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John Hagee and the Four Blood Moons: Prophecy, Astronomy, and Controversy

john hagee and the four blood moons have become synonymous with discussions surrounding biblical prophecy
and celestial events. Pastor John Hagee, a prominent televangelist, brought significant attention to the
astronomical phenomenon of a lunar tetrad, commonly referred to as "four blood moons," linking it to end-time
prophecies. This article delves into the core of Hagee's interpretation, exploring the astronomical basis of
blood moons, the specific tetrads he highlighted, and the widespread theological and scientific discussions that
ensued. We will examine the biblical passages often cited in relation to these events, analyze the
interpretations presented by Hagee and his critics, and consider the broader implications of such prophetic
pronouncements. Understanding the nuances of John Hagee's Four Blood Moons theory requires a look at both
the celestial mechanics and the theological frameworks that shape these powerful beliefs.
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What is a Blood Moon?

The term "blood moon" is a colloquial and evocative description for a full moon that appears reddish or
coppery during a total lunar eclipse. This striking visual phenomenon occurs when the Earth passes directly
between the Sun and the Moon, casting a shadow upon the lunar surface. While the Earth blocks direct
sunlight, some sunlight is refracted through the Earth's atmosphere and scattered onto the Moon's surface.
The specific color of the blood moon – ranging from a deep red to a pale orange – depends on the conditions of
the Earth's atmosphere at the time of the eclipse, including the presence of clouds, dust, or volcanic ash.

This phenomenon has been observed and documented throughout history, often imbued with cultural and
religious significance across various civilizations. The reddish hue is not indicative of any inherent change in the
Moon itself but rather a result of how light interacts with our planet's atmosphere. It is a testament to the
intricate dance between celestial bodies and the atmospheric filter that our Earth provides. The visual impact
of a blood moon can be profound, often leading to awe and contemplation, which has undoubtedly contributed
to its prominent role in mythological and prophetic narratives.

The Lunar Tetrad: Four Blood Moons in Sequence

A lunar tetrad is an astronomical event characterized by four consecutive total lunar eclipses that occur
within a period of two years. This is a relatively rare occurrence. In a tetrad, there are no partial or
penumbral lunar eclipses; each eclipse in the sequence is a total lunar eclipse. The term "tetrad" itself signifies a
group of four. The timing of these eclipses is governed by the complex orbital mechanics of the Earth and Moon
relative to the Sun, and the cyclical nature of eclipse seasons.

The rarity of a lunar tetrad is what makes it particularly noteworthy for those who interpret celestial
events through a prophetic lens. While individual lunar eclipses are not uncommon, experiencing four total
eclipses in such close succession, without intervening partial eclipses, presents a distinct pattern. This pattern



is what drew the attention of religious scholars and enthusiasts, leading to various interpretations regarding
its potential significance. The precise astronomical alignments required for a tetrad underscore its infrequent
nature, making it a point of interest for both scientific observation and theological speculation.

John Hagee's Prophetic Interpretation

Pastor John Hagee, founder of Cornerstone Church and Christians United for Israel, brought widespread
attention to the concept of the "four blood moons" through his books and sermons. He posited that a specific
series of lunar tetrads occurring in 2014 and 2015 held significant prophetic meaning, particularly concerning
events foretold in biblical prophecy. Hagee's interpretation centers on the belief that these celestial events are
signs from God, signaling imminent and momentous biblical occurrences, often linked to the end times and the re-
establishment of Israel.

His central argument is that these tetrads, coinciding with Jewish holidays, are not mere astronomical
coincidences but divinely ordained signals. He draws parallels to historical events and biblical prophecies,
suggesting that similar astronomical alignments have preceded significant shifts in global history and the
trajectory of the Jewish people. This interpretation suggests a direct correlation between the observable
heavens and God's unfolding plan for humanity, placing a strong emphasis on the divine timing of these celestial
displays. Hagee's teachings have resonated with a large audience, sparking widespread discussion and debate
within evangelical Christian circles.

Biblical Passages and Their Relation to Blood Moons

Hagee and proponents of his theory often cite specific passages from the Bible that speak of celestial signs
preceding significant events. The most frequently referenced verses come from the Old and New Testaments,
particularly from the books of Joel, Acts, and Revelation. These passages describe the sun being darkened and
the moon turning to blood, often in the context of divine judgment or the coming of the Day of the Lord.

One of the key passages is found in the Book of Joel, chapter 2, verses 30-31: "And I will show wonders in the
heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon
to blood, before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes." Similarly, in the Book of Acts, Peter quotes
Joel during his sermon on the Day of Pentecost, further associating the moon turning to blood with prophetic
fulfillment. The Book of Revelation also contains verses that speak of the sun being darkened and the moon not
giving its light, contributing to the prophetic framework used to interpret blood moons. These verses, when
taken in conjunction with the occurrence of lunar tetrads, form the bedrock of Hagee's prophetic assertions.

Key Blood Moon Tetrads Highlighted by Hagee

John Hagee specifically focused on two particular lunar tetrads that occurred in 2014-2015 and earlier in
2003-2004. He identified these tetrads as fulfilling the prophetic criteria he laid out, primarily due to their
occurrence on or around significant Jewish holidays, namely Passover and Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles).
The alignment of these astronomical events with these religious observances was central to his argument for
their divine significance.

The tetrad of 2014-2015 saw total lunar eclipses on April 15, 2014; October 8, 2014; April 4, 2015; and
September 28, 2015. Hagee pointed out that these eclipses fell on or adjacent to significant Jewish holy days,
a pattern he argued was not coincidental. He also drew attention to previous tetrads that coincided with
critical moments in Jewish history, such as the 1493-1494 tetrad which occurred after the expulsion of Jews
from Spain, and the 1949-1950 tetrad which followed the establishment of the State of Israel. These



historical correlations were used to bolster his thesis that the 2014-2015 tetrad signaled a period of
profound prophetic fulfillment and significant events related to Israel and the Messianic era.

Theological Perspectives and Critiques

The interpretations put forth by John Hagee regarding the four blood moons have generated considerable
discussion and a range of theological perspectives. While many within his following find his assertions
compelling and biblically supported, numerous theologians and biblical scholars have offered critiques. A
primary point of contention is the method of biblical interpretation, with critics arguing that Hagee's approach
is overly literal and prone to eisegesis, where meaning is read into scripture rather than drawn out of it.

Many scholars emphasize that the biblical passages mentioning the moon turning to blood are often presented in
a symbolic or apocalyptic context, describing widespread upheaval rather than a literal astronomical event
signaling a specific timeline. They argue that applying these symbolic prophecies to specific, calendar-bound
astronomical occurrences can lead to misinterpretations and undue alarm. Furthermore, the scientific
explanation for blood moons as a natural phenomenon of lunar eclipses is often contrasted with prophetic
claims, with critics suggesting that the celestial alignment is not unique in its prophetic potential. The focus
on specific tetrads, while astronomically verifiable, is questioned by those who believe that associating them
with definitive end-time prophecies is speculative and not directly supported by the entirety of biblical teaching.

Scientific Explanations of Lunar Eclipses

From a scientific standpoint, a "blood moon" is simply a total lunar eclipse. This occurs when the Earth is
positioned precisely between the Sun and the Moon, preventing direct sunlight from reaching the lunar surface.
Instead, sunlight is filtered and refracted by the Earth's atmosphere. As light passes through the atmosphere,
shorter, bluer wavelengths are scattered away, while longer, redder wavelengths are more effectively
transmitted. This remaining red light illuminates the Moon, giving it its characteristic reddish or coppery
appearance.

The intensity and hue of the blood moon can vary depending on the condition of the Earth's atmosphere at the
time of the eclipse. Factors such as volcanic dust, pollution, or cloud cover can influence how much light is
scattered and absorbed. For example, a more atmospheric dust or particulate matter can lead to a darker,
redder blood moon. The predictability of lunar eclipses is based on well-understood celestial mechanics,
governed by the orbits of the Earth and Moon around the Sun. Astronomers can calculate these events
centuries in advance with great precision, viewing them as natural and recurring phenomena rather than as
supernatural signs of specific prophetic events. The scientific explanation provides a factual and observable
account of the phenomenon, distinct from theological interpretations.

The Enduring Impact of John Hagee's Teachings

Despite the critiques and scientific explanations, the teachings of John Hagee on the Four Blood Moons have had
a significant and enduring impact on a segment of the Christian population. His bold pronouncements and the
clear, albeit debated, framework he presented resonated with those seeking to understand biblical prophecies in
contemporary events. The use of observable celestial phenomena, combined with deeply held religious beliefs,
created a powerful narrative that captured the attention of millions through his ministry.

The discussion surrounding John Hagee and the four blood moons has not only highlighted his influence as a
televangelist but also spurred greater interest in biblical prophecy, astronomy, and the intersection of faith
and science. Even as the specific tetrads he focused on have passed, the conversation they generated continues,



influencing how some individuals interpret current events and their perceived connection to end-time scenarios.
The phenomenon serves as a recurring topic of discussion in theological circles and among believers,
underscoring the lasting imprint of Hagee's teachings on this particular prophetic interpretation.

FAQ

Q: What is a "blood moon" according to John Hagee's interpretation?
A: According to John Hagee's interpretation, a "blood moon" refers to a full moon that appears reddish or
coppery during a total lunar eclipse. He views these events, especially when they occur in a sequence known as
a lunar tetrad, as significant signs from God related to biblical prophecy.

Q: What is a lunar tetrad and why is it significant in Hagee's prophecy?
A: A lunar tetrad is a series of four consecutive total lunar eclipses occurring within a period of
approximately two years. Hagee believes this rare astronomical occurrence, particularly when coinciding with
Jewish holidays like Passover and Sukkot, signals imminent and important biblical events related to the end
times and the nation of Israel.

Q: Which biblical passages are most often associated with John Hagee's
teachings on blood moons?
A: The biblical passages most often associated with John Hagee's teachings are found in the Book of Joel
(specifically Joel 2:30-31), the Book of Acts (Peter's sermon on Pentecost quoting Joel), and potentially
symbolic references in the Book of Revelation that describe celestial signs.

Q: What were the specific blood moon tetrads that John Hagee highlighted
as prophetic?
A: John Hagee prominently highlighted the lunar tetrad of 2014-2015, which featured total lunar eclipses on
April 15, 2014; October 8, 2014; April 4, 2015; and September 28, 2015. He also pointed to earlier tetrads,
such as 1493-1494 and 1949-1950, as historical precedents.

Q: What is the scientific explanation for a blood moon?
A: Scientifically, a blood moon is a total lunar eclipse. The reddish appearance is caused by sunlight filtering
and refracting through the Earth's atmosphere. As light passes through the atmosphere, shorter blue
wavelengths are scattered, allowing longer red wavelengths to reach the Moon, giving it a reddish hue.

Q: What are some of the main criticisms of John Hagee's blood moon
prophecy?
A: Major criticisms include arguments that Hagee's interpretation is overly literal, that biblical passages are
symbolic rather than literal astronomical predictions, and that scientific phenomena should not be conflated
with specific prophetic timelines. Critics also point out that lunar eclipses, while sometimes rare in tetrad form,
are natural astronomical events.



Q: Does the timing of blood moons with Jewish holidays hold specific
significance in Hagee's view?
A: Yes, the coincidence of blood moon tetrads with Jewish holidays like Passover and Sukkot is a cornerstone
of Hagee's interpretation. He views this alignment as a divine confirmation of their prophetic significance,
indicating God's direct involvement in orchestrating these events for specific purposes.

Q: Have there been any specific prophecies Hagee made that have come true
based on the blood moon events?
A: While Hagee has made numerous prophecies about significant world events and the future of Israel,
proponents often interpret subsequent geopolitical developments as validations. However, many of these
interpretations are subjective, and definitive, universally agreed-upon fulfilled prophecies directly tied solely
to the blood moon tetrads remain a subject of debate and differing perspectives.
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