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john deere 946 moco manual is an indispensable resource for any owner or operator of this specific John
Deere mower conditioner. This comprehensive guide provides essential information for the operation,
maintenance, and troubleshooting of your 946 model, ensuring optimal performance and longevity.
Whether you are seeking detailed setup instructions, routine service procedures, or solutions to common
operational issues, the 946 moco manual serves as your authoritative reference. Understanding the content
within this manual is key to maximizing the efficiency and productivity of your agricultural equipment.
This article will delve into the various aspects covered by the john deere 946 moco manual, highlighting its
importance for safe and effective use.
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Understanding the John Deere 946 Moco Manual

The John Deere 946 Moco manual is more than just a set of instructions; it's a critical tool for ensuring the
safe, efficient, and cost-effective operation of your mower conditioner. This document, often referred to as
the operator's manual or service manual, contains a wealth of knowledge specifically tailored to the 946
model. It is meticulously compiled by John Deere engineers and technical writers to cover every facet of
the machine's lifecycle, from initial setup to advanced repair. Possessing and understanding the john deere
946 moco manual empowers operators to make informed decisions, prevent potential damage, and maintain
peak operational readiness.

The primary purpose of the john deere 946 moco manual is to provide a clear, concise, and authoritative
guide for users. It aims to reduce the learning curve for new operators and serve as a reliable reference for
experienced professionals. By detailing the specific components, functions, and operational parameters of the
946 model, the manual helps to avoid guesswork and promotes best practices. This leads to improved



productivity, reduced downtime, and a longer service life for the equipment. Furthermore, adherence to
the guidelines within the manual is often crucial for maintaining warranty validity.

Key Sections of the John Deere 946 Moco Manual

A comprehensive john deere 946 moco manual is typically divided into several distinct sections, each
addressing a specific area of importance. These sections are logically organized to allow users to quickly find
the information they need. Understanding the structure of the manual can significantly enhance your
ability to utilize it effectively. From basic safety precautions to detailed repair procedures, every part plays
a vital role in ensuring you can operate and maintain your 946 mower conditioner with confidence.

Safety Precautions and General Information

The initial sections of the john deere 946 moco manual are dedicated to safety. This is paramount in
agricultural operations where heavy machinery is involved. These sections outline potential hazards
associated with the 946 mower conditioner and provide detailed instructions on how to mitigate risks. This
includes information on personal protective equipment (PPE), safe operating procedures, emergency
shutdown protocols, and warnings about specific components. A thorough review of these safety guidelines
before operating the machine is non-negotiable for preventing accidents and injuries.

Operating Instructions and Adjustments

This crucial part of the john deere 946 moco manual focuses on the practical aspects of using the mower
conditioner. It covers everything from hitching and connecting the 946 to your tractor to setting up the
machine for various crop conditions. Detailed explanations are provided for adjusting cutting height,
conditioning intensity (roll pressure and speed), and cutterbar angle. Information on proper field operation,
turning techniques, and transport procedures is also included. Mastering these operating instructions
ensures you get the most out of your 946 moco, achieving optimal cut quality and forage conditioning.

Routine Maintenance and Lubrication

Preventive maintenance is the cornerstone of equipment longevity, and the john deere 946 moco manual
provides detailed schedules and procedures for this. This section outlines daily, weekly, and annual
maintenance tasks, including inspections, cleaning, and greasing. Specific lubrication points, recommended
lubricant types, and refill capacities are clearly specified. Adhering to these recommended maintenance



intervals, as detailed in the manual, is essential for preventing premature wear, identifying potential
problems early, and ensuring the 946 moco operates reliably season after season.

Troubleshooting and Repair

When operational issues arise, the troubleshooting section of the john deere 946 moco manual is your first
point of reference. It typically presents a systematic approach to diagnosing common problems, ranging
from minor adjustments to more significant mechanical failures. For each issue, the manual offers probable
causes and step-by-step solutions. This empowers operators to resolve many problems in the field,
minimizing costly downtime. For more complex repairs, the manual provides detailed diagrams and
instructions to guide technicians.

Specifications and Parts Information

The technical specifications section of the john deere 946 moco manual provides critical data such as
dimensions, weights, power requirements, and performance capabilities. This is essential for understanding
the machine's limitations and capabilities. Additionally, many manuals include a parts catalog or reference
section, which lists all replaceable components with their corresponding part numbers. This is invaluable
when ordering replacements, ensuring you receive the correct genuine John Deere parts for your 946
mower conditioner.

Operation and Setup Guidance

Proper operation and setup are fundamental to the performance and durability of the John Deere 946
mower conditioner. The john deere 946 moco manual provides exhaustive guidance on these aspects,
ensuring that operators can configure and utilize the machine to its full potential. This includes
understanding the various levers, settings, and adjustments available on the 946 model to match different
crop types and field conditions. Incorrect setup can lead to poor cutting quality, inefficient conditioning, or
even damage to the equipment.

The manual will typically begin with instructions on safely connecting the 946 moco to the tractor's three-
point hitch and power take-off (PTO) system. It will detail the correct procedures for engaging and
disengaging the PTO, emphasizing the importance of doing so at a stationary tractor. Subsequently, it
guides the operator through setting the appropriate cutting height, which is crucial for harvesting the crop
at the desired level and avoiding damage to the cutterbar. The manual also provides detailed instructions on
how to adjust the conditioning system, which may involve altering the pressure between the conditioning
rolls or adjusting their speed. These settings are vital for preparing the forage for drying, impacting its



nutritional value and subsequent handling.

Adjusting Conditioning Roll Settings

The conditioning rolls on the John Deere 946 mower conditioner play a critical role in crimping or
bruising the stems of the harvested crop, which speeds up the drying process. The john deere 946 moco
manual offers precise instructions on how to adjust the pressure between these rolls. This adjustment is
typically dependent on the type and density of the crop being harvested. For instance, heavier crops might
require more pressure to effectively crimp the stems, while delicate crops may need lighter pressure to
avoid damage. The manual will explain how to use the relevant control mechanisms on the 946 moco to
achieve these settings, often accompanied by visual guides.

Furthermore, the manual will detail how to adjust the operating speed of the conditioning rolls. Some
models offer variable speed settings that can be synchronized with the tractor's PTO speed or adjusted
independently. The john deere 946 moco manual will provide recommended speed ranges for different
crops and explain the impact of roll speed on the conditioning effect. It is important to note that over-
conditioning can lead to excessive leaf shatter, while under-conditioning can slow down the drying process
significantly. Therefore, understanding and implementing the manual's guidance on roll adjustments is key
to optimizing forage quality.

Field Operation and Transport

The john deere 946 moco manual dedicates significant attention to safe and efficient field operation. This
includes advising on optimal ground speeds for different conditions, how to navigate contours and slopes,
and strategies for making clean turns at the end of passes to minimize crop overlap or missed areas. The
manual will also provide comprehensive instructions for transporting the 946 mower conditioner, whether
it is being moved between fields or to a storage location. This involves detailing the correct procedures for
raising and securing the machine, ensuring all safety lights and reflectors are functional, and advising on
appropriate road speeds and precautions.

Maintenance and Lubrication Procedures

Regular and correct maintenance is vital for the longevity and reliable performance of any agricultural
equipment, and the John Deere 946 mower conditioner is no exception. The john deere 946 moco manual
provides a detailed roadmap for all necessary maintenance tasks, ensuring that the machine remains in
optimal working condition throughout its operational life. Neglecting these procedures can lead to costly
breakdowns, reduced efficiency, and accelerated wear on critical components. The manual's maintenance



schedule is designed to be proactive, catching potential issues before they become major problems.

The manual will typically start with daily or pre-operation checks. These often include visual inspections
for loose or damaged parts, checking tire pressure, ensuring all safety guards are in place, and verifying the
condition of the cutterbar. Following these initial checks, the manual will outline lubrication requirements.
This is perhaps one of the most critical aspects of routine maintenance. The john deere 946 moco manual
will clearly indicate all lubrication points, the type of lubricant recommended (e.g., grease, oil), and the
required intervals for each. This might include greasing bearings, pivot points, gearboxes, and other
moving parts.

Lubrication Schedule and Specifications

A cornerstone of the maintenance section is the detailed lubrication schedule provided in the john deere
946 moco manual. This schedule will typically break down lubrication requirements by operating hours or
calendar intervals (e.g., daily, weekly, after every 50 hours of operation, annually). It will specify the exact
type and grade of grease or oil required for each point. For example, it might recommend a specific John
Deere-branded grease for bearings or a particular viscosity of gear oil for the main gearbox. Using the
correct lubricants is essential, as incorrect types can lead to premature wear or component failure.

The manual may also provide information on checking fluid levels, such as in gearboxes or hydraulic
systems if applicable. It will detail the capacity of each reservoir and the recommended fluid specifications.
Following these lubrication and fluid level checks diligently, as outlined in the john deere 946 moco
manual, will significantly reduce friction, prevent corrosion, and ensure the smooth operation of all moving
parts. This proactive approach to lubrication is one of the most effective ways to extend the service life of
the 946 mower conditioner.

Blade Inspection and Replacement

The cutting blades are the primary working components of the mower conditioner, and their condition
directly impacts cutting performance and the quality of the forage. The john deere 946 moco manual will
provide detailed instructions on how to inspect the cutting blades for wear, damage, or dullness. It will also
outline the correct procedures for their replacement. This typically involves safely disengaging the PTO,
securing the cutterbar, and using appropriate tools to remove and install new blades. The manual will often
specify the type of blades recommended for optimal performance with the 946 model and may include
torque specifications for their fasteners to ensure they are securely attached.



Tensioning Belts and Chains

Many mower conditioners, including the John Deere 946, utilize belts and chains to drive various
components. The john deere 946 moco manual will provide guidance on checking the tension of these belts
and chains. Incorrect tension can lead to slippage, excessive wear, or inefficient power transfer. The manual
will detail how to adjust the tension using the machine's built-in adjustment mechanisms, ensuring they
are neither too tight nor too loose. This is a critical maintenance task that ensures power is delivered
effectively to the cutterbar and conditioning rolls.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with diligent maintenance, agricultural equipment can encounter operational issues. The john deere
946 moco manual is an invaluable tool for diagnosing and resolving these problems efficiently. It typically
features a dedicated troubleshooting section that addresses the most common concerns encountered by
operators. This section is structured to help users systematically identify the root cause of a problem and
implement the appropriate solution, minimizing downtime and getting the 946 mower conditioner back to
work quickly.

When a problem arises, the first step is usually to consult the troubleshooting guide within the manual.
This guide often presents issues in a table format, listing the symptom, the possible causes, and the
recommended corrective actions. For example, if the mower conditioner is not cutting cleanly, the manual
might suggest checking for dull blades, improper cutting height adjustment, or debris caught in the
cutterbar. Each potential cause is then linked to specific diagnostic steps and repair procedures.

Diagnosing Cutting Performance Issues

Poor cutting performance can stem from various factors, and the john deere 946 moco manual provides
clear guidance on how to diagnose these. Symptoms like uneven cutting, tearing of the crop, or excessive
uncut stalks are addressed. The manual will instruct operators to first check the most obvious culprits, such
as dull or damaged cutting blades, ensuring they are replaced if necessary. It will also guide users through
inspecting the cutterbar for any obstructions or damage and verifying that the cutting height is set
correctly for the crop and field conditions. Furthermore, the manual might explain how to check for
proper cutterbar balance and the alignment of the cutterbar itself, which are crucial for a clean and efficient
cut with the 946 model.



Addressing Conditioning Problems

Issues with the conditioning system, such as insufficient crimping or excessive leaf shatter, can significantly
impact forage quality. The john deere 946 moco manual offers solutions for these scenarios. It will guide
users through checking and adjusting the pressure between the conditioning rolls, as well as verifying
their speed settings. The manual explains how these adjustments relate to different crop types and moisture
levels. If the conditioning rolls are not effectively processing the crop, the manual might suggest inspecting
for worn roll surfaces, ensuring they are clean, or checking for any internal mechanical issues within the
conditioning drive system. Proper adjustment and maintenance of the conditioning system, as per the
manual's recommendations, are essential for accelerating the drying process and preserving the nutritional
value of the forage.

Resolving Drive System Issues

Problems related to the power take-off (PTO) system or internal drive mechanisms of the 946 mower
conditioner can lead to a lack of power or complete stoppage. The john deere 946 moco manual will provide
troubleshooting steps for these situations. This might involve checking the tractor's PTO engagement,
inspecting the PTO driveline for damage or binding, and ensuring all safety shields are correctly in place.
For internal drive issues, such as slipping belts or grinding noises from gearboxes, the manual will offer
diagnostic procedures. This could include checking belt tension, inspecting for worn belts or chains, and
verifying lubricant levels and conditions in gearboxes. The manual's detailed explanations are crucial for
safely diagnosing and rectifying drive system problems on the 946.

Importance of Using the Correct Manual

In the realm of agricultural machinery, precision and accuracy are paramount. Using the correct operator's
or service manual for a specific piece of equipment like the John Deere 946 mower conditioner is not
merely a recommendation; it is a fundamental requirement for safe, efficient, and effective operation. The
john deere 946 moco manual is a highly specialized document, tailored precisely to the engineering,
components, and operating parameters of that particular model. Deviating from this specific documentation
can lead to a cascade of negative consequences, ranging from minor operational inefficiencies to serious
equipment damage and even safety hazards.

Each model of John Deere equipment is designed with unique specifications, tolerances, and systems. The
946 mower conditioner, while sharing some commonalities with other John Deere machines, possesses its
own distinct characteristics. Therefore, a manual written for a different model, such as a 956 or a
completely different series of mower conditioner, will contain information that is either irrelevant or,
worse, misleading for the 946. For instance, lubrication points, maintenance intervals, or specific adjustment



procedures may differ significantly. Relying on incorrect information can result in improper maintenance,
incorrect settings, and ultimately, a failure to achieve optimal performance from the 946.

Ensuring Safety and Preventing Damage

Safety is the foremost consideration when operating any heavy machinery. The john deere 946 moco
manual contains critical safety warnings, operating procedures, and emergency shutdown instructions
specifically developed for the 946 model. These are based on the machine's design and potential operational
risks. Using a manual for a different model might omit vital safety information pertinent to the 946,
exposing operators to unnecessary risks of injury. Furthermore, incorrect operational procedures or
maintenance practices derived from an inaccurate manual can lead to significant damage to the mower
conditioner. This can include damage to the cutterbar, conditioning rolls, drive systems, or hydraulic
components, resulting in costly repairs and extended downtime.

Maximizing Performance and Longevity

To achieve the best possible performance from the John Deere 946 mower conditioner, operators must
adhere to the specific setup and adjustment guidelines provided in its dedicated manual. The john deere
946 moco manual details how to optimize settings for various crop types, densities, and field conditions to
ensure efficient cutting and effective conditioning. Incorrect settings, derived from an inaccurate manual,
can lead to compromised forage quality, increased fuel consumption, and reduced field coverage rates. Over
time, consistent use of incorrect procedures or maintenance practices can significantly shorten the lifespan
of the equipment. By following the precise maintenance schedules and procedures outlined in the john
deere 946 moco manual, operators can ensure that their 946 mower conditioner is consistently well-
maintained, thereby maximizing its operational lifespan and ensuring reliable service for years to come.

Warranty Compliance

For owners operating their John Deere 946 mower conditioner under warranty, adherence to the
manufacturer's recommended operating and maintenance procedures is often a strict requirement. The
john deere 946 moco manual serves as the definitive guide to these procedures. Failure to follow the
instructions and schedules outlined in the correct manual, and instead following procedures from an
incorrect source, can potentially void the warranty. This means that if a component fails due to improper
maintenance or operation, the owner may be solely responsible for the repair costs, which can be
substantial. Therefore, ensuring you have and are using the precise john deere 946 moco manual is crucial
for maintaining warranty coverage and protecting your investment.



Obtaining the Correct Manual

The best way to ensure you have the correct john deere 946 moco manual is to obtain it directly from an
authorized John Deere dealer or through the official John Deere website. These sources provide genuine
manuals that are guaranteed to be accurate and up-to-date for the specific 946 model. While unofficial or
third-party copies may exist, their accuracy cannot always be guaranteed, and they may not reflect the
latest updates or revisions. Investing in the official manual is an investment in the proper care and optimal
performance of your valuable agricultural equipment.

Q: Where can I find an official John Deere 946 moco manual?
A: The most reliable source for an official John Deere 946 moco manual is through your local authorized
John Deere dealer. You can also often find digital versions or order physical copies directly from the John
Deere website or their parts portal.

Q: What are the main benefits of having a john deere 946 moco manual?
A: The main benefits include ensuring safe operation, proper setup and adjustments for optimal
performance, understanding routine maintenance procedures to prolong the life of the machine, and
having a guide for troubleshooting common issues, all of which help reduce downtime and repair costs.

Q: Can I use a manual for a different John Deere mower conditioner
model for my 946?
A: It is strongly advised not to. While there might be similarities, each model has unique specifications and
operational parameters. Using an incorrect manual can lead to improper maintenance, incorrect settings,
equipment damage, and potentially void your warranty. Always use the specific john deere 946 moco
manual.

Q: How often should I consult my john deere 946 moco manual for
maintenance?
A: You should consult the manual regularly, especially when performing routine maintenance. The
manual outlines daily, weekly, monthly, and annual (or based on operating hours) maintenance schedules
that are critical for keeping your 946 mower conditioner in optimal condition.



Q: What type of information can I expect to find in the troubleshooting
section of the john deere 946 moco manual?
A: The troubleshooting section typically provides a systematic approach to diagnosing common operational
problems. It lists symptoms, probable causes, and step-by-step corrective actions to help you resolve issues
efficiently in the field or workshop.

Q: Is the john deere 946 moco manual necessary if I am an experienced
operator?
A: Yes, even experienced operators benefit greatly from the manual. It serves as an authoritative reference
for specific adjustments, torque values, lubricant specifications, and safety procedures unique to the 946
model, ensuring best practices are followed and potential new issues can be addressed.

Q: What should I do if I encounter a problem not covered in the
troubleshooting section of my john deere 946 moco manual?
A: If a problem is not addressed in the manual, it is best to contact an authorized John Deere dealer or a
qualified service technician. They have access to further technical resources and expertise for complex or
unusual issues.
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