
jnaneshwar the gurus guru

jnaneshwar the gurus guru stands as a monumental figure in the spiritual and
philosophical landscape of India, revered not just as a saint but as the very
fount from which wisdom flowed to countless other spiritual leaders. His
profound insights into the nature of reality, consciousness, and devotion
have resonated through centuries, shaping devotional traditions and
philosophical discourse. This article delves into the life, teachings, and
enduring legacy of Dnyaneshwar Maharaj, exploring why he is so often
described as the "guru's guru," a testament to his unparalleled spiritual
stature. We will examine his seminal work, the Dnyaneshwari, his role in
popularizing the Bhagavad Gita, and the impact of his philosophy on
subsequent generations of saints and seekers.
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The Life and Times of Sant Dnyaneshwar

Sant Dnyaneshwar, born Dnyandev in 1275 CE in the village of Apegaon near
Paithan, Maharashtra, lived a remarkably short yet extraordinarily impactful
life. He was born into a Brahmin family, but his father, Vithalpant,
renounced worldly life to become an ascetic. Due to this, Dnyaneshwar and his
siblings faced social ostracization, a hardship that forged their spiritual
resilience. Despite facing such adversity from a young age, Dnyaneshwar
displayed an extraordinary level of spiritual maturity and profound
understanding. His early life was marked by rigorous spiritual discipline and
intense study, laying the foundation for his later contributions.

His spiritual journey was deeply intertwined with his siblings, Nivruttinath,
Sopan, and Muktabai, each of whom were also realized souls. They received
initiation and guidance from revered saints like Changdev, an advanced yogi
who was initially arrogant about his spiritual prowess but was humbled and
initiated by the young Dnyaneshwar. This event itself speaks volumes about
Dnyaneshwar's spiritual depth, where he was able to guide an older,
established practitioner. His travels across Maharashtra and his public
discourses played a crucial role in disseminating spiritual knowledge to the
masses, making profound philosophical concepts accessible through poetic
language and relatable analogies.

The Genesis of Jnaneshwari: A Commentary on the
Bhagavad Gita

The most significant contribution of Sant Dnyaneshwar is his masterpiece, the
Bhavartha Deepika, popularly known as the Dnyaneshwari. This voluminous
commentary on the Bhagavad Gita was composed around 1290 CE at the age of
sixteen, a feat that continues to awe scholars and devotees alike. The
Dnyaneshwari is not merely a scholarly exegesis; it is a vibrant, devotional,



and deeply philosophical exposition of Krishna's teachings to Arjuna.
Dnyaneshwar's genius lies in his ability to translate the complex
philosophical tenets of the Gita into the vernacular Marathi, making it
accessible to the common people who were largely excluded from Sanskrit-based
religious discourse.

The Dnyaneshwari is a treasure trove of spiritual wisdom, presented in a
melodious and poetic style that is both intellectually stimulating and
emotionally resonant. Dnyaneshwar delves into various paths of spiritual
realization, including Karma Yoga (the path of action), Jnana Yoga (the path
of knowledge), and Bhakti Yoga (the path of devotion). He emphasizes the
interconnectedness of these paths and highlights devotion as the supreme
means to attain divine union. The commentary also incorporates elements of
Marathi folklore and cultural nuances, making the spiritual message deeply
relatable to his audience. His profound understanding of Vedanta, coupled
with his innate devotional fervor, resulted in a work that is considered a
pinnacle of spiritual literature.

Key Philosophical Tenets of the Jnaneshwari

The Dnyaneshwari expounds several profound philosophical principles that form
the bedrock of its spiritual teachings. One of the central themes is the
concept of Advaita Vedanta, the non-dualistic philosophy that posits the
ultimate reality as one, Brahman, and the individual soul (Atman) as
identical with Brahman. Dnyaneshwar eloquently illustrates this oneness,
asserting that the perceived multiplicity of the world is an illusion (Maya)
born of ignorance. He stresses the importance of realizing this underlying
unity to transcend suffering and attain liberation.

Another cornerstone of his philosophy is the supreme importance of Bhakti, or
selfless devotion. While acknowledging the validity of other paths,
Dnyaneshwar consistently champions Bhakti as the most direct and accessible
route to God-realization, especially in the Kali Yuga. He describes devotion
not as mere ritualistic worship but as an all-encompassing love and surrender
to the Divine. This devotion, he explains, purifies the mind, dissolves ego,
and opens the heart to divine grace. His teachings emphasize that true
devotion is not passive but an active engagement with life, performed with an
attitude of dedication to the Supreme Being. Other key tenets include:

The nature of the Self (Atman) as eternal, unchanging, and divine.

The illusory nature of the material world and the transient nature of
worldly attachments.

The role of the Guru in guiding the disciple towards self-realization.

The concept of universal love and compassion for all beings.

The importance of selfless action performed without attachment to the
fruits of labor.

Dnyaneshwar: The Guru's Guru

The appellation "guru's guru" for Dnyaneshwar is not an exaggeration; it
signifies a depth of spiritual realization that served as an inspiration and



guiding principle for countless spiritual leaders and saints who followed.
His profound understanding of spiritual truths, combined with his innate
compassion and humble demeanor, made him an exemplar of true spiritual
mastery. Even older, established spiritual figures sought his guidance and
were humbled by his wisdom.

The famous incident of Sant Changdev, a yogi who had attained considerable
spiritual powers, is a testament to Dnyaneshwar's spiritual eminence.
Changdev, in his pride, attempted to visit Dnyaneshwar on a tiger,
accompanied by snakes as his retinue. Dnyaneshwar, unimpeded, simply willed
the tiger to move, and it transformed into Changdev's mount. This act not
only demonstrated Dnyaneshwar's extraordinary yogic powers but, more
importantly, his spiritual authority, which dissolved Changdev's ego and led
him to become a disciple. This event highlights Dnyaneshwar's ability to
guide even those who were spiritually advanced, embodying the role of a guru
for other gurus.

His teachings on devotion and the accessibility of spiritual realization
through love and surrender provided a new paradigm for many spiritual
aspirants. His emphasis on the inherent divinity within every individual,
regardless of caste or creed, broke down societal barriers and made
spirituality a more inclusive pursuit. This egalitarian approach to spiritual
awakening resonated deeply with many and influenced the Bhakti movement
significantly.

The Impact and Legacy of Sant Dnyaneshwar

The legacy of Sant Dnyaneshwar is immeasurable, extending far beyond the
realm of religious philosophy into the cultural and social fabric of
Maharashtra and beyond. The Dnyaneshwari, in particular, has served as a
spiritual beacon for centuries, inspiring countless individuals on their
paths to enlightenment. Its poetic beauty and profound wisdom have been a
source of solace, guidance, and spiritual upliftment for generations.

His influence on the Varkari tradition, a prominent devotional sect in
Maharashtra, is paramount. The Varkari sampradaya, which venerates Lord
Vitthal of Pandharpur, considers Dnyaneshwar its foremost saint. His
philosophical insights and devotional fervor provided the spiritual
foundation for this movement, which emphasizes devotion, equality, and
community singing (kirtan). Saints like Namdev, Eknath, and Tukaram, who
followed him, were deeply influenced by his teachings and built upon the
spiritual edifice he had created. They often referred to him with immense
reverence, acknowledging his foundational role in their own spiritual
journeys.

Furthermore, Dnyaneshwar Maharaj's commitment to making spiritual knowledge
accessible through the Marathi language played a crucial role in the
development and standardization of the language itself. He demonstrated that
profound philosophical and spiritual ideas could be expressed beautifully and
effectively in the vernacular, thereby empowering the common people and
fostering a sense of cultural identity. His samadhi at Alandi is a major
pilgrimage site, drawing millions of devotees annually, a testament to his
enduring spiritual presence and influence.

Jnaneshwari in Modern Times

In contemporary times, the teachings of Sant Dnyaneshwar and the Dnyaneshwari
continue to be highly relevant, offering timeless wisdom for navigating the



complexities of modern life. In an era often characterized by stress,
materialism, and a search for meaning, Dnyaneshwar's emphasis on inner peace,
devotion, and the interconnectedness of all beings provides a powerful
antidote.

Scholars and spiritual seekers alike continue to study and interpret the
Dnyaneshwari, finding new layers of meaning and application in its verses.
The philosophy of selfless action, mindful living, and the pursuit of inner
knowledge presented by Dnyaneshwar resonates with contemporary concepts of
mindfulness, ethical living, and holistic well-being. His unwavering faith
and profound understanding of the divine, even amidst personal hardship,
offer a model of resilience and spiritual strength.

The accessibility of his teachings, a hallmark of his genius, ensures their
continued appeal. Modern interpretations and translations of the Dnyaneshwari
are widely available, allowing people from diverse backgrounds to engage with
his profound wisdom. His message of universal love and the inherent divinity
in all creation remains a potent force for fostering understanding,
compassion, and spiritual growth in today's interconnected yet often
fragmented world. The very concept of "Jnaneshwar the gurus guru" serves as a
reminder of the profound spiritual lineage that traces its roots to his
transformative teachings.

FAQ

Q: Who is considered the "guru's guru" and why?
A: Sant Dnyaneshwar is widely revered as the "guru's guru" because his
spiritual realization and philosophical depth were so profound that they
inspired and guided many subsequent saints and spiritual leaders. His seminal
work, the Dnyaneshwari, provided a foundational text for devotional and
philosophical traditions, and his life demonstrated an unparalleled level of
spiritual mastery that humbled even established spiritual figures.

Q: What is the Dnyaneshwari, and why is it
significant?
A: The Dnyaneshwari, also known as Bhavartha Deepika, is a comprehensive
Marathi commentary by Sant Dnyaneshwar on the Bhagavad Gita. Its significance
lies in its profound philosophical insights, poetic beauty, and its
accessibility to the common people through the vernacular language, making
the complex teachings of the Gita widely understood and cherished.

Q: What are the main philosophical teachings of Sant
Dnyaneshwar?
A: Sant Dnyaneshwar's teachings primarily focus on Advaita Vedanta (non-
dualism), emphasizing the oneness of the individual soul with the Supreme
Reality (Brahman). He also strongly advocates for Bhakti Yoga (the path of
devotion) as the most accessible and potent means for spiritual liberation,
alongside concepts of selfless action, universal love, and the illusory
nature of the material world.



Q: How did Sant Dnyaneshwar influence later saints?
A: Sant Dnyaneshwar's teachings and his example of spiritual devotion deeply
influenced the Varkari tradition and subsequent prominent saints like Namdev,
Eknath, and Tukaram. They often referred to him with immense reverence,
acknowledging his spiritual authority and the foundational role his work
played in shaping their own philosophical and devotional perspectives.

Q: What is the significance of the Dnyaneshwari in
the Marathi language?
A: The Dnyaneshwari is considered a landmark in Marathi literature. By
composing his commentary in Marathi, Dnyaneshwar Maharaj made profound
spiritual and philosophical knowledge accessible to the masses, contributing
significantly to the development, enrichment, and standardization of the
Marathi language, elevating it as a medium for profound spiritual discourse.

Q: Is Sant Dnyaneshwar's philosophy relevant today?
A: Absolutely. Sant Dnyaneshwar's teachings on mindfulness, selfless action,
inner peace, universal compassion, and the pursuit of spiritual truth offer
timeless wisdom that is highly relevant for navigating the challenges and
complexities of modern life, providing a path towards greater well-being and
spiritual fulfillment.

Q: What was the relationship between Sant Dnyaneshwar
and Sant Changdev?
A: Sant Dnyaneshwar and Sant Changdev represent a significant spiritual
encounter where a highly accomplished yogi, Changdev, was humbled by the even
greater spiritual realization of the young Dnyaneshwar. Dnyaneshwar not only
demonstrated his spiritual prowess but also guided Changdev, transforming him
from an arrogant yogi into a devoted follower, thus solidifying Dnyaneshwar's
status as a supreme spiritual guide.

Q: Where is Sant Dnyaneshwar's samadhi located?
A: Sant Dnyaneshwar's samadhi, where he is believed to have entered a state
of deep meditative absorption and attained final liberation, is located in
Alandi, near Pune, Maharashtra. It is a highly revered pilgrimage site
attracting millions of devotees annually.
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