john deere 1120 owners manual

The John Deere L120 owners manual is an indispensable resource for any owner of this popular lawn
tractor. This comprehensive guide provides all the necessary information to operate, maintain, and
troubleshoot your L120 effectively, ensuring its longevity and optimal performance. From
understanding the basic controls and safety features to performing routine maintenance tasks like oil
changes and blade sharpening, the manual covers every aspect of your L120's lifecycle. It also offers
valuable insights into proper storage, troubleshooting common issues, and identifying part numbers
for replacements. Owning a John Deere L120 means investing in a reliable piece of machinery, and
this manual is your key to unlocking its full potential. This article will delve into the critical sections of
the John Deere L120 owners manual, offering detailed explanations and practical advice for users
seeking to maximize their tractor's performance and lifespan. We will cover essential topics such as
operation, maintenance schedules, safety precautions, and troubleshooting tips.
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Understanding Your John Deere L120

The John Deere L120 is a robust lawn tractor designed for homeowners who need dependable
performance for various lawn care tasks. To truly get the most out of your L120, a thorough
understanding of its components and their functions is paramount. The owners manual serves as your
primary guide in this regard, detailing everything from the steering wheel and throttle control to the
mower deck engagement lever and parking brake. Familiarizing yourself with these controls will not
only make operation smoother but also enhance safety on your property.

Key Components and Their Functions

The John Deere L120 owners manual meticulously outlines each significant component of the tractor.
This includes details about the engine, transmission, steering system, braking system, and the mower
deck. Understanding how each part interacts with the others is crucial for efficient operation and
preventative maintenance. For instance, knowing the location and function of the hydrostatic
transmission pedals, often referred to as "forward" and "reverse" or "motion control pedals," allows
for smooth acceleration and deceleration, preventing jerky movements that can stress the drivetrain.

Furthermore, the manual provides information on the fuel tank capacity, oil capacity, and tire
pressure recommendations, all of which are vital for the tractor's operational integrity. Grasping these
basic facts will equip you with the knowledge to perform simple checks before each use, ensuring
your L120 is always ready for duty.



The Importance of Familiarizing Yourself with the Manual

It cannot be overstated how crucial it is to read and understand the John Deere L120 owners manual.
Many users underestimate the value of this document, often only consulting it when a problem arises.
However, proactive engagement with the manual before and during ownership can prevent many
potential issues. It acts as a roadmap, guiding you through the initial setup, recommended break-in
procedures, and the nuances of operating the machine safely and efficiently. This upfront investment
of time will pay dividends in the form of a longer-lasting, more reliable tractor.

Safety First: Essential Precautions from the Manual

Operating any heavy machinery, including a lawn tractor like the John Deere L120, inherently involves
risks. The owners manual dedicates significant attention to safety, providing a comprehensive list of
precautions designed to protect both the operator and bystanders. Adhering to these guidelines is not
optional; it is a critical responsibility for anyone using the L120. Ignoring safety recommendations can
lead to serious accidents, injuries, or damage to the equipment.

General Safety Guidelines

The manual outlines several fundamental safety rules that apply to all aspects of operating the John
Deere L120. These include ensuring the work area is clear of obstructions, pets, and children before
starting the engine. It also emphasizes never allowing anyone to ride on the tractor as a passenger
and always wearing appropriate safety gear, such as sturdy footwear, long pants, and eye protection.
The importance of understanding and using the parking brake correctly cannot be stressed enough,
especially when leaving the tractor unattended.

Safe Operation Practices

Specific operational safety guidelines are detailed within the manual to cover various scenarios. This
includes instructions on how to safely engage and disengage the mower deck, particularly on slopes.
The manual will advise against operating the tractor on excessively steep inclines where stability
could be compromised. It also provides guidance on how to safely refuel the tractor, emphasizing that
the engine should be turned off and allowed to cool down before adding fuel to prevent fire hazards.
Understanding the correct procedure for starting and stopping the engine is also a key safety
component.

Always perform a pre-operation inspection.

Keep bystanders and pets away from the operating area.

Never allow children to operate the tractor.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).

Understand and utilize the parking brake effectively.



* Avoid steep slopes that could lead to instability.

e Refuel only when the engine is off and cool.

Emergency Procedures

In the unlikely event of an emergency, the John Deere L120 owners manual will provide guidance on
what steps to take. This might include information on how to shut down the engine quickly in an
emergency situation or what to do if the tractor becomes unstable. Familiarizing yourself with these
procedures beforehand can be invaluable in a critical moment, ensuring a calm and effective
response.

Operating Your John Deere L120

Once you have a firm grasp of safety protocols and the tractor's basic layout, operating the John
Deere L120 becomes a straightforward and efficient process. The manual provides detailed
instructions on how to start, stop, and maneuver the tractor, as well as how to effectively use its
attachments, most notably the mower deck. Mastering these operational aspects will allow you to
tackle your lawn care duties with confidence and precision.

Starting and Stopping the Engine

The process for starting the John Deere L120 is clearly defined in the manual. It typically involves
ensuring the parking brake is engaged, the mower deck is disengaged, and the transmission lever is
in neutral. The key to starting the engine will then be turned to the "start" position. Similarly, the
procedure for stopping the engine is simple: turn the key to the "stop" position. The manual will also
cover any choke or primer bulb operations if applicable to your specific L120 model.

Maneuvering and Steering

Maneuvering the L120 is facilitated by the steering wheel and the hydrostatic transmission. The
manual will explain how to use the motion control pedals to control forward and reverse movement.
Gentle pressure on the forward pedal will move the tractor forward, while releasing it will bring it to a
stop. Applying pressure to the reverse pedal will engage backward motion. Steering is accomplished
through the steering wheel, and the manual may offer tips on turning radius and how to navigate
tight spaces effectively.

Using the Mower Deck

The mower deck is the primary attachment for most L120 owners. The manual will provide
instructions on how to engage and disengage the mower deck, typically via a lever located near the
operator's station. It will also cover height adjustment for the cutting deck, allowing you to select the
desired grass length. Understanding the correct procedure for engaging and disengaging the blades is



crucial for safety and to prevent unnecessary wear on the mower drive system.

The manual will likely offer advice on optimal mowing patterns, such as overlapping passes to ensure
a clean and uniform cut. It may also suggest adjusting the deck height based on grass type and
growth conditions. Following these operational guidelines will contribute to a well-maintained lawn
and a well-maintained tractor.

Routine Maintenance for Optimal Performance

Consistent and proper maintenance is the cornerstone of ensuring your John Deere L120 operates at
peak performance and has a long service life. The owners manual is your definitive guide to
establishing and following a maintenance schedule. Neglecting routine tasks can lead to premature
wear, unexpected breakdowns, and costly repairs. By investing a small amount of time in regular
upkeep, you safeguard your investment and ensure reliable operation for years to come.

Engine Oil and Filter Changes

The engine oil is the lifeblood of your L120's power unit. The manual will specify the correct type and
guantity of engine oil to use, as well as the recommended interval for oil and filter changes. This is
typically based on operating hours or a calendar timeframe, whichever comes first. Following these
recommendations prevents engine overheating, reduces friction, and removes contaminants that can
damage internal engine components. The procedure for changing the oil and filter will be detailed,
often with accompanying diagrams.

Air Filter and Spark Plug Maintenance

A clean air filter is essential for the engine to breathe properly and operate efficiently. The John Deere
L120 owners manual will instruct you on how to inspect, clean, or replace the air filter. A clogged air
filter can lead to a loss of power and increased fuel consumption. Similarly, spark plugs play a vital
role in igniting the fuel-air mixture. The manual will provide guidance on inspecting and replacing
spark plugs at recommended intervals to ensure reliable starting and smooth engine operation.

Mower Deck Maintenance

The mower deck requires its own set of maintenance procedures to function effectively and safely.
The manual will detail how to inspect and sharpen or replace the mower blades. Dull or damaged
blades can tear grass rather than cut it, leading to an unhealthy lawn and an uneven appearance. It
will also outline how to clean the underside of the deck to prevent grass buildup, which can affect
cutting performance and contribute to rust. Lubricating moving parts of the deck, such as the spindle
bearings, will also be covered.

Fuel System and Battery Care

Proper care of the fuel system and battery ensures your L120 starts reliably and runs without
interruption. The manual will offer advice on fuel stabilizer use, especially during seasonal storage, to



prevent fuel degradation and carburetor issues. Battery maintenance typically involves checking the
terminals for corrosion and ensuring the battery is securely mounted. The manual may also provide
instructions on how to charge the battery or jump-start the tractor if necessary.

1. Check engine oil level before each use.

2. Change engine oil and filter according to the schedule in the manual.

3. Inspect and clean or replace the air filter regularly.

4. Check and clean spark plugs at specified intervals.

5. Inspect mower blades for sharpness and damage, and sharpen or replace as needed.
6. Clean the mower deck after each use to prevent buildup.

7. Keep battery terminals clean and ensure a secure connection.

Troubleshooting Common John Deere L120 Issues

Even with diligent maintenance, occasional issues can arise with any piece of machinery. The John
Deere L120 owners manual includes a valuable troubleshooting section that can help you diagnose
and resolve common problems quickly and efficiently. This section is designed to empower owners to
address minor issues themselves, saving time and money on service calls.

Engine Not Starting

One of the most common issues is an engine that refuses to start. The manual's troubleshooting
guide will likely walk you through a series of checks. This might include verifying fuel levels, checking
the battery charge, ensuring the parking brake is engaged and the mower deck is disengaged, and
inspecting the spark plug for proper connection and condition. It may also address issues with the
ignition switch or starter solenoid.

Loss of Power or Hesitation

If your John Deere L120 is experiencing a loss of power or hesitating during operation, the manual will
offer potential causes and solutions. This could be related to a clogged air filter, a dirty fuel filter, a
problem with the carburetor, or an issue with the ignition system. Following the diagnostic steps
outlined in the manual can help pinpoint the source of the problem.

Mower Deck Not Engaging or Cutting Unevenly

Problems with the mower deck can manifest in several ways, from the deck not engaging at all to an



uneven cut. The manual will provide guidance on checking the mower deck engagement mechanism,
ensuring belts are properly tensioned and not damaged, and verifying that the deck height
adjustment is functioning correctly. It will also address issues related to bent or unbalanced blades,
which can cause vibrations and an uneven cut.

Tractor Not Moving or Slow Movement

If your L120 is not moving or exhibits sluggish movement, the troubleshooting section will offer
potential culprits. This could involve checking the hydrostatic transmission fluid level and condition,
inspecting the drive belt for wear or damage, or looking for any obstructions that might be hindering
movement. The manual will guide you through the necessary checks to identify and rectify these
mobility issues.

Finding Replacement Parts and Resources

Over time, certain components of your John Deere L120 may need replacement due to wear and tear.
The owners manual is an excellent resource for identifying the correct part numbers for various
components. Knowing these numbers ensures you order the exact part needed, preventing
compatibility issues and potential damage to your tractor. This proactive approach to sourcing parts
can save you significant frustration and expense.

Using Part Numbers for Accurate Ordering

The John Deere L120 owners manual typically includes a detailed parts list or schematic diagrams
that clearly label each component with its corresponding part number. When you need a replacement
part, such as a belt, filter, blade, or even a specific bolt, consulting these lists is the most reliable way
to ensure you are ordering the correct item. This is especially important when dealing with authorized
John Deere dealers or reputable online parts suppliers.

Accessing Additional Resources

Beyond the core operational and maintenance information, the manual may also point you towards
additional resources. This could include information on where to find authorized John Deere service
centers for more complex repairs, contact details for customer support, or even tips on how to access
digital versions of the manual or supplementary service bulletins. These additional resources can be
invaluable for continued support and information regarding your John Deere L120.

The Value of an Up-to-Date Manual

It is always advisable to have the most current version of the John Deere L120 owners manual
available. As models are updated or improvements are made, the manuals are revised. An up-to-date
manual ensures you are working with the latest specifications, safety recommendations, and
troubleshooting advice. Keeping your manual in a safe and accessible place, perhaps alongside your
tractor itself, will ensure it is readily available whenever you need it.



Q: Where can | download a John Deere L120 owners manual?

A: You can typically find a downloadable John Deere L120 owners manual on the official John Deere
website. Look for the "Support" or "Manuals" section and enter your model number. Sometimes,
reputable third-party websites also offer PDF versions, but always ensure they are from a trusted
source to avoid malware.

Q: How do | find the serial number of my John Deere L120?

A: The serial number of your John Deere L120 is crucial for identifying the exact model and year of
manufacture, which is important for ordering parts and finding the correct manual. It is usually
located on a plate or sticker on the tractor's frame, often near the engine or under the seat. Refer to
your owners manual for the precise location.

Q: What is the recommended oil type for a John Deere L120
engine?

A: The John Deere L120 owners manual will specify the exact SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers)
viscosity grade and APl (American Petroleum Institute) service classification for the engine oil. It is
critical to use the recommended oil to ensure proper lubrication and engine protection.

Q: How often should | change the oil in my John Deere L120?

A: The frequency of oil changes for your John Deere L120 is typically based on operating hours or a
calendar interval, whichever comes first. Your owners manual will provide the precise maintenance
schedule. Generally, it's recommended to change the oil every 50 to 100 operating hours.

Q: Can | use a generic air filter for my John Deere L120?

A: While generic filters might fit physically, it is always best to use an OEM (Original Equipment
Manufacturer) John Deere air filter or a high-quality aftermarket filter specifically designed for the
John Deere L120. Using the correct filter ensures optimal engine performance and protection.

Q: What are the safety precautions for operating a John Deere
L120 on slopes?

A: Operating the John Deere L120 on slopes requires extra caution. The owners manual will provide
specific guidelines, but generally, avoid mowing on slopes that are too steep for safe operation.
Always mow across the face of slopes, not up and down, to reduce the risk of tipping.

Q: How do | adjust the cutting height of the mower deck on
my John Deere L120?

A: The John Deere L120 owners manual will detail the procedure for adjusting the mower deck's
cutting height. This usually involves a lever mechanism on the mower deck itself or the tractor's



control panel, allowing you to select from various height settings to achieve your desired grass length.

Q: What should I do if my John Deere L120's engine
overheats?

A: If your John Deere L120's engine overheats, immediately shut off the engine and allow it to cool
down completely. Check the engine oil level and the cooling fins for any debris that might be
obstructing airflow. Your owners manual will offer more specific troubleshooting steps for overheating
issues.
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