
john barrowman i am what i am
John Barrowman I Am What I Am is a powerful anthem that resonates deeply with
themes of self-acceptance and individuality. The song, originally from the musical “La
Cage aux Folles,” has been embraced by many artists, but John Barrowman’s rendition
stands out for its emotional depth and vibrant energy. In this article, we will explore
Barrowman’s connection to the song, its significance in both the LGBTQ+ community and
the broader cultural landscape, and the impact it has had on his career.

Who is John Barrowman?

John Barrowman is a Scottish-American actor, singer, and presenter, best known for his
roles in popular television series such as “Doctor Who” and its spin-off “Torchwood.” Born
on March 11, 1967, in Glasgow, Scotland, Barrowman moved to the United States at a
young age and has since built a multifaceted career in entertainment. His charismatic
personality and vocal talent have made him a beloved figure in the performing arts.

The Journey to “I Am What I Am”

Barrowman’s interpretation of “I Am What I Am” is an important part of his artistic
identity. The song, written by Jerry Herman, is a declaration of pride and resilience,
encouraging individuals to embrace their true selves without fear of judgment. John first
performed this song during various concerts and shows, quickly becoming a signature
piece in his repertoire.

1. Musical Background: Barrowman has a rich background in musical theater, having
trained at the University of Washington and performed in numerous stage productions.
2. Connection to the LGBTQ+ Community: As an openly gay man, Barrowman’s
performance of “I Am What I Am” serves as a powerful statement of acceptance and love
for oneself, a message that resonates strongly within the LGBTQ+ community.

The Significance of “I Am What I Am”

“I Am What I Am” is not just a song; it is a cultural statement that has been embraced by
many individuals seeking affirmation of their identities. The song’s lyrics express a bold
declaration of self-worth and pride, which has made it an anthem for many marginalized
groups, particularly the LGBTQ+ community.

Empowerment and Acceptance

The lyrics of “I Am What I Am” convey a message of empowerment, encouraging listeners



to celebrate their uniqueness. This theme is particularly relevant in today’s society, where
issues of identity and acceptance are at the forefront of cultural conversations.
Barrowman’s performance captures this essence, infusing it with his own personal
experiences and authenticity.

Impact on the LGBTQ+ Community

The song has become a rallying cry for acceptance and pride among LGBTQ+ individuals.
When John Barrowman performs “I Am What I Am,” he not only entertains but also
inspires others to celebrate their identities.

- Visibility: Barrowman’s prominence as an openly gay entertainer has helped increase
visibility for LGBTQ+ issues in mainstream media.
- Advocacy: Through his performances, Barrowman advocates for self-acceptance and
encourages others to embrace who they are, helping to foster a sense of belonging and
community.

John Barrowman’s Performance Style

Barrowman is known for his dynamic stage presence and ability to connect with his
audience. His version of “I Am What I Am” showcases his vocal talent while also
highlighting his passion for the song’s message.

Vocal Delivery

Barrowman’s vocal delivery is characterized by:

- Powerful Range: His ability to hit both high and low notes adds emotional depth to the
performance.
- Expressive Emotion: Barrowman’s connection to the song allows him to convey a range
of emotions, from defiance to joy.

Stage Presence

Barrowman’s charisma on stage captivates audiences, creating an engaging atmosphere
that enhances the impact of “I Am What I Am.” His performances often include:

- Interaction with Audience: Barrowman frequently engages with his audience, making
them feel like part of the performance.
- Embodying the Message: He fully embodies the message of the song, making it a
personal and collective experience for those in attendance.



The Cultural Legacy of “I Am What I Am”

The legacy of “I Am What I Am” extends beyond John Barrowman’s performances. The
song has been covered by numerous artists and remains a staple in LGBTQ+ pride events
and celebrations worldwide.

Influence on Other Artists

Many artists have been inspired by the message of “I Am What I Am,” leading to new
interpretations and renditions. This includes:

- Broadway Performers: Many Broadway artists have embraced the song as a form of self-
expression.
- Pop Culture References: The song has appeared in various television shows and films,
solidifying its status as an anthem for self-acceptance.

Celebration of Diversity

“I Am What I Am” is often featured at pride parades and LGBTQ+ events, symbolizing the
celebration of diversity and the importance of living authentically. Barrowman’s
performances amplify this message, encouraging others to join in the celebration.

Conclusion

John Barrowman I Am What I Am is more than just a song; it is a celebration of
individuality and self-acceptance. Through his powerful performances, John Barrowman
has made a significant impact on the LGBTQ+ community and beyond, inspiring countless
individuals to embrace their true selves. The song’s message of pride and resilience
continues to resonate, making it a timeless anthem for all who seek to celebrate their
identity. As Barrowman continues to perform and advocate for acceptance, “I Am What I
Am” will undoubtedly remain a cornerstone of his legacy in the world of music and
entertainment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'I Am What I Am' in John
Barrowman's career?
'I Am What I Am' is a powerful anthem of self-acceptance and identity that resonates with
John Barrowman's personal journey as a performer and openly gay artist. It showcases his
commitment to authenticity and has become synonymous with his public persona.



How has John Barrowman interpreted 'I Am What I Am'
in his performances?
John Barrowman delivers 'I Am What I Am' with emotional intensity, often infusing it with
his own experiences of embracing his identity. His performances are characterized by
vibrant energy and a strong connection to the lyrics, making it a highlight in his concerts.

What themes are explored in 'I Am What I Am' as
performed by John Barrowman?
The themes of self-identity, resilience, and empowerment are central to 'I Am What I Am'.
Barrowman's rendition emphasizes the importance of embracing one's true self and
celebrating individuality, which resonates deeply with audiences.

How has 'I Am What I Am' impacted LGBTQ+
representation in media?
John Barrowman's performance of 'I Am What I Am' has contributed to LGBTQ+ visibility
in media by highlighting the struggles and triumphs of being true to oneself. It serves as
an anthem of pride and has inspired many within the community to embrace their
identities.

Has John Barrowman discussed the personal meaning of
'I Am What I Am' in interviews?
Yes, John Barrowman has often discussed the personal significance of 'I Am What I Am' in
interviews, expressing how it reflects his journey of self-acceptance and the importance of
living authentically. He emphasizes that the song empowers him and many others to
celebrate who they are.
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