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The Calling of Sarah Young and Jesus Calling Devotional

jesus is calling sarah young to a deeper walk of faith, a profound connection with the divine, and a life
transformed by His presence. This profound journey is most famously documented in her beloved devotional,
"Jesus Calling." This article delves into the heart of Sarah Young's ministry, exploring the origins of "Jesus
Calling," its impact on millions, and the theological underpinnings that make it such a powerful spiritual tool.
We will examine the unique approach Sarah Young took in writing this devotional, the principles behind hearing
God's voice, and the enduring legacy of her work. From understanding the divine inspiration behind the words to
practical application in daily life, this comprehensive exploration will illuminate the enduring appeal and
transformative power of "Jesus Calling."
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The Genesis of "Jesus Calling"

Sarah Young's Personal Journey

The creation of "Jesus Calling" was not a sudden event but a gradual unfolding born from Sarah Young's own
deeply personal spiritual experiences. For many years, she had been practicing a form of listening prayer, seeking
to hear the voice of God in her daily life. This practice was not always easy and was met with seasons of
doubt and uncertainty. It was through persistent seeking and a commitment to quiet reflection that she began
to discern what she believed to be direct communications from Jesus. This intimate dialogue became the
foundation upon which her devotional would later be built.

The Inspiration for the Devotional Format

The specific format of "Jesus Calling" – short, daily entries written from Jesus' perspective – emerged from a
desire to share the profound intimacy she experienced in her prayer life. Sarah Young felt a strong prompting to
compile these insights into a devotional that could guide others in developing their own listening prayer
practices. The intention was to create a bridge, allowing readers to feel as though they were directly receiving
words of comfort, guidance, and encouragement from Jesus Himself. This innovative approach aimed to make the
experience of hearing God's voice more accessible and relatable to a wider audience.

Overcoming Initial Hesitations

Despite the clear inspiration, Sarah Young initially harbored significant hesitations about publishing her
personal devotional writings. She was a private individual, and the thought of sharing such intimate
expressions of her faith with the public was daunting. However, a persistent inner conviction and the
encouragement of those close to her ultimately led her to move forward. The belief that these words could
minister to others and foster a deeper relationship with God outweighed her personal reservations, setting the
stage for a phenomenon that would touch millions of lives worldwide.



Understanding the Concept of Hearing God's Voice

Biblical Basis for Divine Communication

The concept of God speaking to His people is a cornerstone of Christian theology, deeply rooted in scripture.
Throughout the Bible, from the Old Testament prophets to the New Testament apostles, we see numerous
examples of God directly communicating His will, His plans, and His love to humanity. This divine communication
takes many forms: through dreams, visions, audible words, inner promptings, and the inspired written Word.
Sarah Young's practice in "Jesus Calling" is an attempt to tap into this ongoing, relational aspect of God's
character, emphasizing that He still desires to communicate intimately with His followers today.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

Central to the ability to discern God's voice is the role of the Holy Spirit. The Bible teaches that the Holy
Spirit indwells believers, acting as a guide, comforter, and revealer of truth. It is through the Holy Spirit that
individuals can understand spiritual matters and perceive God's leading in their lives. Sarah Young's devotional
emphasizes that the words presented are not her own insights but rather a channeling of the Spirit's gentle
promptings, meant to align with biblical truths and foster a deeper reliance on God's wisdom.

Distinguishing God's Voice from Other Influences

A common challenge for believers is distinguishing God's voice from their own thoughts, desires, or even
deceptive influences. Sarah Young's "Jesus Calling" guides readers toward practices that help in this
discernment. This involves cultivating a quiet spirit, immersing oneself in Scripture to ensure alignment with
God's revealed character, and seeking confirmation through prayer and wise counsel. The devotional
encourages a posture of humility and a willingness to be corrected, recognizing that the ultimate aim is to
grow in obedience and intimacy with God, not to pursue personal agendas disguised as divine messages.

The Unique Writing Style of Sarah Young

First-Person Perspective of Jesus

Perhaps the most distinctive feature of "Jesus Calling" is its consistent use of the first-person singular – "I,"
"Me," "My" – as if Jesus Himself is speaking directly to the reader. This stylistic choice is intentional and crucial
to the devotional's impact. By adopting this intimate, personal voice, Sarah Young aims to foster a palpable
sense of presence and direct interaction between the reader and Christ. The language is often tender, reassuring,
and filled with affirmations of love and grace, mirroring the pastoral care described in biblical accounts of
Jesus' interactions with His disciples.

Emphasis on Peace and Presence

Throughout the devotional, a recurring theme is the invitation to experience the peace and presence of Jesus in
every circumstance. The "messages" attributed to Jesus often focus on the stillness found in His presence, the
assurance of His love amidst challenges, and the importance of relying on Him for strength and guidance. This
emphasis is designed to counteract the anxiety and busyness of modern life, drawing readers into a deeper
awareness of God's constant companionship and His ability to bring peace to their souls.



Gentle and Encouraging Tone

The tone of "Jesus Calling" is universally described as gentle, encouraging, and non-judgmental. Sarah Young
avoids harsh rebukes or demanding pronouncements, opting instead for words that uplift, comfort, and inspire
trust. This approach is intended to create a safe space for individuals to explore their faith, acknowledge their
weaknesses, and receive God's love without fear of condemnation. The devotional aims to build up the reader's
faith by reminding them of God's unwavering faithfulness and His desire for a close relationship.

Core Themes and Messages in "Jesus Calling"

Unconditional Love and Acceptance

A foundational message woven throughout "Jesus Calling" is the profound and unconditional love of God for
humanity. The devotional consistently reminds readers that they are deeply cherished and accepted by Jesus,
regardless of their imperfections or past mistakes. This theme seeks to dismantle feelings of unworthiness and to
foster a secure identity rooted in God's grace. By emphasizing this aspect of God's character, Sarah Young
encourages readers to approach Him with boldness and freedom, knowing they are loved intimately.

Trust and Reliance on God

Central to developing a deeper spiritual life is the practice of trust. "Jesus Calling" frequently directs readers
to place their complete reliance on Jesus for every aspect of their lives – their decisions, their worries, their
strengths, and their weaknesses. The devotional emphasizes that God is sovereign and capable, and that
surrendering control to Him is an act of faith that leads to peace and purpose. This message challenges the
human tendency towards self-sufficiency and encourages a posture of humble dependence on divine wisdom and
power.

Living in the Present Moment

Many entries in "Jesus Calling" encourage readers to focus on the present moment, rather than dwelling on the
past or worrying about the future. The "voice" of Jesus often speaks of being present with Him now, finding
peace in His current provision, and addressing the immediate needs of the day. This focus on the "now" is a
practical application of faith, helping individuals to overcome anxiety and to experience God's presence in the
unfolding moments of their lives. It is a call to mindful engagement with God throughout the day.

The Power of God's Presence

The devotional consistently highlights the transformative power that comes from experiencing the presence of
Jesus. Whether in times of joy or sorrow, prosperity or hardship, the message remains the same: Jesus is with you.
"Jesus Calling" invites readers to actively seek and commune with this divine presence, recognizing its ability to
bring comfort, strength, wisdom, and a profound sense of peace. This theme underscores the relational nature of
faith, where the experience of God's presence is paramount.

The Impact and Reach of "Jesus Calling"



Global Bestseller Status

"Jesus Calling" has achieved unprecedented success, consistently ranking as a top seller in the Christian
literature market and beyond. Its widespread appeal has transcended denominational and geographical
boundaries, making it one of the most influential Christian books of the 21st century. The devotional has been
translated into numerous languages, allowing its message of intimate connection with Christ to reach a
diverse global audience.

Transformative Stories of Readers

The enduring impact of "Jesus Calling" is best illustrated by the countless testimonials from individuals who
have experienced profound spiritual transformation through its pages. Readers frequently share how the
devotional has helped them overcome depression, navigate grief, deepen their prayer lives, and develop a more
intimate relationship with Jesus. These stories are a testament to the devotional's ability to speak directly to
the hearts and needs of those who engage with its messages.

Influence on Christian Devotional Writing

The success of "Jesus Calling" has undoubtedly influenced a generation of Christian writers and devotional
creators. Its unique first-person narrative style and emphasis on direct divine communication have inspired new
approaches to devotional literature. While maintaining its distinctiveness, the devotional's format and themes
have paved the way for other works seeking to foster a similar sense of intimacy and personal connection
between readers and their faith.

Theological Foundations and Common Questions

Is "Jesus Calling" Scripture?

It is crucial to understand that "Jesus Calling" is not presented as Scripture. Sarah Young herself has
clarified that she believes the words are inspired promptings from Jesus but are not on par with the Holy Bible,
which is considered the ultimate authoritative Word of God. The devotional is intended to be a guide for
personal reflection and prayer, meant to draw readers closer to biblical truths and to God Himself, rather
than to add to or supersede Scripture.

How Should One Approach "Jesus Calling"?

The most effective way to approach "Jesus Calling" is with an open heart and a spirit of discernment. Readers
are encouraged to engage with each day's message prayerfully, considering how it resonates with their own
spiritual journey and aligns with biblical teachings. It is not meant to be read passively but actively, inviting
personal reflection, prayer, and application to daily life. Comparing the messages with Scripture is always a
recommended practice for discerning any spiritual teaching.

Concerns About Direct Revelation

Some theological discussions arise around the concept of direct revelation as presented in "Jesus Calling."
While the Bible speaks of God communicating with individuals, concerns can surface regarding the potential for
subjective interpretation or misattribution of thoughts as divine messages. Sarah Young addresses this by
emphasizing the importance of testing spiritual insights against Scripture and by framing her writings as gentle
promptings rather than authoritative pronouncements. The devotional's emphasis on peace and alignment with



biblical principles serves as a safeguard against potentially misleading influences.

Practical Application and Spiritual Growth

Developing a Listening Prayer Habit

One of the primary goals of engaging with "Jesus Calling" is to cultivate a more consistent and effective habit
of listening prayer. The devotional provides daily prompts and encouragement to quiet the mind, focus on Jesus,
and be receptive to His guidance and presence. By practicing these principles, readers can learn to discern God's
voice in their own lives, moving beyond mere petitionary prayer to a more relational dialogue with the Divine.

Applying Daily Messages to Life

The effectiveness of "Jesus Calling" lies not just in reading the words but in applying them. Each daily entry
offers insights and encouragement that can be directly applied to the challenges, decisions, and relationships of
the day. Whether it's a reminder of God's presence in difficult times or an invitation to trust in His plan, readers
are encouraged to actively integrate these truths into their daily walk, transforming their perspectives and
actions.

Deepening Intimacy with Christ

Ultimately, "Jesus Calling" is a tool designed to foster a deeper, more intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.
By offering what is presented as direct words from Him, the devotional aims to break down barriers of distance
and formality, inviting readers into a personal, loving connection. The consistent emphasis on love, presence,
and trust serves to nurture a spiritual life characterized by companionship and reliance on Christ.

The Enduring Legacy of Sarah Young's Ministry

A Bridge to Deeper Faith

Sarah Young's ministry, primarily through "Jesus Calling," has served as a significant bridge for countless
individuals seeking to move from a superficial understanding of faith to a profound, lived experience of Christ's
presence. Her ability to articulate complex spiritual concepts in an accessible and deeply personal manner has
resonated with a generation, providing a pathway to connect with God in a more meaningful way.

Encouraging Personal Spiritual Dialogue

The lasting impact of "Jesus Calling" lies in its encouragement of personal spiritual dialogue. It has empowered
believers to believe that God desires to speak to them directly and intimately, fostering a confidence in their
ability to discern His voice. This shift from passive reception to active engagement in a spiritual conversation is
a hallmark of Young's contribution to contemporary Christian spirituality.

A Testament to God's Continuing Work

The widespread influence and transformative power of "Jesus Calling" stand as a testament to God's



continuing work in the lives of His people. Sarah Young's humble obedience in sharing her personal journey has
resulted in a global movement of renewed focus on the intimate presence and personal communication of Jesus.
The devotional's legacy is one of hope, encouragement, and a renewed invitation to walk ever closer with the
Divine.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of Sarah Young's "Jesus Calling"
devotional?
A: The primary purpose of Sarah Young's "Jesus Calling" devotional is to help readers cultivate a deeper, more
intimate relationship with Jesus Christ by encouraging them to listen for His voice and experience His presence in
their daily lives.

Q: How does Sarah Young claim to receive the messages in "Jesus Calling"?
A: Sarah Young states that she believes the messages in "Jesus Calling" are inspired promptings from Jesus,
received during times of quiet prayer and reflection, which she then commits to paper. She emphasizes that these
are not her own thoughts but rather perceived divine communications.

Q: Is "Jesus Calling" considered part of the Bible?
A: No, "Jesus Calling" is not considered part of the Bible. Sarah Young clearly distinguishes her devotional
from Scripture, stating that the Bible is the authoritative Word of God, while her book is a devotional aid
intended to draw readers closer to biblical truths and to God.

Q: Can anyone hear God's voice like Sarah Young describes in "Jesus
Calling"?
A: The devotional suggests that anyone who desires to hear God's voice can learn to do so through prayer, a
quiet spirit, and a willingness to listen. It encourages believers to cultivate this practice, trusting that God
desires to communicate with all His children.

Q: What are some common themes found in "Jesus Calling"?
A: Common themes in "Jesus Calling" include unconditional love, the importance of trust and reliance on God,
living in the present moment, finding peace in God's presence, and the assurance of God's constant companionship.

Q: How has "Jesus Calling" impacted the Christian community?
A: "Jesus Calling" has had a significant impact, becoming a global bestseller and inspiring millions to deepen their
faith, improve their prayer lives, and experience a more intimate walk with God. It has also influenced the genre
of Christian devotional writing.

Q: Are there any theological concerns or criticisms regarding "Jesus
Calling"?
A: Some theological discussions have arisen concerning the concept of direct revelation and the potential for
subjective interpretation. Critics often advise readers to discern the messages against biblical teachings and to



rely on Scripture as the ultimate authority.
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