
jessie penn lewis war on the saints
The profound spiritual insights presented in Jessie Penn-Lewis's seminal
work, "War on the Saints," continue to resonate with believers seeking a
deeper understanding of the unseen spiritual battles that shape human
experience. This comprehensive exploration delves into the intricate dynamics
of spiritual warfare, offering a detailed examination of the adversary's
strategies and the believer's defenses. It illuminates the often-overlooked
aspects of spiritual life, particularly the active engagement of demonic
forces against the lives of believers. Through meticulous biblical analysis
and practical application, Penn-Lewis unpacks the nature of temptation, the
subtle tactics of deception, and the ultimate authority believers possess in
Christ. Understanding this spiritual conflict is not merely academic; it is
crucial for navigating life's challenges with spiritual discernment and
steadfast faith. This article will unpack the core tenets of "War on the
Saints," its enduring significance, and its practical implications for
contemporary Christian living.
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Understanding the Spiritual Battlefield

Jessie Penn-Lewis's "War on the Saints" fundamentally shifts the reader's
perspective towards recognizing the pervasive reality of a spiritual war
waged daily against the lives of believers. It is not a passive existence but
an active engagement with forces beyond the physical realm. The book
meticulously details how this battlefield is not a distant, abstract concept
but intrudes upon our thoughts, emotions, decisions, and relationships. Penn-
Lewis argues that understanding this unseen conflict is paramount for
effective spiritual growth and victory. Without this awareness, believers are
susceptible to the enemy's schemes, often mistaking spiritual attacks for
mere personal failings or unfortunate circumstances.

The very premise of the book is to equip the faithful with the knowledge
necessary to identify and counter the spiritual opposition. This involves
understanding that the enemy's primary objective is to undermine faith, sow
discord, and ultimately separate individuals from God's presence and
purposes. Penn-Lewis emphasizes that this war is not a recent phenomenon but
a continuous struggle described throughout Scripture, from the Garden of Eden
to the epistles of Paul. The intensity of this conflict is often directly



proportional to the spiritual vitality and usefulness of the believer. Those
who are actively serving God and making a significant impact are often the
targets of the most intense spiritual assaults.

The Nature of the Enemy

A cornerstone of "War on the Saints" is its detailed exposition on the nature
and origin of the spiritual enemy. Penn-Lewis unflinchingly identifies the
adversary as Satan, a fallen angel who rebelled against God and now operates
as the prince of the power of the air. She draws heavily from biblical
accounts to illustrate his pride, his cunning, and his deep-seated hatred for
God and humanity. Understanding his character is vital for recognizing his
modus operandi. He is described not as an equal to God but as a defeated foe
whose power is limited by divine permission and whose ultimate destiny is
judgment.

The book further elaborates on the hierarchy and organization of the demonic
realm. Penn-Lewis explains that Satan does not operate alone but commands
legions of demons, each with their own roles and strategies. These forces are
actively engaged in the world, seeking to influence human thought and
behavior in ways that are contrary to God's will. She distinguishes between
the primary antagonist, Satan, and the secondary agents, demons, who carry
out his commands. This understanding helps believers grasp the multifaceted
nature of the spiritual attacks they may face, recognizing that they are
often orchestrated by a sophisticated and organized enemy.

Demonic Influence and Possession

Penn-Lewis dedicates significant attention to the spectrum of demonic
engagement, differentiating between subtle influence and outright possession.
She posits that demonic influence operates through suggestion, temptation,
and the manipulation of thoughts and emotions. This is the most common form
of attack, aiming to subtly derail a believer's faith and obedience without
them necessarily realizing the source. The goal is to plant seeds of doubt,
fear, anger, and other negative emotions that can hinder spiritual progress.

In contrast, demonic possession is depicted as a more severe and invasive
form of spiritual oppression where a demon gains control over a person's
body, mind, or will. Penn-Lewis is clear that possession is not a common
occurrence for every believer but a reality that needs to be understood,
particularly in its more extreme manifestations. She emphasizes that
believers, fully surrendered to Christ, are far less vulnerable to possession
than those who are not, or those who have opened doors through unconfessed
sin or participation in occult practices. The book provides insights into
identifying these darker forms of spiritual attack and the means of



deliverance available through Christ.

Tactics of the Adversary

One of the most valuable contributions of "War on the Saints" is its in-depth
analysis of the enemy's manifold tactics. Penn-Lewis meticulously catalogues
the methods Satan employs to ensnare believers, often highlighting how these
tactics exploit human weaknesses and the fallen nature of the world. She
stresses that the enemy is a master strategist, constantly adapting his
approach to gain an advantage.

The book details various deceptive strategies used by the adversary. These
include:

The sowing of doubt and unbelief, particularly concerning God's promises
and Word.

The propagation of lies and misinterpretations of truth, often disguised
as wisdom or revelation.

The instigation of fear and anxiety, aiming to paralyze faith and
action.

The fostering of pride and self-sufficiency, diverting reliance from
God.

The manipulation of relationships, creating division and conflict.

The temptation of fleshly desires, appealing to innate human weaknesses.

Deception and Lies

Central to the adversary's arsenal is deception. Penn-Lewis elaborates on how
Satan, the father of lies, seeks to distort God's truth and present it in a
misleading light. This can manifest as outright falsehoods or subtle
distortions that lead individuals astray. The book warns against accepting
every thought or impulse at face value, urging believers to test everything
against the infallible Word of God. Discerning spirits and seeking godly
counsel are presented as essential countermeasures against this pervasive
tactic.

Penn-Lewis explains that demonic deception often exploits genuine spiritual
longings or questions, twisting them into avenues for error. For instance, a
desire for deeper spiritual experience might be subtly steered towards false



teachings or mystical experiences that are not rooted in biblical truth. The
goal is to lead individuals away from the pure gospel and the established
channels of God's grace, leaving them vulnerable and spiritually
impoverished. Understanding these patterns of deception is crucial for
maintaining doctrinal purity and spiritual integrity.

Temptation and Accusation

Temptation, Penn-Lewis explains, is a constant onslaught from the spiritual
enemy. These temptations are not random but are strategically aimed at
specific weaknesses or areas of vulnerability within a believer's life. The
adversary seeks to draw individuals into sin, believing that sin will
alienate them from God and break their fellowship. However, she also
highlights that temptation itself is not sin, but yielding to temptation is.
The power to resist temptation lies in Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Alongside temptation, accusation is another potent weapon. The enemy is
repeatedly referred to in Scripture as the "accuser of the brethren." He
constantly seeks to remind believers of their past sins and failures, aiming
to induce guilt, shame, and condemnation. Penn-Lewis emphasizes that while
God forgives and forgets our sins when we confess them, Satan actively tries
to keep them before us. The believer's defense against accusation is the
blood of Jesus, the covering of His righteousness, and the knowledge that
God's grace is sufficient.

The Believer's Position and Authority

Despite the formidable nature of the spiritual enemy and his tactics, "War on
the Saints" strongly emphasizes the secure and authoritative position of the
believer in Christ. Penn-Lewis moves from the problem of spiritual warfare to
the solution found in God's provision. She underscores that believers are not
alone in this battle; they are on the winning side, seated with Christ in
heavenly places, far above all principality and power.

This position grants believers significant authority over the enemy. This
authority is not earned but is a gift bestowed through union with Christ. The
book details how believers are clothed with the armor of God, a spiritual
armament described by Paul in Ephesians 6, which provides protection and
enables them to stand firm against the devil's schemes. Understanding and
actively utilizing this spiritual armor is presented as non-negotiable for
effective spiritual warfare.



The Armor of God

The "armor of God" is a central metaphor in "War on the Saints," illustrating
the spiritual resources God provides for believers. Penn-Lewis breaks down
each piece of the armor, explaining its significance and how it is applied in
the context of spiritual warfare:

The Belt of Truth: Represents the foundational importance of God's
immutable truth, counteracting deception.

The Breastplate of Righteousness: Protects the heart and vital organs
from the enemy's attacks by living in obedience to God's commands.

The Shoes of the Gospel of Peace: Symbolize readiness and stability,
allowing believers to stand firm and advance the message of peace.

The Shield of Faith: The primary defensive weapon, capable of quenching
all the fiery darts of the wicked one, representing unwavering trust in
God.

The Helmet of Salvation: Protects the mind, securing the believer's
identity and hope in Christ's redemptive work.

The Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God: The only offensive
weapon, used to discern and combat spiritual deception.

Penn-Lewis stresses that these are not passive items but require active
engagement and reliance on the Holy Spirit for their effectiveness. Each
piece is a vital component in the believer's defense against the assaults of
the enemy.

Authority in Christ's Name

Furthermore, the book illuminates the believer's authority to operate in the
name of Jesus. This name carries supreme power and authority over all the
forces of darkness. Penn-Lewis explains that when believers confront
spiritual opposition, they do so not in their own strength or name, but in
the power and authority vested in them by Christ. This is demonstrated
through prayer, intercession, and the proclamation of God's Word.

The authority extends to binding and loosing, as described by Jesus in the
Gospels. This means believers have the divine mandate to resist and
counteract the enemy's plans and to declare God's will and victory in any
given situation. Penn-Lewis encourages believers to boldly assert their
authority in Christ, knowing that the enemy is subject to the power of His



name. This active use of authority is a key differentiator between passive
suffering and victorious living in the spiritual realm.

Overcoming through Christ

The message of "War on the Saints" is ultimately one of hope and victory,
found exclusively through a deep and abiding relationship with Jesus Christ.
Penn-Lewis consistently points back to the finished work of Christ on the
cross and His resurrection as the ultimate defeat of Satan and the source of
all spiritual power for believers. Victory is not achieved through human
effort or spiritual techniques alone, but through living in the reality of
what Christ has accomplished.

The book underscores that true overcoming is not the absence of struggle, but
the ability to live victoriously amidst the ongoing spiritual conflict. This
is made possible by the indwelling Holy Spirit, who empowers believers to
live a life pleasing to God, resist temptation, and stand firm against the
enemy. Christ's victory is the believer's victory when they are united with
Him by faith.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit plays a pivotal role in the believer's ability to overcome.
Penn-Lewis highlights the Spirit's work in conviction, guidance, empowerment,
and comfort. It is the Holy Spirit who enables believers to discern spiritual
realities, to pray effectively, and to apply the truth of God's Word to their
lives. Without the Spirit's active presence and power, any attempt at
spiritual warfare would be futile.

The book emphasizes that the Spirit is the one who anoints believers for
spiritual battle, granting them the courage, wisdom, and strength needed to
face the enemy. He illuminates the mind, revealing the enemy's tricks and
guiding the believer in every step. Cultivating a sensitive and obedient walk
with the Holy Spirit is presented as essential for robust spiritual warfare.
This includes yielding to His promptings and allowing Him to control one's
thoughts and actions.

Living in Victory

Living in victory, as described by Penn-Lewis, is a continuous process of
surrendering to God, relying on His strength, and actively applying the
principles of spiritual warfare. It involves recognizing that spiritual
battles are fought and won in the mind and heart through faith and obedience.



It is about embracing the identity that Christ has given us as overcomers,
rather than succumbing to the fear and condemnation the enemy seeks to
impose.

The book encourages believers to remain vigilant, to cultivate a prayerful
life, and to continually immerse themselves in the Word of God. These
practices fortify the believer, making them less susceptible to the enemy's
attacks and more effective in advancing God's kingdom. The ultimate victory
is not just personal deliverance but also contributing to the defeat of the
enemy's kingdom on earth through faithful living and witness.

Practical Application for the Believer

The insights gleaned from "War on the Saints" are not merely theoretical;
they are intended for practical application in the daily life of every
believer. Penn-Lewis provides actionable guidance for navigating the
spiritual battlefield with confidence and effectiveness. The book serves as a
spiritual manual, equipping individuals to recognize and respond to spiritual
opposition in their own lives and in the lives of those around them.

The emphasis is on proactive spiritual discipline and a deep reliance on God.
This involves integrating spiritual warfare principles into everyday living,
rather than treating them as isolated events. The goal is to cultivate a
lifestyle of consistent spiritual alertness and reliance on God's power.

Daily Spiritual Discipline

Consistent daily spiritual discipline is presented as the bedrock of
effective spiritual warfare. This includes:

Prayer: Engaging in constant communion with God, both in supplication
and intercession.

Bible Study: Diligently reading, meditating on, and memorizing Scripture
to equip oneself with the Sword of the Spirit.

Fasting: As led by the Spirit, using fasting to gain spiritual focus and
discipline the flesh.

Worship: Maintaining a heart of worship, acknowledging God's supremacy
and power.

Confession: Regularly confessing sins to maintain a clear conscience and
unbroken fellowship with God.



These disciplines are not burdens but are the very means by which believers
fortify themselves and maintain their connection to the source of all power.
They are the practical expressions of faith that make the believer resilient
against spiritual attack.

Recognizing and Resisting Attacks

A crucial aspect of practical application is learning to recognize the subtle
and overt attacks of the enemy. Penn-Lewis guides readers to identify the
patterns of thought, emotion, or circumstance that may indicate spiritual
opposition. This involves a heightened awareness of one's own internal
landscape and the external influences at play.

Once an attack is recognized, the believer is encouraged to resist it
actively through faith, prayer, and the application of biblical truth. This
is not about self-reliance but about engaging the spiritual resources God has
provided. For instance, if faced with fear, the believer is to counter it
with the peace of God and trust in His promises. If tempted by pride, they
are to humble themselves before God and acknowledge their dependence on Him.
The key is a swift and decisive response based on spiritual discernment and
God's Word.

The Enduring Legacy of "War on the Saints"

Jessie Penn-Lewis's "War on the Saints" has left an indelible mark on
Christian literature and spiritual understanding. Its comprehensive approach
to spiritual warfare, its theological depth, and its practical application
have made it a cornerstone for generations of believers seeking to navigate
the unseen spiritual realm. The book has been instrumental in awakening many
to the reality and intensity of spiritual conflict.

Its enduring legacy lies in its ability to demystify spiritual warfare,
presenting it not as a frightening unknown but as a divinely orchestrated
battleground where believers, armed with God's truth and power, can
experience victory. The clear articulation of the enemy's tactics and the
believer's defenses continues to equip and empower Christians worldwide to
live more effective and victorious lives in Christ. The book remains a vital
resource for anyone seeking to understand and engage in the spiritual battles
that shape the landscape of faith and life.

---



Q: What is the central theme of Jessie Penn Lewis's
"War on the Saints"?
A: The central theme of Jessie Penn Lewis's "War on the Saints" is the
reality of active spiritual warfare between God's forces and demonic forces,
focusing on the adversary's strategies against believers and the believer's
authority and defenses in Christ.

Q: Who is identified as the primary adversary in
"War on the Saints"?
A: In "War on the Saints," the primary adversary is identified as Satan, a
fallen angel who leads legions of demons in their opposition to God and His
people.

Q: How does "War on the Saints" describe the tactics
of the adversary?
A: "War on the Saints" describes the adversary's tactics as including
deception, lies, temptation, accusation, sowing doubt, fostering pride, and
manipulating relationships, all aimed at undermining a believer's faith and
relationship with God.

Q: What is the believer's primary defense according
to "War on the Saints"?
A: According to "War on the Saints," the believer's primary defense is found
in the spiritual resources provided by God, particularly the "armor of God"
as described in Ephesians 6, and their authority in Christ's name.

Q: Does "War on the Saints" suggest that believers
are subject to demonic possession?
A: While "War on the Saints" addresses demonic influence and possession, it
differentiates between them, stating that possession is a more severe form
and that believers fully surrendered to Christ are less vulnerable, though
the reality of it is acknowledged and discussed in terms of deliverance.

Q: What role does the Holy Spirit play in spiritual
warfare as presented in the book?
A: The book emphasizes that the Holy Spirit is essential for spiritual
warfare, providing discernment, guidance, empowerment, and comfort, enabling
believers to resist temptation, apply God's Word, and live victoriously in



Christ.

Q: How does "War on the Saints" define victory in
spiritual warfare?
A: "War on the Saints" defines victory not as the absence of conflict, but as
the ability to live triumphantly amidst ongoing spiritual struggles, by
actively relying on God's strength and applying biblical principles.

Q: What are some practical applications for
believers suggested by "War on the Saints"?
A: Practical applications include engaging in daily spiritual disciplines
such as prayer, Bible study, worship, and confession, as well as actively
recognizing and resisting the enemy's attacks through faith and the Word of
God.

Q: Is "War on the Saints" still relevant for
contemporary Christians?
A: Yes, "War on the Saints" remains highly relevant for contemporary
Christians as it offers timeless truths about the unseen spiritual realm and
provides equipping for navigating the persistent challenges of spiritual
warfare in modern life.

Q: What is the source of the believer's authority
over demonic forces in the context of "War on the
Saints"?
A: The believer's authority over demonic forces, as outlined in "War on the
Saints," stems from their union with Jesus Christ and the power vested in His
name, which grants believers dominion over all the works of the enemy.
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