jamestowne society qualifying ancestors

Jamestowne Society Qualifying Ancestors is a topic of great interest for genealogists, historians,
and individuals seeking to connect with their ancestral roots. The Jamestowne Society, founded in
1956, is dedicated to the preservation and promotion of the history of the early settlers of Jamestown,
Virginia, the first permanent English settlement in North America. This society recognizes and honors
the descendants of those early settlers who arrived between 1607 and 1699. In this article, we will
explore the criteria for qualifying ancestors, the application process, and the significance of being
recognized by the Jamestowne Society.

Understanding the Jamestowne Society

The Jamestowne Society was established to foster interest in the history of Jamestown and to promote
the study of genealogy related to its early settlers. The society supports various historical and
educational initiatives that shed light on this critical period in American history. Membership is open
to direct descendants of individuals who lived in Virginia during the colonial period.

Significance of Jamestown

Jamestown holds a unique place in American history as it was the first successful English settlement
in the New World. Established in 1607, it became a focal point for the spread of English influence in
North America. The early settlers faced numerous challenges, including conflicts with Native
Americans, harsh weather, and food shortages. Understanding the experiences of these settlers
provides valuable insight into the development of the United States.

Qualifying Ancestors

To become a member of the Jamestowne Society, individuals must prove their lineage to a qualifying
ancestor who was present in Virginia during the specified timeframe. This section will delve into the
requirements for qualifying ancestors and provide a list of known individuals who meet these criteria.

Criteria for Qualifying Ancestors

To qualify as an ancestor for the Jamestowne Society, the individual must:

1. Have Arrived in Virginia: The ancestor must have arrived in Virginia between 1607 and 1699 and be
part of the population during that time.

2. Be an Original Settler or Their Descendant: The individual must be an original settler of Jamestown
or a descendant of an original settler. This includes those who were part of the Virginia colony and
contributed to its establishment and growth.

3. Documentation: Genealogical proof must be provided to establish the line of descent from the



qualifying ancestor to the applicant. This documentation may include birth, marriage, and death
certificates, wills, and other relevant records.

List of Notable Qualifying Ancestors

The following is a list of some notable individuals who are recognized as qualifying ancestors by the
Jamestowne Society:

- John Smith: An English soldier and explorer who played a crucial role in the establishment of
Jamestown.

- Pocahontas: A Native American woman associated with the colonial settlement, known for her
relationship with John Rolfe.

- George Yeardley: The first elected governor of Virginia, who contributed significantly to the colony's
development.

- William Claiborne: A prominent figure in early Virginia politics and trade.

The Application Process

The application process for membership in the Jamestowne Society is designed to ensure that all
claims of descent from qualifying ancestors are thoroughly vetted. Below are the steps involved in the
application process:

Step-by-Step Application Process

1. Research Your Ancestry: Begin by gathering all relevant information about your family tree. This
includes names, dates, and places associated with your ancestors.

2. Identify a Qualifying Ancestor: Determine which ancestor(s) in your lineage qualify under the
Jamestowne Society criteria.

3. Gather Documentation: Collect necessary documentation that proves your lineage. This may
include:

- Birth and death certificates

- Marriage licenses

- Census records

- Military service records

4. Complete the Application Form: Fill out the application form, providing detailed information about
your qualifying ancestor and your direct lineage.

5. Submit Your Application: Send your completed application and supporting documents to the
Jamestowne Society for review.

6. Await Review: The society’s committee will review your application and documentation. This
process may take several months.

7. Receive Notification: Once your application is approved, you will be notified of your acceptance into
the Jamestowne Society.



Importance of Membership

Joining the Jamestowne Society provides several benefits to its members, which go beyond just a
sense of pride in one’s ancestry.

Benefits of Membership

1. Connection to History: Members have the opportunity to connect with the rich history of Jamestown
and understand their place in that narrative.

2. Networking: Membership offers a chance to network with other descendants of Jamestown settlers,
providing opportunities for sharing research and experiences.

3. Access to Resources: Members gain access to a wealth of genealogical resources, including
publications, newsletters, and historical archives.

4. Participation in Events: Members can participate in society-sponsored events, educational
programs, and commemorative activities celebrating Jamestown’s history.

Challenges in Proving Lineage

Proving descent from a Jamestown ancestor can be a complex task, especially for those with common
surnames or limited documentation. Here are some challenges applicants may face:

Common Challenges

- Incomplete Records: Many records from the early colonial period are missing, damaged, or
incomplete, making it difficult to trace lineage accurately.

- Common Surnames: Individuals with common surnames may find it challenging to distinguish their
lineage from others with the same name.

- Historical Context: Understanding the historical context of the colonial period is essential, as it can
help clarify relationships and lineage.

Conclusion

The Jamestowne Society plays a vital role in preserving the legacy of the early settlers of Jamestown,
Virginia. By providing a framework for recognizing and honoring qualifying ancestors, the society
fosters a deeper appreciation for the challenges and triumphs of those who laid the foundation for the
United States. For individuals with ancestral ties to this historic settlement, becoming a member of
the Jamestowne Society not only connects them to their heritage but also contributes to the ongoing
preservation of American history. Whether you are just beginning your genealogy journey or are well-
versed in your family history, the Jamestowne Society offers an invaluable resource for honoring the
legacy of your ancestors.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Jamestowne Society and its purpose?

The Jamestowne Society is an organization that honors and preserves the history of the early settlers
of Jamestown, Virginia, and their descendants. Its purpose is to promote the understanding of
American history and the contributions of the Jamestown settlers.

Who qualifies as a Jamestowne Society ancestor?

A qualifying ancestor is any individual who was a resident of Jamestown or the surrounding area from
1607 to 1624, including original settlers, soldiers, and their family members.

How can | find out if | have a qualifying ancestor for the
Jamestowne Society?

To determine if you have a qualifying ancestor, you can research your family lineage through
genealogical records, historical documents, and databases that focus on early Virginia settlers.

What documentation is required to prove lineage to a
qualifying ancestor?

Documentation typically required includes birth certificates, marriage licenses, wills, and census
records that clearly connect you to your qualifying ancestor.

Is there a membership fee to join the Jamestowne Society?

Yes, there is a membership fee for joining the Jamestowne Society, which can vary depending on the
type of membership.

Are there specific time periods that are most relevant for
qualifying ancestors?

Yes, the primary time period of relevance is from 1607, the founding of Jamestown, to 1624, which is
when the first Jamestowne Society members were recognized.

Can descendants of Jamestowne settlers join the society if
their ancestor moved away?

Yes, descendants can join the society regardless of whether their qualifying ancestor remained in
Virginia or moved elsewhere, as long as lineage can be proven.

What are the benefits of joining the Jamestowne Society?

Benefits of joining include access to historical research resources, networking with other descendants,
participation in events, and contributing to preservation efforts.



How does the Jamestowne Society contribute to historical
preservation?

The Jamestowne Society contributes to historical preservation through educational programs, funding
archaeological projects, and supporting the preservation of historic sites related to Jamestown.

Are there any events or activities organized by the
Jamestowne Society for members?

Yes, the Jamestowne Society organizes various events, including annual meetings, historical tours,
and educational seminars focused on the history of Jamestown and its settlers.
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