JOHN DEERE L 1 18 BELT DIAGRAM

UNDERSTANDING YOUR JoHN Deere L 118 BeLT DiacraM: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

JOHN DEERE L 118 BELT DIAGRAM IS A CRUCIAL RESOURCE FOR ANY OWNER OF THIS POPULAR LAWN TRACTOR, ENSURING PROPER
MAINTENANCE AND FUNCTIONALITY. WHETHER YOU'RE PERFORMING ROUTINE SERVICE, REPLACING A WORN BELT, OR
TROUBLESHOOTING AN ISSUE, HAVING A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THE BELTS ARE ROUTED IS PARAMOUNT. THIS GUIDE
WILL DELVE DEEP INTO THE INTRICACIES OF THE L 118’S BELT SYSTEM, COVERING THE DECK BELT AND TRANSMISSION BELT,
PROVIDING DETAILED EXPLANATIONS, VISUAL AIDS (DESCRIBED THROUGH TEXT), AND ESSENTIAL TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL BELT
REPLACEMENT AND MAINTENANCE. MASTERING THIS DIAGRAM WILL SAVE YOU TIME, MONEY, AND FRUSTRATION, KEEPING YOUR
JoHN Deere L 118 OPERATING AT PEAK PERFORMANCE SEASON AFTER SEASON. WE WILL EXPLORE THE COMMON CHALLENGES
OWNERS FACE AND OFFER PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE JOHN Deere L1 18 BeLT DiaAGRAM

THe JonN Deere L 118 IS A ROBUST AND RELIABLE LAWN TRACTOR, AND ITS EFFICIENT OPERATION HINGES ON A PROPERLY
FUNCTIONING BELT SYSTEM. THE JOHN DEERE L 118 BELT DIAGRAM SERVES AS THE ROADMAP FOR THIS CRITICAL COMPONENT,
ILLUSTRATING THE PRECISE PATH EACH BELT TAKES AROUND PULLEYS, TENSIONERS, AND ENGINE COMPONENTS. W/ ITHOUT THIS
DIAGRAM, ATTEMPTING BELT REPLACEMENT OR DIAGNOSIS CAN LEAD TO INCORRECT INSTALLATION, PREMATURE WEAR, OR EVEN
DAMAGE TO THE TRACTOR'S DRIVETRAIN. UNDERSTANDING THIS DIAGRAM IS NOT JUST ABOUT AESTHETICS; IT DIRECTLY
IMPACTS THE MOWER'S ABILITY TO CUT GRASS EFFECTIVELY, ITS FORWARD AND REVERSE MOTION, AND THE OVERALL
LONGEVITY OF THE MACHINE. |T IS AN INDISPENSABLE TOOL FOR BOTH NOVICE AND EXPERIENCED DIY MECHANICS.

THE BELT SYSTEM ON THE L 118 IS DIVIDED INTO TWO PRIMARY CIRCUITS: THE DECK BELT, WHICH DRIVES THE MOWER BLADES,
AND THE TRANSMISSION BELT, WHICH POWERS THE HYDROSTATIC DRIVE SYSTEM. EACH BELT HAS A UNIQUE ROUTING AND
TENSIONING MECHANISM. INCORRECTLY ROUTED OR TENSIONED BELTS CAN LEAD TO A HOST OF PROBLEMS, INCLUDING SLIPPING,
BURNING, PREMATURE PULLEY WEAR, AND INEFFICIENT POWER TRANSFER. T HEREFORE, CONSULTING THE JOHN DEERE L 118 BELT
DIAGRAM BEFORE ANY BELT-RELATED WORK IS NOT JUST RECOMMENDED; IT'S ESSENTIAL FOR A SUCCESSFUL REPAIR. THIS
DIAGRAM HELPS VISUALIZE THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF COMPONENTS AND ENSURES THAT EACH BELT IS INSTALLED IN ITS
DESIGNATED POSITION, ENGAGING WITH THE CORRECT PULLEYS.

THE_ JoHN Deere L 118 Deck BELT SYSTEM

THE DECK BELT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR TRANSFERRING POWER FROM THE ENGINE'S PTO (Power T AkE-OFF) CLUTCH TO THE
MOWER DECK’S SPINDLE PULLEYS, WHICH IN TURN SPIN THE CUTTING BLADES. A WELL-MAINTAINED DECK BELT ENSURES A CLEAN
AND CONSISTENT CUT ACROSS YOUR LAWN. \WHEN THIS BELT WEARS OUT OR IS IMPROPERLY INSTALLED, YOU MIGHT NOTICE
UNEVEN CUTTING, SCALPING, OR A COMPLETE LACK OF BLADE ROTATION. THE JOHN DEERE L 1 18 BELT DIAGRAM FOR THE DECK
BELT IS OFTEN FOUND IN THE OWNER'S MANUAL OR ON A DECAL LOCATED ON THE MOWER DECK ITSELF.



LocATING THE Deck BELT DIAGRAM

FINDING THE SPECIFIC JOHN DEERE L 1 18 BELT DIAGRAM FOR THE DECK IS USUALLY STRAIGHTFORW ARD. MOSTJOHN DEERE
TRACTORS HAVE A DECAL APPLIED TO THE UNDERSIDE OF THE MOWER DECK, OFTEN NEAR THE BELT PATH OR ON A METAL PLATE.
THIS DECAL USUALLY PROVIDES A VISUAL REPRESENTATION OF THE BELT'S ROUTING AROUND THE VARIOUS PULLEYS.
ADDITIONALLY, THE OWNER'S MANUAL FOR YOUR_JOHN Deere L 118 WILL CONTAIN DETAILED DIAGRAMS AND INSTRUCTIONS
REGARDING BELT INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE. KEEPING YOUR OWNER'S MANUAL IN A SAFE PLACE IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
FOR ALL YOUR TRACTOR'S MAINTENANCE NEEDS.

UNDERSTANDING Deck BELT ROUTING

THE DECK BELT ON THE JOHN DEERE L 118 TYPICALLY ENGAGES WITH THE ENGINE'S PTO PULLEY, THEN SNAKES AROUND
SEVERAL IDLER PULLEYS AND WRAPS AROUND THE THREE SPINDLE PULLEYS LOCATED AT EACH BLADE. THE EXACT PATH CAN
APPEAR INTRICATE AT FIRST GLANCE, BUT THE DIAGRAM CLEARLY SHOWS THE SEQUENCE. |T’S CRUCIAL TO NOTE THE DIRECTION
OF THE BELT WRAP ON EACH PULLEY, AS THIS ENSURES PROPER TENSION AND ENGAGEMENT. MANY DIAGRAMS WILL USE ARROWS
TO INDICATE THE DIRECTION OF ROTATION AND THE PATH THE BELT SHOULD FOLLOW. FOR EXAMPLE, THE BELT WILL OFTEN
WRAP AROUND THE OUTSIDE OF SOME PULLEYS AND THE INSIDE OF OTHERS TO ACHIEVE THE CORRECT TENSION AND ALIGNMENT.

A COMMON MISTAKE WHEN INSTALLING A DECK BELT IS TO MISROUTE IT AROUND AN IDLER PULLEY OR FAIL TO ENGAGE IT FULLY
WITH THE PTO PULLEY. THIS CAN LEAD TO THE BELT SLIPPING OFF DURING OPERATION, OR WORSE, NOT ENGAGING THE BLADES
AT ALL. ALWAYS DOUBLE-CHECK THE ROUTING AGAINST THE JOHN DEERE L 118 BELT DIAGRAM, PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO
THE POSITIONS OF ALL IDLER PULLEYS AND THE TENSIONING MECHANISM. ENSURING THE BELT IS SEATED CORRECTLY IN THE
GROOVES OF EACH PULLEY IS VITAL FOR OPTIMAL PERFORMANCE AND BELT LIFE.

CoMMoN Deck BELT ISSUES AND SOLUTIONS

SEVERAL ISSUES CAN ARISE WITH THE DECK BELT, MOST COMMONLY WEAR AND TEAR, FRAYING, OR BREAKAGE. A BELT THAT IS
TOO LOOSE WILL SLIP AND FAIL TO DRIVE THE BLADES EFFECTIVELY, LEADING TO POOR CUTTING. CONVERSELY, A BELT THAT IS
TOO TIGHT CAN PUT EXCESSIVE STRAIN ON PULLEYS AND BEARINGS, LEADING TO PREMATURE FAILURE. THE JOHN DEEREL 118
BELT DIAGRAM ALSO IMPLICITLY GUIDES IN TENSIONING, AS THE CORRECT ROUTING ENSURES THE TENSIONING SYSTEM WORKS AS
DESIGNED.

¢ \WoRN orR DAMAGED BELT: SYMPTOMS INCLUDE FRAYED EDGES, CRACKS, OR GLAZING ON THE BELT SURFACE. REPLACE
THE BELT IMMEDIATELY IF ANY DAMAGE IS VISIBLE.

® SLIPPING BELT: THIS CAN BE CAUSED BY A WORN BELT, A MISALIGNED PULLEY, OR AN IMPROPERLY ADJUSTED TENSIONER.
REFER TO THE DIAGRAM AND ENSURE ALL COMPONENTS ARE IN THEIR CORRECT POSITIONS.

o BeLT CoMes OFF: OFTEN A RESULT OF INCORRECT INSTALLATION, DAMAGED PULLEYS, OR DEBRIS LODGED IN THE BELT
PATH. THOROUGHLY CLEAN ALL PULLEYS AND RE-ROUTE THE BELT ACCORDING TO THE DIAGRAM.

THE JoHN Deere L 118 TRANSMISSION BELT SYSTEM

THE TRANSMISSION BELT, ALSO KNOWN AS THE DRIVE BELT, IS RESPONSIBLE FOR TRANSFERRING POWER FROM THE ENGINE TO THE
HYDROSTATIC TRANSMISSION, WHICH CONTROLS THE TRACTOR'S MOVEMENT (FOR\X/ARD AND REVERSE). A PROPERLY
FUNCTIONING TRANSMISSION BELT IS ESSENTIAL FOR SMOOTH AND RESPONSIVE OPERATION. [SSUES WITH THIS BELT CAN
MANIFEST AS DIFFICULTY MOVING, JERKY ACCELERATION, OR AN INABILITY TO ENGAGE THE DRIVE SYSTEM ALTOGETHER. THE JOHN



DEERE L1 18 BELT DIAGRAM FOR THE TRANSMISSION BELT IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT FOR DIAGNOSING AND RESOLVING THESE
ISSUES.

IDENTIFYING THE TRANSMISSION BELT DIAGRAM

SIMILAR TO THE DECK BELT, THE JOHN DEERE L1718 BELT DIAGRAM FOR THE TRANSMISSION BELT IS USUALLY FOUND IN THE
OWNER'S MANUAL. IT MAY ALSO BE PRESENT AS A DECAL ON THE TRACTOR'S FRAME OR UNDER THE HOOD, THOUGH THIS IS LESS
COMMON FOR TRANSMISSION BELTS COMPARED TO DECK BELTS. THE OWNER'S MANUAL WILL PROVIDE THE MOST DETAILED AND
ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF THIS BELT'S ROUTING. IT'S WISE TO BOOKMARK OR MAKE A COPY OF THIS DIAGRAM FOR EASY
REFERENCE.

TRANSMISSION BELT ROUTING EXPLAINED

THE TRANSMISSION BELT ON THE L 118 CONNECTS THE ENGINE'S DRIVE PULLEY TO THE INPUT SHAFT OF THE HYDROSTATIC
TRANSMISSION. [T ALSO TYPICALLY ENGAGES WITH A TENSIONING PULLEY SYSTEM THAT ALLOWS FOR ENGAGING AND
DISENGAGING THE DRIVE, AS WELL AS MAINTAINING PROPER BELT TENSION. THE ROUTING INVOLVES SEVERAL BENDS AROUND
PULLEYS, AND THE DIAGRAM WILL CLEARLY ILLUSTRATE THE ORDER IN WHICH THE BELT ENGAGES WITH EACH. PAY cLOSE
ATTENTION TO HOW THE BELT WRAPS AROUND THE VARIABLE SPEED PULLEY AND THE TRANSMISSION INPUT PULLEY.

UNDERSTANDING THE ROUTING IS CRITICAL BECAUSE A MISROUTED TRANSMISSION BELT CAN CAUSE SIGNIFICANT DRIVETRAIN
PROBLEMS. FOR INSTANCE, IF THE BELT IS NOT PROPERLY SEATED ON THE VARIABLE SPEED PULLEY, YOU MIGHT EXPERIENCE
INCONSISTENT SPEED CONTROL. |F IT'S NOT CORRECTLY ROUTED AROUND THE TENSIONER, THE DRIVE MIGHT SLIP OR FAIL TO
ENGAGE. THE JOHN DEERE L | 18 BELT DIAGRAM IS YOUR DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO ENSURING THE BELT IS INSTALLED CORRECTLY,
ALLOWING FOR SMOOTH POWER TRANSFER AND RELIABLE OPERATION OF YOUR TRACTOR'S DRIVE SYSTEM.

TROUBLESHOOTING TRANSMISSION BELT PROBLEMS

COMMON PROBLEMS WITH THE TRANSMISSION BELT INCLUDE SLIPPING, EXCESSIVE NOISE, OR A COMPLETE LOSS OF DRIVE. THESE
ISSUES OFTEN STEM FROM A WORN BELT, A MISALIGNED PULLEY, OR A FAULTY TENSIONING MECHANISM. THE JOHN DEERE L 1 18
BELT DIAGRAM IS INVALUABLE IN TROUBLESHOOTING AS IT ALLOWS YOU TO VISUALLY INSPECT IF THE BELT IS FOLLOWING ITS
INTENDED PATH AND IF ALL PULLEYS ARE IN THEIR CORRECT LOCATIONS.

® SLIPPING DRIVE: THIS CAN BE DUE TO A WORN BELT, LOOSE TENSION, OR CONTAMINATED PULLEYS. CHECK THE BELT FOR
WEAR AND ENSURE THE TENSIONER IS FUNCTIONING CORRECTLY.

¢ GRINDING OR SQUEALING Noises: OFTEN INDICATIVE OF A BELT RUBBING AGAINST A COMPONENT IT SHOULDNIT, A WORN
PULLEY BEARING, OR A BELT THAT IS IMPROPERLY TENSIONED.

¢ No DRIVE ENGAGEMENT: THIS COULD BE A BROKEN BELT, A DISENGAGED TENSIONER, OR A COMPLETELY FAILED
TRANSMISSION. A VISUAL INSPECTION USING THE BELT DIAGRAM CAN HELP RULE OUT SIMPLER BELT-RELATED CAUSES.

EsseNTIAL TooLs AND TIPS FOR BELT REPLACEMENT

REPLACING A BELT ON YOUR JOHN DEere L 118 IS A MANAGEABLE TASK, BUT HAVING THE RIGHT TOOLS AND A CLEAR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROCESS, GUIDED BY THE JOHN DEERE L 1 18 BELT DIAGRAM, WILL MAKE IT MUCH SMOOTHER. ESSENTIAL
TOOLS TYPICALLY INCLUDE A SOCKET SET WITH VARIOUS WRENCH SIZES, PLIERS, A PRY BAR (FOR LEVERAGE WHEN RELEASING



TENSION)/ AND SAFETY GLASSES. ALWAYS ENSURE THE ENGINE IS OFF AND COOL BEFORE BEGINNING ANY WORK.

W/HEN REPLACING A BELT, TAKE YOUR TIME TO METICULOUSLY FOLLOW THE ROUTING SHOWN IN THE JOHN DEERE L1718 BELT
DIAGRAM. BEFORE REMOVING THE OLD BELT, IT'S HIGHLY BENEFICIAL TO TAKE A CLEAR PHOTO OF THE BELT ROUTING WITH YOUR
SMARTPHONE. THIS SERVES AS AN EXCELLENT VISUAL REFERENCE DURING THE INSTALLATION OF THE NEW BELT. ENSURE THE NEW
BELT IS THE CORRECT PART NUMBER AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR YOUR L 118 MODEL TO PREVENT PREMATURE WEAR OR IMPROPER
FIT. ALWAYS WORK SAFELY AND CONSIDER CONSULTING A PROFESSIONAL IF YOU ARE UNSURE ABOUT ANY STEP OF THE
PROCESS.

MAINTAINING YOUR JoHN Deere L 118 BeLTs

PROACTIVE MAINTENANCE IS KEY TO EXTENDING THE LIFE OF YOUR JOHN Deere L 1 18 BELTS AND PREVENTING UNEXPECTED
BREAKDOWNS. REGULARLY INSPECT BOTH THE DECK AND TRANSMISSION BELTS FOR SIGNS OF WEAR, SUCH AS CRACKING,
FRAYING, GLAZING, OR CONTAMINATION WITH OIL OR GREASE. THE JOHN DEERE L 118 BELT DIAGRAM CAN ALSO BE USED TO
GUIDE YOUR INSPECTION BY SHOWING YOU WHERE THE BELT SHOULD BE AND WHERE TO LOOK FOR POTENTIAL STRESS POINTS.

KEEP THE BELT PULLEYS CLEAN AND FREE OF DEBRIS. OBSTRUCTIONS CAN CAUSE THE BELT TO SLIP OR WEAR UNEVENLY.
PERIODICALLY CHECK THE TENSION OF THE BELTS, AS SPECIFIED IN YOUR OWNER'S MANUAL. OVER TIME, BELTS CAN STRETCH,
AND THEIR TENSION MAY DECREASE, LEADING TO PERFORMANCE ISSUES. ENSURING THE TENSIONING MECHANISMS ARE FUNCTIONING
CORRECTLY IS ALSO PART OF GOOD MAINTENANCE. A CLEAN TRACTOR, FREE FROM EXCESSIVE GRASS CLIPPINGS AND DIRT, ALSO
CONTRIBUTES TO LONGER BELT LIFE, AS THIS DEBRIS CAN GET CAUGHT AND DAMAGE THE BELTS OR PULLEYS. BY ADHERING TO A
REGULAR MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE AND CONSULTING THE JOHN DEERE L 118 BELT DIAGRAM, YOU CAN ENSURE YOUR TRACTOR
REMAINS IN OPTIMAL WORKING CONDITION.

THE LONGEVITY OF YOURJOHN Deere L 118 BELTS IS DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL TO THE CARE AND ATTENTION YOU GIVE THEM.
DON'T WAIT UNTIL A BELT BREAKS TO ADDRESS POTENTIAL ISSUES. REGULAR VISUAL INSPECTIONS, CLEANING OF PULLEYS, AND
CHECKING TENSION ARE SIMPLE YET EFFECTIVE MAINTENANCE PRACTICES. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE JOHN DEERE L | 18
BELT DIAGRAM IS NOT JUST FOR INSTALLATION, IT'S A CONTINUOUS RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING HOW YOUR TRACTOR'S
VITAL BELT SYSTEMS SHOULD BE FUNCTIONING. THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH WILL SAVE YOU TIME, MONEY, AND THE
INCONVENIENCE OF AN UNEXPECTED EQUIPMENT FAILURE, ESPECIALLY DURING PEAK MOWING SEASONS.

Q: WHEeRe cAN | FIND THE OFFICIAL JOHN Deere L 118 BELT DIAGRAM?

A: THE MOST RELIABLE PLACE TO FIND THE OFFICIAL JOHN DEERE L 118 BELT DIAGRAM IS WITHIN YOUR OWNER'S MANUAL.
ADDITIONALLY, THERE IS OFTEN A DECAL WITH THE DECK BELT DIAGRAM LOCATED ON THE UNDERSIDE OF THE MOWER DECK
ITSELF.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON REASONS A JOHN Deere L 118 BELT MIGHT BREAK?

A: COMMON REASONS FOR BELT BREAKAGE INCLUDE EXCESSIVE WEAR, IMPROPER TENSIONING (TOO TIGHT OR TOO LOOSE)/
MISALIGNED PULLEYS, DAMAGED PULLEYS, OR FOREIGN OBJECTS INTERFERING WITH THE BELT'S PATH. FOLLOWING THE BELT
DIAGRAM CAREFULLY DURING INSTALLATION AND OPERATION CAN PREVENT MANY OF THESE ISSUES.

Q: How OFTEN SHOULD | REPLACE THE BELTS ON MY JOHN Deere L 118°

A: BELT REPLACEMENT INTERVALS VARY DEPENDING ON USAGE AND CONDITIONS. HO\X/EVER, IT'S RECOMMENDED TO INSPECT
BELTS FOR WEAR AT LEAST ANNUALLY AND REPLACE THEM IF THEY SHOW SIGNS OF CRACKING, FRAYING, OR GLAZING. MANY
OWNERS CHOOSE TO REPLACE THEM PREVENTATIVELY EVERY FEW HUNDRED HOURS OF OPERATION OR EVERY FEW YEARS.



Q: My JoHN Deere L 118 IS MAKING A LOUD SQUEALING NOISE FROM THE BELTS. WHAT
COULD BE THE CAUSE?

A: A LOUD SQUEALING NOISE OFTEN INDICATES A BELT THAT IS SLIPPING. THIS CAN BE DUE TO A WORN BELT, INSUFFICIENT
TENSION, OR A PULLEY THAT IS NOT ROTATING FREELY. CONSULT THE JOHN DEERE L 1 18 BELT DIAGRAM TO ENSURE PROPER BELT
ROUTING AND CHECK THE TENSIONING SYSTEM AND PULLEY BEARINGS.

Q: CAN | USE AN AFTERMARKET BELT INSTEAD OF A GENUINE JOHN DEERE BELT FOR MY
L118?

A: WHILE AFTERMARKET BELTS CAN SOMETIMES BE USED, IT'S GENERALLY RECOMMENDED TO USE GENUINE JOHN DEERE BELTS TO
ENSURE OPTIMAL FIT, PERFORMANCE, AND DURABILITY. THE SPECIFICATIONS AND MATERIALS OF GENUINE BELTS ARE DESIGNED TO
WORK PRECISELY WITH YOUR L 118 TRACTOR, AS DEPICTED IN THE JOHN DEERE L 1 18 BELT DIAGRAM.

Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DECK BELT AND THE TRANSMISSION BELT ON
A JoHN Deere L 118?

A: THE DECK BELT DRIVES THE MOWER BLADES FOR CUTTING GRASS, AND IT CONNECTS TO THE PTO PULLEY. THE
TRANSMISSION BELT, ALSO KNOWN AS THE DRIVE BELT, POWERS THE HYDROSTATIC TRANSMISSION FOR FORWARD AND REVERSE
MOVEMENT AND CONNECTS TO THE ENGINE DRIVE PULLEY AND THE TRANSMISSION. BOTH HAVE THEIR OWN SPECIFIC ROUTING
SHOWN IN THE JOHN DEERE L 1 18 BELT DIAGRAM.

Q: How Do | CORRECTLY TENSION THE BELTS ON MY JOHN Deere L 118?

A: BELT TENSIONING ON THE L 118 IS TYPICALLY HANDLED BY A TENSIONING PULLEY SYSTEM. THE EXACT METHOD FOR
ADJUSTING TENSION SHOULD BE DETAILED IN YOUR OWNER'S MANUAL, OFTEN INVOLVING A LEVER OR SPRING MECHANISM. THE
JOHN DEERE L 118 BELT DIAGRAM SHOWS THE BELT'S PATH THROUGH THIS TENSIONING SYSTEM.

Q: MY JoHN Deere L 118 1S NOT MOVING, BUT THE ENGINE IS RUNNING FINE. \WHAT
SHOULD | CHECK FIRST REGARDING THE BELTS?

A: IF YOUR L 118 ISN'T MOVING, THE FIRST THING TO CHECK IS THE TRANSMISSION BELT. ENSURE IT IS INTACT, PROPERLY
ROUTED ACCORDING TO THE JOHN DEERE L 118 BELT DIAGRAM, AND THAT THE TENSIONING SYSTEM IS ENGAGED AND FUNCTIONING.
A BROKEN OR SLIPPED TRANSMISSION BELT IS A COMMON CAUSE OF THIS ISSUE.
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