
john deere l118 owners manual

The John Deere L118 owner's manual is an indispensable resource for any operator of this popular lawn
tractor. Whether you're performing routine maintenance, troubleshooting an issue, or simply want to
understand your machine's capabilities, this comprehensive guide provides essential information. This
article will delve into the crucial aspects covered within the John Deere L118 owner's manual, from safety
precautions and operational procedures to maintenance schedules and parts identification. Understanding
how to properly care for and operate your L118 will ensure its longevity, optimal performance, and your
safety. We will explore where to find this vital document, what key sections to pay attention to, and how
to utilize its contents effectively to get the most out of your John Deere lawn tractor.
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Understanding the Importance of Your John Deere L118
Owner's Manual

The John Deere L118 owner's manual is more than just a booklet; it's the primary source of knowledge for
operating and maintaining your lawn tractor safely and efficiently. It is meticulously crafted by John Deere
to provide users with clear, concise instructions and vital information. Without consulting this manual,
users risk incorrect operation, potential damage to the machine, and most importantly, personal injury. It
serves as a roadmap for understanding every facet of your L118.

This document is designed to be user-friendly, catering to both novice and experienced tractor operators. It
breaks down complex procedures into manageable steps, making it accessible for everyone. Regular
reference to the manual is a cornerstone of responsible ownership for any John Deere L118, ensuring that
the tractor remains in peak condition throughout its operational life.



Where to Find Your John Deere L118 Owner's Manual

The most common and reliable way to obtain a John Deere L118 owner's manual is through official John
Deere channels. Many users might have misplaced their original copy, or perhaps they acquired a used
L118 without the manual. Fortunately, John Deere offers digital versions of their manuals, which are
easily accessible.

Digital Manual Access

John Deere's official website is the go-to resource for downloading owner's manuals. By navigating to the
support or literature section and entering your model number (L118), you can typically find a PDF version
of the manual. This digital format offers convenience, allowing you to search for specific topics instantly. It's
advisable to save this PDF to your computer or mobile device for easy access in the future.

Physical Manuals and Parts Dealers

For those who prefer a physical copy or require a specific edition, John Deere dealerships are excellent
resources. They can often order a printed John Deere L118 owner's manual for you. Additionally,
independent John Deere parts dealers may also stock or be able to procure these manuals. Ensure you are
obtaining an authentic John Deere publication to guarantee accuracy and completeness.

Essential Safety Precautions in the L118 Manual

Safety is paramount when operating any piece of machinery, and the John Deere L118 owner's manual
dedicates a significant section to safety. This is arguably the most crucial part of the manual and should be
reviewed thoroughly before the first use and periodically thereafter. Understanding and adhering to these
guidelines will significantly reduce the risk of accidents and injuries.

General Operating Safety

The manual outlines general safety principles applicable to all operations. This includes recommendations
on wearing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) such as sturdy footwear, long pants, and eye
protection. It also emphasizes operating the tractor on level ground whenever possible and avoiding slopes
that exceed the manufacturer's recommendations. Awareness of surroundings, including children, pets, and



bystanders, is repeatedly stressed.

Pre-Operation Safety Checks

Before each use, the John Deere L118 owner's manual details a series of checks to ensure the tractor is in
safe operating condition. These checks often include:

Inspecting for loose or damaged parts.

Ensuring all guards and shields are in place and securely fastened.

Checking tire pressure and condition.

Verifying the fuel level and ensuring no leaks are present.

Testing the parking brake to confirm it engages and holds the tractor firmly.

Safe Operating Practices

The manual provides specific guidance on how to operate the L118 safely. This includes instructions on
starting procedures, proper engagement and disengagement of the mower deck, and safe techniques for
turning and navigating terrain. It will also advise against carrying passengers, operating the tractor under
the influence of alcohol or drugs, and making sudden or sharp turns, especially at higher speeds.

Understanding Your John Deere L118 Controls and Operation

Familiarizing yourself with the controls and operational procedures is fundamental to using your John
Deere L118 effectively. The owner's manual provides detailed diagrams and explanations of each
component and its function, ensuring you can operate the tractor with confidence and precision.

Instrument Panel and Controls

The L118 owner's manual will guide you through the instrument panel, identifying essential indicators



such as the hour meter, fuel gauge, and any warning lights. It will also explain the function of various
levers and buttons, including:

The steering wheel for directional control.

The accelerator pedal for speed adjustment.

The brake pedal for stopping the tractor.

The ignition switch for starting and stopping the engine.

The PTO (Power Take-Off) lever for engaging the mower deck or other attachments.

The height adjustment lever for the mower deck.

Starting and Stopping Procedures

The manual clearly outlines the correct sequence for starting the L118's engine and for shutting it down
safely. This typically involves ensuring the tractor is in neutral, the parking brake is set, and following the
ignition sequence precisely. Likewise, the stopping procedure will emphasize disengaging the PTO and
allowing the engine to cool down before shutting it off.

Mowing and Operation Techniques

Operating the mower deck efficiently and safely is a primary function of the L118. The manual will offer
tips on optimal cutting heights, mowing patterns for even coverage, and how to navigate around obstacles.
It will also discuss proper procedures for emptying the grass catcher, if equipped, and for transporting the
tractor.

Routine Maintenance for Your John Deere L118

Consistent and proper maintenance is key to extending the life of your John Deere L118 and ensuring it
performs reliably. The owner's manual provides a detailed maintenance schedule and instructions for
various service tasks.



Scheduled Maintenance Intervals

The manual typically breaks down maintenance into hours of operation or calendar intervals. These
schedules are crucial for preventing wear and tear and identifying potential issues before they become
serious problems. Key maintenance points usually include:

Engine oil changes and filter replacement.

Air filter cleaning or replacement.

Fuel filter replacement.

Spark plug inspection and replacement.

Greasing points to ensure smooth movement of components.

Checking and adjusting belt tension.

Engine Oil and Filter Service

Proper lubrication is vital for engine health. The John Deere L118 owner's manual will specify the correct
type and viscosity of engine oil to use, as well as the recommended oil change intervals. It will also detail
the procedure for draining the old oil, replacing the oil filter, and refilling the crankcase with fresh oil.

Air and Fuel Filter Maintenance

Clean air and fuel filters are essential for optimal engine performance and fuel efficiency. The manual will
instruct you on how to locate, inspect, clean, or replace these filters. Neglecting these components can lead
to reduced power, rough idling, and increased fuel consumption.

Deck Maintenance

Maintaining the mower deck ensures a clean and even cut. The L118 manual will cover procedures for
cleaning the underside of the deck, sharpening or replacing the mower blades, and checking the condition
of the mower deck belts and pulleys. Proper blade maintenance is critical for cutting quality and reducing



strain on the engine.

Troubleshooting Common John Deere L118 Issues

Even with diligent maintenance, you might encounter occasional issues with your John Deere L118. The
owner's manual includes a troubleshooting section designed to help you diagnose and resolve common
problems.

Engine Starting Problems

If your L118 fails to start, the manual will guide you through potential causes and solutions. This might
involve checking the battery, fuel supply, spark plug, carburetor, and safety interlock switches. The
troubleshooting guide will systematically help you eliminate possibilities.

Mower Deck Performance Issues

Problems such as uneven cutting, scalping, or the mower deck not engaging can often be resolved by
consulting the manual. Solutions may involve adjusting the deck height, checking belt tension, inspecting
for debris, or ensuring the blades are sharp and properly installed.

Tractor Not Moving or Moving Slowly

If your L118 experiences issues with propulsion, the troubleshooting section might suggest checking the
transmission fluid, inspecting the drive belts, or verifying the functionality of the hydrostatic transmission.
The manual provides specific diagnostic steps to pinpoint the source of the problem.

Specifications and Parts Identification for the L118

Understanding the technical specifications and being able to identify specific parts of your John Deere L118
is crucial for ordering replacements and ensuring compatibility. The owner's manual provides this vital
information.



Key Specifications

The manual will list important specifications for your L118, including engine displacement, horsepower,
fuel tank capacity, cutting width, and overall dimensions. These details are useful for understanding the
tractor's capabilities and for making informed decisions about attachments or repairs.

Parts Diagrams and Numbers

A significant portion of the manual, or a companion parts manual, will feature detailed diagrams of the
L118, with each component clearly labeled and assigned a unique part number. This is indispensable when
you need to order a replacement part. Having the correct part number ensures you purchase the exact
component designed for your specific model, preventing compatibility issues and ensuring proper fit and
function.

Keeping Your John Deere L118 Manual Accessible

Once you have your John Deere L118 owner's manual, it's essential to keep it in a safe and accessible place.
This ensures that it's readily available whenever you need it for operation, maintenance, or
troubleshooting.

Physical Storage Recommendations

For physical copies, a dry, protected location is ideal. Consider storing it in a toolbox, a dedicated binder, or a
secure shelf in your garage or shed. Protecting it from moisture, dust, and extreme temperatures will help
preserve its condition over time.

Digital Accessibility Strategies

If you have a digital version, make sure it's saved in a location you can easily find. Consider cloud storage
services like Google Drive or Dropbox, or simply save it directly to your computer or smartphone. Creating
a shortcut on your desktop or home screen can also improve quick access.



Frequently Asked Questions about the John Deere L118 Owner's
Manual

Q: Where can I download a free John Deere L118 owner's manual?
A: You can typically download a free PDF version of the John Deere L118 owner's manual from the
official John Deere website, usually in their support or literature section.

Q: How do I find the serial number of my John Deere L118?
A: The serial number for your John Deere L118 is usually located on a plate on the tractor's frame, often
near the engine or under the seat. Your owner's manual may also provide guidance on its exact location.

Q: What type of oil does the John Deere L118 use?
A: The John Deere L118 owner's manual will specify the exact type and viscosity of engine oil
recommended for your tractor. It's crucial to use the correct oil for optimal engine performance and
longevity.

Q: How often should I change the oil in my John Deere L118?
A: The recommended oil change interval for your John Deere L118 will be detailed in the maintenance
schedule section of the owner's manual, typically based on operating hours or a specific time frame.

Q: Can I use a non-John Deere brand oil filter for my L118?
A: While some aftermarket filters may fit, it is always best to use genuine John Deere parts or high-quality
equivalents recommended by the manufacturer to ensure proper filtration and engine protection as
outlined in your L118 manual.

Q: What should I do if my John Deere L118's mower deck is not cutting
evenly?
A: Consult the troubleshooting section of your John Deere L118 owner's manual. Common causes include
dull blades, improper deck leveling, or incorrect cutting height settings.



Q: How do I properly engage the mower deck on my John Deere L118?
A: The owner's manual provides a step-by-step guide for engaging the mower deck, typically involving
the PTO lever and ensuring the tractor is running at the correct RPM.

Q: Is it important to grease my John Deere L118 regularly?
A: Yes, regular greasing of specified points, as detailed in the maintenance section of your John Deere L118
owner's manual, is crucial for preventing wear and ensuring smooth operation of moving parts.
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