
john deere hay rake mod 640 manual

john deere hay rake mod 640 manual serves as an indispensable resource for operators and

maintenance personnel of this popular agricultural implement. This comprehensive guide is designed

to equip you with all the necessary knowledge to operate, maintain, and troubleshoot your John Deere

640 hay rake effectively. From understanding its core functionalities to performing essential upkeep,

this article delves deep into the intricacies of the 640 model, ensuring you maximize its performance

and longevity. We will explore the various sections of the manual, focusing on critical operational

procedures, safety guidelines, and routine maintenance schedules. Whether you are a seasoned

farmer or new to hay harvesting, mastering the information within the 640 hay rake manual is

paramount.
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Understanding Your John Deere Hay Rake Mod 640

The John Deere 640 hay rake is a robust and efficient piece of agricultural equipment designed for

superior windrow formation. Understanding the fundamental components and their functions is the first

step towards optimal use. The manual provides detailed diagrams and explanations of key parts,

including the rake head, conditioning rollers (if applicable), frame, and drive system. Familiarity with

these elements ensures that operators can identify potential issues and perform basic adjustments with

confidence, all guided by the specific information within the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual.



The design of the 640 model emphasizes ease of adjustment and durability in various field conditions.

The manual meticulously outlines the purpose of each adjustable component, such as the width of the

windrow and the height of the rake. Proper understanding of these settings is crucial for achieving

clean, consistent windrows, which directly impacts the efficiency of subsequent baling operations. The

john deere hay rake mod 640 manual also details the materials and construction quality that contribute

to the rake's reliability, a key factor for any farmer investing in agricultural machinery.

Key Components of the John Deere 640 Hay Rake

The core of the 640 hay rake consists of several critical components that work in concert. The rake

head, often featuring tines that are individually mounted for durability, is responsible for gathering the

hay. The manual provides specific details on the type of tines used and their optimal angle for different

crop types and conditions. Understanding the material and construction of these tines, as explained in

the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual, helps in anticipating wear and tear and planning for

replacements.

Another significant aspect is the frame and hitch mechanism. The frame provides structural integrity,

while the hitch allows for secure connection to the tractor. The manual will detail the recommended

hitch types and proper connection procedures to ensure stability and maneuverability in the field.

Furthermore, understanding the weight distribution and balance of the 640 rake as described in the

manual is vital for safe operation and preventing excessive stress on both the rake and the tractor.

These details are fundamental for any user seeking to operate the equipment effectively and safely.

Operational Principles of the 640 Model

The operational principles of the John Deere 640 hay rake are centered around creating effective

windrows. The manual explains how the angle of the rake and the speed of operation influence the

quality of the windrow. It emphasizes the importance of matching rake settings to the specific crop



being harvested and the desired outcome. For instance, different settings might be recommended for

dry hay versus windrowing forage for silage. The guidance provided in the john deere hay rake mod

640 manual is crucial for maximizing hay quality and minimizing crop loss.

Furthermore, the manual will cover the basic mechanics of how the rake gathers and forms the

windrow, often involving the rotation of tines or bars. Understanding this mechanical process, as

detailed in the document, allows operators to anticipate how the hay will move and to make informed

adjustments. This proactive approach, informed by the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual, can

prevent common operational pitfalls and ensure a smoother hay harvesting experience.

Essential Operation Guidelines from the John Deere 640

Manual

Operating the John Deere 640 hay rake safely and efficiently is paramount. The john deere hay rake

mod 640 manual provides a step-by-step guide for connecting the rake to the tractor, making

necessary adjustments before entering the field, and executing the raking process. This includes

understanding the tractor's power take-off (PTO) requirements, hydraulic connections, and proper hitch

adjustments. Following these guidelines precisely minimizes the risk of equipment damage and

ensures optimal performance.

The manual emphasizes the importance of pre-operation checks. This involves inspecting all moving

parts, ensuring that guards are in place, and checking tire pressure if applicable. A thorough pre-

operation inspection, as detailed in the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual, can prevent unexpected

breakdowns and costly repairs. It also ensures that the rake is in optimal condition to handle the

demands of field work, contributing to a productive and successful harvest.



Pre-Operation Checks and Adjustments

Before each use, a series of pre-operation checks are critical. The john deere hay rake mod 640

manual outlines a detailed checklist. This typically includes inspecting the condition of the tines,

checking for any loose bolts or fasteners, and verifying the proper functioning of the hydraulic system.

Lubrication points, as specified in the manual, should also be addressed to ensure smooth movement

of all components. Neglecting these basic checks can lead to premature wear and potential operational

failures.

Adjustments are another key aspect of pre-operation preparation. The manual will guide users on how

to set the working width, rake height, and windrow shape. These adjustments are typically made to

match the type of crop, the density of the hay, and the specific requirements of the baler. The john

deere hay rake mod 640 manual provides specific instructions for each adjustment, ensuring that

operators can configure the rake for optimal performance in various conditions, thereby maximizing

efficiency and minimizing crop damage.

Field Operation Techniques

During field operation, understanding the nuances of using the John Deere 640 hay rake can

significantly improve results. The john deere hay rake mod 640 manual advises on optimal ground

speed, which is crucial for preventing excessive wear on the tines and ensuring consistent windrow

formation. It also discusses the best techniques for starting and ending rows, as well as navigating

corners. Proper field operation minimizes overlap and missed areas, leading to a more efficient

harvest.

The manual may also offer advice on dealing with uneven terrain or challenging field conditions. This

could include recommendations for adjusting rake height on the go or slowing down to avoid excessive

bouncing. Understanding these operational techniques, as presented in the john deere hay rake mod

640 manual, empowers operators to adapt to different scenarios and maintain consistent performance,



ultimately contributing to higher quality hay and reduced stress on the equipment.

Maintenance and Servicing Procedures for the 640 Hay Rake

Regular maintenance is the cornerstone of longevity and reliable performance for any agricultural

machinery, and the John Deere 640 hay rake is no exception. The john deere hay rake mod 640

manual provides a detailed schedule for routine servicing, covering lubrication, inspection of wear

parts, and cleaning. Adhering to these maintenance guidelines helps prevent unforeseen breakdowns

and ensures that the rake operates at peak efficiency throughout its service life.

Preventative maintenance, as outlined in the manual, is far more cost-effective than reactive repairs.

By consistently performing the recommended checks and servicing, operators can identify potential

issues before they become major problems. This proactive approach, guided by the john deere hay

rake mod 640 manual, not only saves time and money but also ensures the safety of the operator and

the integrity of the harvested crop.

Lubrication Schedule and Procedures

Lubrication is a critical aspect of maintaining the John Deere 640 hay rake, as detailed in the john

deere hay rake mod 640 manual. The manual specifies the exact lubrication points, the type of

lubricant to be used (e.g., grease, oil), and the recommended frequency for each point. Proper

lubrication reduces friction between moving parts, minimizes wear, and prevents rust and corrosion,

thereby extending the lifespan of the rake's components.

The manual will often include diagrams illustrating where to apply lubricant and how much. It might

also differentiate between daily, weekly, and seasonal lubrication tasks. Following this specific

lubrication schedule, as found in the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual, is essential for ensuring

that all moving parts operate smoothly and without undue stress. This attention to detail can prevent



costly component failures.

Inspection and Replacement of Wear Parts

Wear parts, such as tines, bearings, and belts, are subject to constant stress during operation. The

john deere hay rake mod 640 manual provides clear guidance on how to inspect these components

for signs of wear and tear. Regular inspections allow for timely replacement before these parts fail

completely, which could lead to more significant damage to other parts of the rake or cause downtime

during critical harvesting periods.

The manual will often specify the expected lifespan of certain wear parts and the indicators that signal

they need replacement. For example, it might describe how to measure tine wear or identify worn

bearings. Prompt replacement of these items, following the recommendations in the john deere hay

rake mod 640 manual, is a fundamental aspect of preventative maintenance and ensures the

continued efficient operation of the hay rake.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with Your John Deere 640

Even with diligent maintenance, agricultural equipment can encounter operational challenges. The john

deere hay rake mod 640 manual includes a dedicated troubleshooting section designed to help

operators diagnose and resolve common issues. This section is invaluable for minimizing downtime

and getting the rake back into productive service quickly.

By referencing the troubleshooting guide, users can systematically identify the root cause of a problem.

This often involves checking for specific symptoms and following a series of diagnostic steps. The

manual's clear, concise explanations empower operators to address a range of issues, from minor

adjustments to more complex mechanical problems, without necessarily requiring a service technician.



Diagnosing Operational Problems

When the John Deere 640 hay rake isn't performing as expected, the first step is to consult the

troubleshooting section of the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual. This section typically categorizes

problems by symptom, such as uneven windrows, excessive noise, or the rake not engaging properly.

Each symptom is usually linked to a list of potential causes and recommended solutions.

For instance, if the windrows are inconsistent, the manual might suggest checking tine adjustments,

ground speed, or the evenness of the field. By systematically working through the diagnostic steps

provided, operators can pinpoint the likely cause of the problem. This structured approach, as

presented in the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual, saves time and prevents unnecessary part

replacements.

Resolving Mechanical and Hydraulic Issues

The john deere hay rake mod 640 manual often provides guidance on resolving basic mechanical and

hydraulic issues. This can range from tightening loose connections to addressing minor hydraulic

leaks. The manual will typically specify the tools required for these repairs and outline the safest and

most effective procedures.

For more complex issues that may require specialized knowledge or tools, the manual will usually

indicate when it's best to consult a qualified John Deere dealer. However, for many common

mechanical hiccups, the troubleshooting section offers practical, actionable advice that empowers

farmers to perform basic repairs themselves, thereby reducing reliance on external service and

keeping the equipment operational.



Safety Precautions as Detailed in the John Deere Hay Rake

Mod 640 Manual

Safety is a paramount concern when operating any agricultural machinery. The john deere hay rake

mod 640 manual dedicates significant attention to outlining crucial safety precautions to protect the

operator, bystanders, and the equipment itself. Adhering strictly to these safety guidelines is non-

negotiable and is fundamental for a safe and productive farming operation.

The manual covers various aspects of safe operation, including personal protective equipment (PPE),

safe tractor-implement connection procedures, and guidelines for operating the rake in the field.

Understanding and implementing these safety protocols, as thoroughly detailed in the john deere hay

rake mod 640 manual, helps prevent accidents and ensures a secure working environment for

everyone involved.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

The john deere hay rake mod 640 manual emphasizes the importance of wearing appropriate

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) when operating or performing maintenance on the hay rake.

This typically includes safety glasses or goggles to protect the eyes from flying debris, sturdy work

gloves to prevent cuts and abrasms, and appropriate footwear. Hearing protection might also be

recommended, especially when operating the tractor's PTO.

The manual may also highlight the need for high-visibility clothing, particularly when operating near

roads or in low-light conditions. Following the PPE recommendations outlined in the john deere hay

rake mod 640 manual is a simple yet critical step in mitigating the risks associated with operating

heavy machinery and ensures a safer working environment.



Safe Tractor and Implement Handling

Properly connecting and handling the tractor and implement combination is a key area covered by the

john deere hay rake mod 640 manual. This includes guidelines for secure hitching, ensuring that all

safety pins and locks are properly engaged. The manual will also provide advice on weight distribution

and balance to prevent tractor instability, especially when transporting the rake.

Furthermore, the manual will likely address safe operating speeds, particularly when turning or

traversing uneven terrain. It will also stress the importance of ensuring that all guards and safety

shields are in place before operation. By diligently following the safe tractor and implement handling

procedures outlined in the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual, operators can significantly reduce

the risk of accidents and damage to both the tractor and the rake.

Field Safety Practices

Operating the John Deere 640 hay rake in the field requires an awareness of the surrounding

environment and potential hazards. The john deere hay rake mod 640 manual provides specific field

safety practices to ensure the well-being of the operator and anyone in the vicinity. This includes

maintaining a safe distance from other people and machinery, being aware of obstacles in the field

such as ditches or rocks, and ensuring clear visibility.

The manual might also include advice on safe shutdown procedures, such as lowering the rake to the

ground and engaging the parking brake before dismounting the tractor. Understanding and

implementing these field safety practices, as detailed in the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual, is

crucial for preventing accidents and ensuring a smooth and safe hay harvesting operation.



Q: Where can I find a digital copy of the John Deere Hay Rake Mod

640 Manual?

A: Digital copies of the John Deere Hay Rake Mod 640 Manual are often available through the official

John Deere website or authorized John Deere dealers. Searching online agricultural forums and

equipment enthusiast sites may also lead to community-shared resources, though official sources are

recommended for accuracy and completeness.

Q: What is the primary function of the tines on a John Deere 640 hay

rake?

A: The primary function of the tines on a John Deere 640 hay rake is to gather cut forage from the

field and form it into uniform windrows. These windrows are crucial for efficient subsequent baling or

other harvesting operations, allowing for proper drying and handling of the hay.

Q: How often should I lubricate the John Deere 640 hay rake

according to the manual?

A: The frequency of lubrication for the John Deere 640 hay rake will vary depending on the specific

components and the intensity of use. The manual typically outlines a schedule including daily, weekly,

and seasonal lubrication points, specifying the type of lubricant and the quantity to be applied.

Q: What are the recommended settings for windrow width on the John

Deere 640 hay rake?

A: The recommended settings for windrow width on the John Deere 640 hay rake depend on several

factors, including crop type, density, and the desired output for the baler. The manual provides

guidance on adjusting the rake's working width to achieve optimal windrows for specific conditions.



Q: How do I properly attach the John Deere 640 hay rake to my

tractor?

A: Proper attachment involves ensuring the hitch is compatible and securely fastened with the correct

pins and locking mechanisms as detailed in the john deere hay rake mod 640 manual. It also includes

connecting the tractor's Power Take-Off (PTO) and hydraulic systems correctly, following the specific

instructions in the manual to ensure safe and effective operation.

Q: What safety precautions should I take before operating the John

Deere 640 hay rake?

A: Before operating the John Deere 640 hay rake, it is essential to conduct a thorough pre-operation

check, ensuring all guards are in place, wear parts are in good condition, and all fasteners are tight.

Wearing appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) such as safety glasses, gloves, and sturdy

footwear is also a critical safety measure.

Q: What should I do if the John Deere 640 hay rake is making unusual

noises during operation?

A: If the John Deere 640 hay rake is making unusual noises, consult the troubleshooting section of the

john deere hay rake mod 640 manual. It will likely guide you to inspect for loose parts, worn bearings,

or issues with the tine mounting system, suggesting specific checks and potential remedies.

Q: Is it possible to adjust the rake height of the John Deere 640 while

in the field?

A: Many models of the John Deere 640 hay rake allow for on-the-go adjustments of rake height, often

controlled by the tractor's hydraulic system. The john deere hay rake mod 640 manual will detail the

specific procedure for making these adjustments to accommodate varying field terrain and crop



conditions.
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