena. They highlight that celestial events are governed by universal laws and do not
occur specifically for human observation or to signal divine interventions. The frequency of lunar
tetrads, while not common in any single lifetime, has occurred many times throughout history and
will continue to occur. The specific tetrad of 2014-2015, for instance, passed without the world-
altering prophetic events that some had anticipated based on Hagee's predictions.

Theological Concerns and Interpretations

From a theological standpoint, some scholars and pastors argue that Hagee's approach to prophecy
is speculative and can lead to misinterpretations or unnecessary fear among believers. They caution
against assigning specific dates or events to biblical prophecies, citing Jesus' own words that "about
that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father"
(Matthew 24:36). Many theologians advocate for a more cautious and less literal interpretation of
apocalyptic scriptures, focusing on the broader themes of God's sovereignty, human responsibility,
and the ultimate triumph of good over evil.

Alternative interpretations often suggest that the "signs in the sun and moon" mentioned in scripture
are more symbolic or refer to broader periods of tribulation and divine judgment rather than specific
astronomical occurrences tied to a particular tetrad. The emphasis is placed on spiritual readiness
and living a faithful life regardless of when or how prophecies might be fulfilled.



The Enduring Impact of the Four Blood Moon Prophecy

Despite the criticisms and differing interpretations, John Hagee's "Four Blood Moon" prophecy has
had a significant and lasting impact on a segment of the Christian population. It has brought a
heightened awareness of biblical prophecy, astronomical events, and the perceived signs of the
times to a wide audience. For many, the prophecy served as a catalyst for deeper study of scripture,
increased prayer, and a re-evaluation of their spiritual lives.

The phenomenon itself, the "blood moon," has become more widely recognized and discussed due to
Hagee's teachings. This has led to increased public interest in astronomy and the intersection of
faith and science. Even those who do not subscribe to the prophetic interpretations often find the
astronomical event itself to be a source of wonder and contemplation. The discussions generated by
the "Four Blood Moon" have stimulated conversations about faith, the interpretation of ancient texts,
and humanity's place in the cosmos.

Ultimately, the legacy of the "Four Blood Moon" prophecy lies in its ability to engage people with
profound questions about faith, the future, and the nature of divine communication. Whether viewed
as a literal prophetic sign or a natural celestial spectacle, it has undeniably left its mark on
contemporary religious discourse and public consciousness.

FAQ

Q: What exactly is a "Four Blood Moon" according to John
Hagee?

A: According to Pastor John Hagee, a "Four Blood Moon" refers to a lunar tetrad, which is a rare
occurrence of four consecutive total lunar eclipses happening over a period of approximately two
years. Hagee interprets these tetrads as significant prophetic signs from God, indicating momentous
events related to Israel and the end times.

Q: Which biblical passages does John Hagee use to support his
Four Blood Moon theory?

A: John Hagee primarily draws support for his theory from passages such as Joel 2:31, Acts 2:20, and
Revelation 6:12. These verses describe celestial signs, including the moon turning to blood,
preceding the "great and terrible day of the Lord."

Q: What historical events does Hagee associate with previous
Four Blood Moon occurrences?

A: Hagee points to historical tetrads that coincided with significant events in Jewish history. Notable
examples he cites include the period around the expulsion of Jews from Spain (1493-1494), the
establishment of the State of Israel (1949-1950 tetrad), and the Six-Day War (1967-1968 tetrad).



Q: Are Four Blood Moons (lunar tetrads) a rare astronomical
phenomenon?

A: While lunar tetrads are less common than single lunar eclipses, they are not exceedingly rare.
Astronomically speaking, they are predictable based on the orbital mechanics of the Earth and
Moon. There have been many tetrads throughout history and there will be more in the future.

Q: What are the main criticisms of John Hagee's Four Blood
Moon prophecy?

A: Criticisms come from both scientific and theological viewpoints. Scientifically, critics argue that
tetrads are natural and predictable celestial events, not divine signs. Theologically, some scholars
caution against speculative interpretations of prophecy, emphasizing that the timing of end-time
events is unknown.

Q: Did the specific Four Blood Moon tetrad of 2014-2015 lead
to the major prophetic events Hagee predicted?

A: The tetrad of 2014-2015 occurred without the specific, catastrophic, or world-altering prophetic
events that some interpretations, including elements of Hagee's predictions, might have suggested.
This has led many critics to question the predictive accuracy of the prophecy.

Q: How does the scientific explanation of a "blood moon"
differ from Hagee's prophetic interpretation?

A: Scientifically, a "blood moon" is the result of Earth's atmosphere scattering sunlight during a total
lunar eclipse. Blue light is scattered away, allowing more red light to pass through and illuminate
the Moon. Hagee's interpretation views this as a divinely orchestrated sign with prophetic meaning,
rather than a purely atmospheric optical effect.

Q: What is the overall impact of Hagee's "Four Blood Moon"
teachings?

A: Hagee's teachings have significantly raised public awareness about biblical prophecy and lunar
eclipses. They have prompted many to study the Bible more deeply and consider the signs of the
times, while also sparking debate and varied interpretations within religious and scientific
communities.
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