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James Bond: The Living Daylights is the fifteenth film in the iconic James Bond series, released in
1987. Directed by John Glen, this movie marked the debut of Timothy Dalton as the British Secret
Service agent, James Bond. The film is based on the short story of the same name by Ian Fleming
and is notable for its return to the franchise's roots, emphasizing espionage and intrigue over the
more fantastical elements that had characterized earlier entries.

In "The Living Daylights," audiences are treated to a blend of high-stakes drama, thrilling action
sequences, and a complex plot that intertwines themes of loyalty, betrayal, and moral ambiguity.
This article provides an in-depth look at the film, exploring its plot, characters, production, and
legacy within the Bond franchise.

Plot Overview

The story begins in Prague, where Bond is tasked with the mission of aiding a defecting Soviet
general, Georgi Koskov. The film opens with a spectacular pre-title sequence that showcases Bond's
skills in a daring operation to eliminate a sniper targeting Koskov. After successfully completing this
mission, Bond learns that Koskov's defection is part of a larger conspiracy involving arms deals and
the KGB.

As the plot unfolds, Bond discovers that Koskov is not what he seems. Instead of seeking asylum, he
is embroiled in a scheme that seeks to manipulate Western intelligence and further the KGB's
agenda. The film's narrative leads Bond to various locations, including Vienna and Afghanistan, as
he races against time to uncover the truth behind Koskov's plans and to thwart a nefarious arms
deal that could have catastrophic consequences.

Main Characters

"The Living Daylights" introduces several key characters, each contributing to the film's intricate
plot:

1. James Bond (Timothy Dalton): The iconic British spy, known for his charm, wit, and
resourcefulness. Dalton's portrayal emphasizes a more serious and grounded Bond compared to his
predecessors.

2. Georgi Koskov (Jeroen Krabbé): A Soviet general who initially appears as a defector but is later
revealed to have ulterior motives that complicate Bond's mission.

3. Kara Milovy (Maryam d'Abo): A beautiful cellist who becomes Bond's ally and love interest. Her
character adds emotional depth to the film, as she is caught in the crossfire of espionage and
betrayal.

4. Brad Whitaker (Joe Don Baker): An arms dealer who plays a pivotal role in the film's climax. His
character represents the corrupting influence of power and wealth within the arms trade.



5. General Pushkin (John Rhys-Davies): The head of the KGB who is portrayed as a more honorable
character, contrasting with Koskov's deceitful nature.

Production Insights

"The Living Daylights" was produced during a transitional period for the Bond franchise. With the
departure of Roger Moore, there was a pressing need to redefine the character for a new
generation. Here are some notable aspects of the film's production:

Directorial Vision

John Glen, who had previously directed several Bond films, brought a fresh perspective to "The
Living Daylights." He focused on a more realistic portrayal of espionage, steering away from the
excessive gadgetry and whimsical elements that had come to define the series in the 1970s and early
1980s. Glen aimed to create a film that felt grounded and relevant to contemporary geopolitical
issues.

Timothy Dalton's Transformation of Bond

Timothy Dalton's casting as Bond was met with mixed reactions, but his performance ultimately set
a new tone for the character. Dalton's Bond is characterized by:

- Seriousness: He portrayed Bond as a more brooding and introspective character, reflecting the
darker themes of the film.
- Physicality: Dalton performed many of his own stunts, bringing a raw intensity to the action
sequences.
- Emotional Depth: His interactions with Kara Milovy add layers to the character, showcasing Bond's
vulnerability and capacity for love.

Iconic Action Sequences

The film is known for its thrilling action sequences, including:

1. The Pre-Titles Sequence: A breathtaking chase involving a snowmobile and a helicopter that sets
the tone for the film.
2. The Car Chase: A high-speed pursuit through the streets of Vienna, showcasing Bond's driving
skills and resourcefulness.
3. The Afghanistan Climax: A multi-layered action sequence that involves a battle between Soviet
forces and Afghan rebels, culminating in a dramatic rescue.



Musical Score

The film's score was composed by Michael Kamen, who infused the soundtrack with a blend of
orchestral music and contemporary influences. The theme song, performed by A-ha, became a chart-
topping hit and is considered one of the most memorable Bond themes. Its haunting melody and
poignant lyrics encapsulate the film's themes of love and betrayal.

Thematic Elements

"The Living Daylights" delves into several themes that resonate throughout the film:

Espionage and Morality

The film presents a nuanced exploration of espionage, questioning the morality of the characters
involved. Bond grapples with his role as a spy, particularly when faced with the realization that the
lines between good and evil are often blurred. The character of General Pushkin exemplifies this
theme, as he navigates the complexities of loyalty to his country while also seeking to do what is
right.

Love and Betrayal

The relationship between Bond and Kara Milovy serves as a central emotional anchor in the film.
Their love story is fraught with tension, as Kara is initially unaware of the darker machinations at
play. As the story unfolds, the film highlights the fragility of trust and the consequences of betrayal.

Political Commentary

Set against the backdrop of the Cold War, "The Living Daylights" offers commentary on the
geopolitical landscape of the time. The film reflects the anxieties of the era, particularly concerning
arms proliferation and the consequences of political manipulation.

Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, "The Living Daylights" received generally positive reviews from critics and
audiences alike. Many praised Dalton's performance and the film's return to a more serious tone.
The film was a commercial success, grossing over $191 million worldwide.

In retrospect, "The Living Daylights" is often credited with revitalizing the Bond franchise for a new
era. Dalton's tenure, though brief, paved the way for the character's evolution in subsequent films.
The film is remembered for its thrilling action sequences, engaging plot, and deeper character



exploration, laying the groundwork for the more modern interpretation of James Bond that would
continue into the 21st century.

Conclusion

"James Bond: The Living Daylights" stands out as a significant entry in the iconic franchise, marking
a turning point in the portrayal of one of cinema's most enduring characters. With its compelling
plot, rich thematic elements, and a strong performance by Timothy Dalton, the film remains a
favorite among Bond aficionados. As the series continues to evolve, "The Living Daylights" serves as
a reminder of the importance of character depth and narrative complexity in the world of espionage
cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary plot of 'James Bond: The Living
Daylights'?
The film follows James Bond as he is tasked with protecting a KGB officer who has defected to the
West, while uncovering a conspiracy involving arms dealing and a plot to destabilize the Soviet
Union.

Who played the role of James Bond in 'The Living Daylights'?
Timothy Dalton portrayed James Bond in 'The Living Daylights', marking his first appearance in the
iconic role.

What notable change did 'The Living Daylights' bring to the
James Bond franchise?
The Living Daylights introduced a grittier and more realistic portrayal of Bond, moving away from
the campy style of previous films and emphasizing character development and moral complexity.

Who directed 'James Bond: The Living Daylights'?
The film was directed by John Glen, who also directed several other films in the Bond series.

What is the significance of the title 'The Living Daylights'?
The title refers to a phrase within the film, symbolizing the danger and high stakes involved in the
espionage world, as well as Bond's ability to survive and thrive in perilous situations.

Which actress played the Bond girl, Kara Milovy, in 'The



Living Daylights'?
Maryam d'Abo played the role of Kara Milovy, a cellist and Bond's love interest in the film.
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