
jgim instructions for authors
jgim instructions for authors serve as a crucial guide for researchers and academics aiming
to publish their work in the Journal of General Internal Medicine. Adhering to these
guidelines ensures that submitted manuscripts meet the journal's high standards for clarity,
originality, and scientific rigor, ultimately facilitating a smoother peer-review process. This
comprehensive article will delve into the intricacies of these instructions, covering
manuscript preparation, submission procedures, ethical considerations, and formatting
requirements. By understanding and meticulously following the jgim instructions for
authors, you can significantly increase the chances of your valuable research being
accepted and published. We will explore everything from initial manuscript structure to the
final details of referencing.
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Understanding the Scope and Aims of JGIM
The Journal of General Internal Medicine (JGIM) is a leading peer-reviewed journal dedicated
to the broad field of general internal medicine. Its scope encompasses a wide array of
topics relevant to primary care physicians, hospitalists, and academic generalists. This
includes research on clinical practice, health services research, education, public health,
and policy as they pertain to adult health and disease. Authors considering submission
should thoroughly familiarize themselves with the journal's specific aims and objectives to
ensure their work aligns with the publication's focus.

JGIM is committed to publishing high-quality, impactful research that advances the
understanding and practice of general internal medicine. The journal prioritizes articles that
offer novel insights, address significant clinical questions, and have the potential to
influence patient care, medical education, or health policy. Understanding these priorities is
fundamental to crafting a manuscript that resonates with the editorial board and the
journal's readership.

Manuscript Preparation Guidelines
The jgim instructions for authors outline a clear structure for manuscript preparation,
designed to facilitate efficient review and ensure all necessary components are present. A
standard original research article typically includes an abstract, introduction, methods,
results, and discussion section. Each of these sections has specific requirements regarding
content and length.



Abstract Requirements
The abstract is the first and often most critical part of your manuscript that reviewers and
readers will encounter. The jgim instructions for authors typically require a structured
abstract. This means it should be divided into distinct subheadings, such as Background,
Objectives, Methods, Results, and Conclusions. The abstract should concisely summarize
the most important aspects of your study, including the research question, the methods
used, the key findings, and the main conclusions. It must be informative enough that
readers can decide whether to read the full paper without having to skim it.

Introduction Section
The introduction should provide context for your research, clearly stating the problem or
gap in knowledge that your study addresses. It should review relevant existing literature
concisely, highlighting what is already known and what remains unknown. The introduction
must culminate in a clear statement of your study's objectives or hypotheses. The jgim
instructions for authors emphasize the need for a compelling rationale that justifies the
importance and novelty of your research.

Methods Section
This section is crucial for reproducibility and credibility. The jgim instructions for authors
demand a detailed description of the study design, participant recruitment, data collection
procedures, and statistical analysis methods. If you used specific validated instruments or
protocols, these should be clearly identified and referenced. Any ethical approvals
obtained, such as Institutional Review Board (IRB) or ethics committee consent, must be
explicitly stated. This section allows reviewers to critically evaluate the validity of your
study design and execution.

Results Section
The results section should present your findings objectively and clearly, without
interpretation. Use tables and figures judiciously to present data effectively. The jgim
instructions for authors typically advise against duplicating data presented in tables within
the text. Statistical significance should be clearly reported, along with confidence intervals
where applicable. Focus on presenting the primary outcomes of your study. Ensure all
figures and tables are appropriately labeled and referenced in the text.

Discussion Section
In the discussion section, you have the opportunity to interpret your findings, compare
them to previous research, and discuss their implications. The jgim instructions for authors
emphasize that this section should not simply repeat the results. Instead, it should focus on
the significance of your findings, address the limitations of your study, and suggest
directions for future research. The conclusions drawn in this section must be directly
supported by the results presented in the paper.



Other Manuscript Components
Beyond the core sections, the jgim instructions for authors will detail requirements for other
components. These often include:
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Submission Process and Requirements
Navigating the submission portal is a critical step that requires careful attention to detail as
outlined in the jgim instructions for authors. Most journals, including JGIM, utilize online
submission systems. Authors are typically required to create an account and upload their
manuscript files, including the main text, figures, tables, and any supplementary materials.

Manuscript File Formats
The jgim instructions for authors will specify the preferred file formats for manuscript
submissions. Generally, word processing documents such as Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx)
are accepted for the main manuscript. Figures are often requested in high-resolution
formats like TIFF or EPS, while tables may be embedded in the main document or submitted
as separate files. Ensuring files are named clearly and logically can aid in the submission
process.

Author Information and Contributions
During the submission process, you will be asked to provide detailed information for all
authors, including their full names, affiliations, and contact details. Many journals, including
JGIM, now require authors to define their specific contributions to the manuscript. This is a
crucial aspect of transparency and authorship ethics, ensuring that credit is appropriately
assigned.



Cover Letter Guidance
A well-crafted cover letter is an important part of the submission package. The jgim
instructions for authors may provide specific guidance on what to include. Typically, a cover
letter should state that the manuscript is original, has not been published elsewhere, and is
not under consideration by another journal. It should also briefly highlight the significance
of the work and why it is a good fit for JGIM. Addressing the editor by name is generally
recommended.

Ethical Considerations for Authors
Upholding ethical standards is paramount in academic publishing, and the jgim instructions
for authors place significant emphasis on this. Adherence to ethical principles ensures the
integrity of the research and the journal.

Plagiarism and Data Fabrication
The journal strictly prohibits plagiarism, which includes presenting someone else's work or
ideas as your own, with or without their knowledge, by passing it off as your own. Similarly,
data fabrication or falsification – the intentional distortion of research data – is
unacceptable. All submissions are typically screened for plagiarism, and any detected
instances can lead to immediate rejection and potential repercussions for the authors.

Authorship Criteria
The jgim instructions for authors will define clear criteria for authorship. Generally,
authorship is reserved for individuals who have made substantial intellectual contributions
to the research, including conception and design of the study, acquisition of data, analysis
and interpretation of data, and drafting or revising the manuscript critically for important
intellectual content. All individuals listed as authors must have approved the final version of
the manuscript and agree to its submission.

Conflicts of Interest
Transparency regarding any potential conflicts of interest is mandatory. This includes
financial relationships, personal relationships, or any other affiliations that could be
perceived as influencing the research or its interpretation. Authors are required to disclose
all such conflicts, even if they believe they have not impacted their work. The jgim
instructions for authors will provide specific guidelines on how and where to declare these.

Formatting and Style Requirements
Consistent formatting and adherence to style guidelines are essential for producing a
professional and readable manuscript. The jgim instructions for authors provide detailed



specifications that authors must follow.

Referencing Style
JGIM typically adheres to a specific referencing style, which is usually the Vancouver style
or a variation thereof. This dictates how citations appear in the text and how the reference
list is formatted. It is imperative to consult the latest version of the jgim instructions for
authors for the exact details of the required referencing style. Accurate and consistent
referencing is crucial for avoiding errors and ensuring proper attribution.

Tables and Figures
When preparing tables and figures, the jgim instructions for authors will specify
requirements for their layout, numbering, and captioning. Tables should be designed for
clarity and conciseness, with appropriate headers and units. Figures should be of high
resolution and clearly labeled. Avoid excessive use of color or complex graphical elements
that might not reproduce well in print or online. Ensure all abbreviations used in tables and
figures are defined in footnotes.

Language and Tone
The language used in your manuscript should be clear, concise, and professional. The jgim
instructions for authors may offer guidance on avoiding jargon where possible and ensuring
that the tone is objective and scientific. Proofreading for grammatical errors, spelling
mistakes, and typos is a vital step before submission. Authors who are not native English
speakers may consider seeking professional editing services.

Peer Review and Revision Process
Once submitted, your manuscript will undergo a rigorous peer-review process.
Understanding this process, as outlined in the jgim instructions for authors, can help
manage expectations and prepare for potential revisions.

Initial Editorial Screening
After submission, the editorial office first screens the manuscript to ensure it meets the
journal's basic submission requirements and scope. Manuscripts that pass this initial check
are then sent to an associate editor who may reject it or send it out for external peer
review.

Peer Reviewer Feedback
The peer reviewers, typically experts in the field, evaluate the manuscript's scientific merit,



originality, clarity, and relevance. They provide feedback and recommendations to the
editor, who then makes a decision. Authors will receive reviewer comments, which may
include requests for revisions, clarifications, or even rejection.

Handling Revisions
If revisions are requested, carefully address each reviewer's comment. Provide a detailed
response letter outlining the changes made to the manuscript in response to the feedback.
The jgim instructions for authors will guide authors on how to present their revisions and
response letter. Timely submission of revised manuscripts is also important.

FAQ

Q: Where can I find the most up-to-date jgim
instructions for authors?
A: The most current and definitive jgim instructions for authors are always available on the
official Journal of General Internal Medicine website. It is recommended to check this source
directly before preparing your manuscript, as guidelines can be updated periodically.

Q: Are there specific word count limits for different
sections of a manuscript submitted to JGIM?
A: Yes, the jgim instructions for authors typically specify word count limits for various
sections, including the abstract, main text, and introduction. These limits are designed to
ensure conciseness and focus. Always refer to the latest guidelines for exact figures.

Q: What constitutes a substantial contribution for
authorship according to JGIM?
A: Substantial contributions for authorship typically include significant involvement in the
conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for
the work; and drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content;
and final approval of the version to be published; and agreement to be accountable for all
aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any
part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.

Q: How should I handle potential conflicts of interest
when submitting to JGIM?
A: You must disclose all potential conflicts of interest for all authors in your submission. This
typically involves completing a conflict of interest form during the online submission
process and also stating any conflicts in the manuscript itself, usually in a dedicated section
or within the author information.



Q: What is the expected turnaround time for
manuscript review at JGIM?
A: While specific turnaround times can vary due to reviewer availability and manuscript
complexity, the jgim instructions for authors may provide an estimated timeframe for the
editorial and peer-review process. Authors can generally expect a rigorous review process.

Q: Can I submit a manuscript that has been previously
presented at a conference?
A: Generally, JGIM accepts manuscripts that have been presented at scientific meetings or
conferences, provided they have not been published in full in a peer-reviewed journal. It is
advisable to check the specific policies of the jgim instructions for authors regarding prior
presentations.

Q: What are the requirements for reporting statistical
methods in a JGIM submission?
A: The jgim instructions for authors will require a detailed description of all statistical
methods used. This includes specifying the statistical software used, the tests employed,
and the criteria for statistical significance. Appropriate reporting of p-values, confidence
intervals, and effect sizes is also expected.
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