
jim henson the storyteller dvd
The Timeless Magic of Jim Henson's The Storyteller on DVD

jim henson the storyteller dvd represents a gateway to a world of enchantment, myth, and
timeless wisdom. This beloved series, a true masterpiece from the visionary Jim Henson, continues to
captivate audiences of all ages with its unique blend of puppetry, live-action, and compelling
narratives. The DVD collection allows enthusiasts to revisit or discover these captivating tales, each
imbued with Henson's signature charm and profound understanding of storytelling. From the
mesmerizing performances to the rich visual tapestry, exploring Jim Henson's The Storyteller on DVD
offers an unparalleled journey into the heart of folklore and imagination. This article will delve into the
enduring appeal of the series, explore its key features available on DVD, discuss its impact on modern
storytelling, and highlight why owning the Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD set is an essential
acquisition for any fan of classic television and masterful craft.
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The Enduring Legacy of Jim Henson's The Storyteller

Jim Henson, a name synonymous with groundbreaking puppetry and imaginative worlds, left an
indelible mark on popular culture. Jim Henson's The Storyteller series, originally aired in the late
1980s, stands as a testament to his creative genius, blending his passion for puppetry with a deep
reverence for global folklore. The series sought to bring ancient myths and legends to life with a
unique visual style and a poignant narrative approach. Its critical acclaim and lasting popularity
underscore its significant contribution to the realm of television and children's programming, proving
that well-told stories, regardless of their origin, resonate universally.

The genius of the show lies not only in its storytelling but also in its masterful execution. Henson's
Creature Shop brought to life a menagerie of fantastical beings, each meticulously crafted and
animated with uncanny realism. This commitment to artistic excellence, combined with compelling
scripts and stellar performances from actors and voice artists, created an immersive experience that
transcended the typical television fare of its time. The legacy of The Storyteller continues to inspire
filmmakers and storytellers, reminding us of the power of imagination and the enduring allure of
traditional narratives presented in innovative ways.

What to Expect from the Jim Henson's The Storyteller



DVD Collection

For those seeking to immerse themselves in the magic of Jim Henson's The Storyteller, the DVD
collection offers a definitive way to experience this cherished series. The DVD sets typically feature
high-quality transfers of the original episodes, ensuring that the rich visuals and intricate puppetry are
presented with clarity and vibrancy. Owning the Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD allows for
convenient access to the entire series, enabling viewers to revisit their favorite tales or discover new
ones at their own pace. It's an opportunity to hold a piece of television history in your hands and
share its wonder with future generations.

Beyond the individual episodes, DVD releases often include special features that provide invaluable
insights into the creation of the show. These supplementary materials can offer a deeper appreciation
for the dedication and artistry involved, making the Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD experience even
more rewarding. The convenience of DVD playback also means that the timeless stories can be
enjoyed on various devices, making the magic accessible anytime, anywhere.

Key Features and Content of the DVD Sets

The Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD sets are curated to provide a comprehensive viewing
experience. Each disc is typically packed with episodes, allowing for extended viewing sessions filled
with adventure and wonder. The core content comprises the original broadcast episodes, meticulously
preserved to maintain their original artistic integrity. Viewers can expect to encounter a diverse range
of stories drawn from European folklore, showcasing Henson's commitment to exploring global
mythologies.

Beyond the episodes themselves, bonus materials often elevate the Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD
beyond a simple collection. These extras can include:

Behind-the-scenes documentaries detailing the puppetry, design, and filming process.

Interviews with the creative team, including Jim Henson himself, discussing their vision for the
series.

Galleries of concept art and creature designs, offering a glimpse into the meticulous
craftsmanship.

Commentaries by animators, writers, or puppeteers, providing unique perspectives on specific
episodes.

The inclusion of Henson's iconic introductions and outros, which frame each story with his
inimitable charm.

These features collectively enrich the understanding and appreciation of the series, making the Jim
Henson's The Storyteller DVD an invaluable resource for fans and aspiring creators alike.



Exploring the Enchanting Tales: A Deeper Dive

The heart of Jim Henson's The Storyteller lies in its captivating narratives, which are drawn from a rich
tapestry of global folklore. The series features a diverse array of stories, each meticulously adapted
and brought to life with Henson's signature touch. From the dark forests of German fairy tales to the
whimsical landscapes of Irish legends, the collection offers a journey through diverse cultural
mythologies. Each episode presents a self-contained narrative, often featuring a moral lesson or an
exploration of universal human themes.

Some of the most memorable tales found within the Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD include:

"The Soldier and Death," a darkly humorous tale of a soldier's clever trickery.

"The Luck Child," a story exploring fate and destiny.

"The Greek Myths," a series delving into the foundational stories of ancient Greece.

"Sapsorrow," a poignant retelling of a Cinderella-like story with a unique twist.

These stories, presented with stunning visuals and masterful puppetry, are a testament to the power
of oral tradition and the enduring appeal of classic tales. The Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD allows
viewers to revisit these iconic narratives and experience their profound messages anew.

The Artistry Behind the Stories: Puppetry,
Performance, and Production

The visual splendor and emotional depth of Jim Henson's The Storyteller are a direct result of the
extraordinary artistry involved in its production. Jim Henson's Creature Shop was at the forefront,
creating an array of fantastical creatures that felt alive and expressive. The puppetry, often combined
with live actors, achieved a seamless integration that captivated audiences and pushed the
boundaries of television production. Each puppet was a work of art, designed with intricate detail and
capable of conveying a wide range of emotions, a testament to the skill of the animatronics and
puppeteering teams.

The performances within the series are equally crucial to its success. Actors like the late, great John
Hurt, who served as the Storyteller himself, provided a grounding presence, delivering each tale with
gravitas and warmth. His narration was not just exposition; it was an integral part of the storytelling,
drawing viewers into the magical worlds. The voice actors behind the puppets also contributed
immensely, imbuing their characters with personality and life. The Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD
collection preserves this exceptional blend of visual artistry and powerful performance, offering a
comprehensive look at a truly collaborative creative endeavor.



Why Jim Henson's The Storyteller on DVD Remains
Essential

In an era saturated with digital content, the Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD stands out as a tangible
and enduring piece of artistic achievement. It offers a curated, high-quality viewing experience that is
often superior to streaming options, free from interruptions and buffering issues. The tactile nature of
DVDs allows for ownership and personal curation of one's media library, ensuring that these beloved
stories are always accessible. For many, the DVD set evokes a sense of nostalgia, transporting them
back to a time of imaginative television that prioritized substance and artistry.

Furthermore, the educational and cultural value of The Storyteller cannot be overstated. The series
introduces younger generations to classic myths and legends from around the world, fostering an
appreciation for diverse cultures and the art of storytelling. The Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD is
more than just entertainment; it's a valuable educational tool that sparks curiosity and encourages
critical thinking. The enduring themes of courage, wisdom, and the consequences of choices are as
relevant today as they were when the tales were first conceived, making this collection a timeless
investment for families and individuals who value quality storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions about Jim Henson's The
Storyteller DVD

Q: Where can I buy Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD sets?
A: Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD sets are widely available through online retailers such as
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and dedicated media stores. You can also check with local independent
bookstores or specialty DVD shops.

Q: Are there different versions or editions of the Jim Henson's
The Storyteller DVD?
A: While the core episodes remain the same, there might be different box set configurations or re-
releases over the years, some potentially including updated bonus features. It's advisable to check
product descriptions for specific details on content.

Q: Does the Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD include all the
episodes from the original series?
A: Most complete series DVD collections aim to include all the original broadcast episodes. It's always
best to verify the episode count listed on the DVD packaging or product description to ensure
completeness.



Q: What kind of bonus features can I expect on the Jim
Henson's The Storyteller DVD?
A: Typical bonus features for the Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD include behind-the-scenes
documentaries, interviews with the cast and crew, concept art galleries, and sometimes
commentaries on select episodes.

Q: Is the Jim Henson's The Storyteller DVD suitable for young
children?
A: While the series is based on folklore, some episodes contain themes that might be more
appropriate for slightly older children or may require parental guidance. The overall tone is generally
gentle, but the subject matter can sometimes be intense.

Q: How does the video and audio quality compare on the Jim
Henson's The Storyteller DVD?
A: DVD releases generally offer improved video and audio quality compared to older formats. While
not always HD, the transfers are typically well-restored, preserving the original look and sound of the
series.

Q: Can I watch Jim Henson's The Storyteller on DVD on any
player?
A: Standard DVDs are playable on most DVD players, Blu-ray players, and gaming consoles that
support DVD playback. Ensure your player is region-compatible if you are purchasing from a different
region.

Q: Are there any special editions or box sets that are
particularly recommended for collectors of Jim Henson's The
Storyteller DVD?
A: Collectors often seek out the most comprehensive box sets that include all episodes and the widest
range of bonus features. Limited edition releases, if they exist, might also be of interest for their
exclusive packaging or additional content.
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