jesus fulfil the law

Jesus Fulfil the Law: A Comprehensive Exploration of Christ's Relationship with Mosaic and Moral Law

jesus fulfil the law is a foundational concept within Christian theology, signifying a pivotal moment
in redemptive history and a redefinition of humanity's relationship with God. This article delves into
the multifaceted ways Jesus Christ accomplished the entirety of the Mosaic Law, examining His
perfect obedience, substitutionary atonement, and the establishment of a new covenant. We will
explore how His life and ministry brought the Old Testament legal system to its intended purpose,
paving the way for a deeper, more intimate relationship with God through faith rather than strict
adherence to legalistic statutes. Understanding this divine fulfillment is crucial for comprehending the
core tenets of Christian belief, the nature of grace, and the ongoing relevance of Jesus' teachings for
believers today.
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Understanding the Old Testament Law

The Old Testament Law, primarily found in the Torah (the first five books of the Bible), encompassed a
complex system of statutes, ordinances, and commandments given to the ancient Israelites through
Moses. This divine legislation was intended to govern every aspect of their lives, from religious
observance and social conduct to civil justice and dietary practices. It served several critical purposes:
to set Israel apart as a holy nation distinct from the surrounding peoples, to reveal the character and
will of God, and to expose humanity's inherent sinfulness, thereby highlighting the need for a savior.

The Law was not monolithic; it is often categorized into three main types: the moral law (e.g., the Ten
Commandments), the ceremonial law (e.qg., sacrificial system, festivals), and the civil law (e.g., judicial
rulings). Each of these categories played a distinct role in God's covenant with Israel and in preparing
the world for the coming of the Messiah. The detailed prescriptions and prohibitions within the Law,
while outwardly appearing stringent, were designed to cultivate holiness and point toward a future
fulfillment that would ultimately satisfy its demands.

Jesus' Perfect Obedience to the Law

One of the primary ways Jesus fulfilled the Law was through His absolutely perfect obedience to its



every command. Unlike any other human being, Jesus lived a life entirely free from sin. This sinless
perfection meant that He never violated any aspect of God's Law, whether in thought, word, or deed.
His adherence was not merely outward conformity but a deep, intrinsic commitment to doing the will
of His Father. This flawless obedience is a testament to His divine nature and His unique qualification
to act as the mediator of a new covenant.

The Gospels consistently portray Jesus demonstrating perfect obedience. He submitted to baptism,
observed the Jewish festivals, and upheld the teachings of the Law in His interactions with others.
Even when faced with temptations and challenging circumstances, Jesus consistently chose
righteousness. This perfect record of obedience stands in stark contrast to the consistent failure of
humanity to keep the Law, underscoring its impossible demands on sinful flesh and setting the stage
for His redemptive work.

The Law as a Tutor to Christ

The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, famously describes the Law as a "tutor" or "custodian"
(paidagogos) leading to Christ. This metaphor highlights the Law's role in preparing people for Jesus.
It served to expose sin, reveal God's standard of righteousness, and create a sense of longing for the
salvation that the Law itself could not provide. By revealing humanity's inability to perfectly keep
God's commands, the Law acted as a stern but necessary teacher, driving people to seek a higher
solution.

The rituals and sacrifices prescribed by the ceremonial law were all "shadows" pointing to the reality
that would come in Christ. For instance, the Passover lamb was a foreshadowing of Jesus, the ultimate
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. The Law, in its entirety, was a divinely ordained
system that, while revealing sin and demanding perfect obedience, ultimately pointed forward to the
One who would perfectly fulfill its requirements and offer redemption from its condemnation.

Jesus' Fulfillment of Specific Laws

Jesus' ministry demonstrated a clear pattern of fulfilling the Law in specific ways, often reinterpreting
and deepening its intended meaning. He did not come to abolish the Law but to complete it, bringing
its underlying principles to their full expression. This fulfillment involved both adherence to the letter
of the Law and, more importantly, the spirit and intent behind it.

For example, Jesus addressed the Sermon on the Mount, which some scholars refer to as the "new
Law." In this discourse, He took established Mosaic commands, such as those against murder and
adultery, and revealed that the Law’s prohibition extended to the underlying thoughts and desires.
Jesus declared, "You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder’... But | say to
you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment" (Matthew 5:21-22).
Similarly, regarding adultery, He stated, "You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit
adultery.” But | say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already
committed adultery with her in his heart" (Matthew 5:27-28).



Through these teachings, Jesus did not relax the Law but amplified its demand, showing that true
righteousness stems from the heart. This internal transformation is something the external Law could
only point towards, but Jesus' presence and work would ultimately enable.

The Moral Law and Jesus' Teaching

The moral law, epitomized by the Ten Commandments, represents God's timeless ethical standards.
Jesus' teachings are in perfect harmony with the moral law, not only upholding its principles but also
elevating them to a higher standard rooted in love. He consistently affirmed the importance of loving
God and loving one's neighbor as the summation of all the Law and the Prophets.

Jesus demonstrated this by healing on the Sabbath, not to disregard the command, but to reveal that
the Sabbath was made for humanity, and that acts of mercy and love are consistent with God's true
intent for the day. He also demonstrated the spirit of the law in His interactions with the marginalized
and the outcast, showing compassion and forgiveness that went beyond the legalistic interpretations
of some religious leaders of His day. His emphasis was always on the inward disposition of the heart,
driven by love for God and genuine concern for others.

The Ceremonial and Civil Law Fulfilled

The ceremonial and civil aspects of the Old Testament Law served specific purposes within the Old
Covenant framework and the nation of Israel. Jesus' coming marked the transition to a new covenant,
and in this transition, these aspects of the Law found their ultimate fulfillment and conclusion. The
sacrificial system, for example, with its repeated offerings for sin, was a palpable demonstration of
sin's severity and the need for atonement. Jesus, as the perfect, once-for-all sacrifice, rendered these
ongoing rituals obsolete. His death on the cross was the ultimate offering that atoned for the sins of
humanity, fulfilling the prophetic foreshadowing of the sacrificial lambs.

Similarly, the civil laws, designed for the governance of ancient Israel, were tied to their unique
covenantal status and land inheritance. While the underlying principles of justice and righteousness
remain relevant, the specific application of these civil statutes was fulfilled in Christ and the
establishment of His Kingdom. The Kingdom of God, which Jesus inaugurated, operates under new
principles of grace and love, superseding the specific legal structures of the Old Covenant that were
contextually bound.

The Atoning Sacrifice: The Ultimate Fulfillment

The most profound way Jesus fulfilled the Law was through His atoning sacrifice on the cross. The
Law, in its entirety, revealed humanity's inability to meet God's perfect standard and exposed the
unavoidable consequence of sin: death and separation from God. The Law demanded a penalty for
sin, a penalty that humans, bound by their sinfulness, could never pay themselves. Jesus, being both
fully God and fully man, was uniquely qualified to step in as the substitute.



His death was the perfect payment for sin, satisfying the righteous demands of the Law. By taking the
punishment that humanity deserved, Jesus bore the curse of the Law upon Himself. This sacrifice did
not abolish the Law but satisfied its justice, effectively fulfilling its condemnatory aspect. Because the
penalty has been paid, believers are no longer condemned by the Law but are set free from its power
and penalty through faith in Christ's finished work. This is the essence of grace: God's unmerited favor
extended through Jesus' substitutionary atonement.

The New Covenant: A Law Written on the Heart

Jesus inaugurated a new covenant, prophesied by Jeremiah, in which God's Law would no longer be an
external set of rules etched on stone tablets but an internal principle written on the hearts of
believers. This new covenant, established through Jesus' blood, offers forgiveness of sins and the
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit empowers believers to live in accordance with
God's will, not out of fear of punishment, but out of a transformed desire and an intimate relationship
with God.

This internal transformation is the ultimate fulfillment of the Law's intent: to foster righteousness and
holiness. Instead of struggling to adhere to external rules, believers, by the Spirit's power, are
enabled to live out the principles of God's Law from a renewed heart. This signifies a shift from a
covenant of works, which humanity consistently failed to uphold, to a covenant of grace, where God's
power enables life lived according to His perfect standard. The Law is thus fulfilled not by its removal,
but by its internalization and empowerment through Christ.

Implications for Believers Today

The fulfillment of the Law by Jesus has profound and life-altering implications for believers. Firstly, it
signifies liberation from the condemnation of the Law. No longer are believers under the yoke of
trying to earn salvation through legalistic observance. Instead, they are declared righteous through
faith in Christ's finished work, and are free from the penalty of sin. This understanding fosters a spirit
of freedom and gratitude, rather than striving under a burden of unachievable perfection.

Secondly, it means the Law's moral principles remain a guide for godly living. While believers are not
saved by the Law, they are to live by its moral guidance, empowered by the Holy Spirit. This living out
of God's principles is a natural outflow of a transformed heart and a grateful response to Christ's
redemptive work. It encourages a life of love, holiness, and service, reflecting the character of God
and the teachings of Jesus. Ultimately, Jesus' fulfillment of the Law ushers in an era of grace, where
righteousness is imputed by faith and imparted by the Spirit, leading to a deeper, more intimate walk
with God.

FAQ



Q: What does it mean that Jesus fulfilled the Law?

A: It means Jesus perfectly obeyed all of God's commandments throughout His life, thereby satisfying
the demands of the Law. Furthermore, His atoning sacrifice on the cross paid the penalty for
humanity's sin, fulfilling the Law's requirement for justice and offering salvation to those who believe
in Him. He also fulfilled the ceremonial and civil aspects of the Law, bringing them to their intended
conclusion under the New Covenant.

Q: Did Jesus abolish the Law when He fulfilled it?

A: No, Jesus explicitly stated that He did not come to abolish the Law but to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17).
Fulfillment implies bringing something to its completion and intended purpose, not its eradication. The
moral aspect of the Law, for example, remains a standard for righteousness, now empowered by the
Holy Spirit for believers.

Q: How did Jesus fulfill the Ten Commandments?

A: Jesus fulfilled the Ten Commandments through His perfect obedience, never breaking any of them
in thought, word, or deed. He also deepened the understanding of these commandments, revealing
that true obedience involves the heart's intentions, not just outward actions, as seen in His teachings
in the Sermon on the Mount. His sacrifice also addressed the penalty for humanity's failure to keep
these commandments.

Q: What is the significance of Jesus fulfilling the ceremonial
law?

A: The ceremonial law, with its sacrifices and rituals, was a shadow of things to come. Jesus' death on
the cross as the perfect Lamb of God fulfilled these foreshadowing rituals, rendering them no longer
necessary for atonement. His sacrifice is the ultimate and final offering for sin.

Q: How does Jesus' fulfiliment of the Law relate to the New
Covenant?

A: Jesus' fulfillment of the Law is the basis for the New Covenant. Through His obedience and sacrifice,
He secured forgiveness of sins and established a new relationship between God and humanity,
characterized by grace and the indwelling Holy Spirit. In the New Covenant, God's Law is written on
the hearts of believers, enabling them to live righteously from within.

Q: Are Christians still required to follow the Old Testament
Law?

A: Christians are not required to follow the Old Testament ceremonial or civil laws, as these were
fulfilled in Christ and specific to the Old Covenant. However, the moral law, as an expression of God's
unchanging character, continues to guide believers. This guidance is not for earning salvation but is
lived out through the power of the Holy Spirit as a response to God's grace.



Q: What is the difference between fulfilling the Law and
abolishing it?

A: Fulfilling the Law means meeting its demands perfectly and bringing it to its intended completion.
Abolishing the Law would mean doing away with it entirely. Jesus fulfilled the Law by satisfying its
requirements and ushering in a new era of grace, while affirming its enduring moral principles.

Q: How did Jesus' perfect obedience contribute to His
fulfillment of the Law?

A: Jesus' perfect obedience demonstrated His sinlessness and qualified Him to be the perfect sacrifice
for sin. Because He never sinned, He did not incur the penalty of the Law for Himself, allowing Him to
bear the penalty for the sins of others as their substitute. His obedience also served as a perfect
example of how humanity is meant to live under God's Law.

Q: Does Jesus' fulfiliment of the Law mean the Old Testament
is no longer relevant?

A: The Old Testament remains highly relevant as it reveals God's nature, His plan of salvation, and
provides the historical and theological context for Jesus Christ. While specific ceremonial and civil
laws were fulfilled and superseded, the Old Testament’s moral teachings, prophecies, and narratives
continue to inform Christian faith and practice, pointing to Jesus as their ultimate realization.

Q: In what sense did Jesus' death satisfy the Law?

A: Jesus' death satisfied the Law by providing the atoning sacrifice that the Law demanded for sin. The
Law states that the wages of sin is death. Jesus, as the sinless substitute, died in place of sinners,
thereby satisfying the just penalty of the Law and making it possible for God to extend mercy and
forgiveness without compromising His justice.
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