
istqb foundation level exam questions and
answers
ISTQB Foundation Level Exam Questions and Answers are essential for anyone aiming to gain a
solid grounding in software testing. The International Software Testing Qualifications Board (ISTQB)
offers a certification that is recognized globally, providing a foundation for software testers to validate
their knowledge and skills. This article will explore the structure of the ISTQB Foundation Level exam,
common questions and answers, and strategies for preparation.

Understanding the ISTQB Foundation Level Exam

The ISTQB Foundation Level exam is designed to test the knowledge of software testing principles and
practices. It is suitable for individuals who are new to testing or those who want to formalize their
knowledge.

Exam Structure

The exam consists of:

- 40 Multiple Choice Questions: Each question has one correct answer.
- Duration: Candidates have 60 minutes to complete the exam.
- Passing Score: A score of 65% (26 correct answers) is required to pass.

Exam Content Areas

The exam covers several key areas of software testing, which include:

1. Fundamentals of Testing
2. Testing Throughout the Software Development Lifecycle
3. Static Testing
4. Test Design Techniques
5. Test Management
6. Tool Support for Testing

Common ISTQB Foundation Level Exam Questions

To help candidates prepare, here are some common questions that can be found on the ISTQB
Foundation Level exam, along with their answers.



1. What is the primary purpose of testing?

Answer: The primary purpose of testing is to identify defects in software before it is delivered to the
customer. Testing helps ensure that the software meets the required specifications and provides a
satisfactory user experience.

2. Which of the following is not a test level?

- A) Unit Testing
- B) Integration Testing
- C) System Testing
- D) Code Review

Correct Answer: D) Code Review

3. What are the benefits of early testing?

Answer: Early testing provides several benefits, including:

- Defect Prevention: Identifying issues early can prevent them from becoming larger problems later in
the project.
- Cost Efficiency: Fixing defects early is generally less expensive than fixing them after the software
has been developed.
- Improved Quality: Early testing contributes to a higher quality product by ensuring that
requirements are met from the beginning.

4. What is static testing?

Answer: Static testing is a method of testing that involves reviewing the software artifacts (such as
requirements, design, and code) without executing the code. The purpose is to find defects early in
the development process.

5. What is a test case?

Answer: A test case is a set of conditions or variables under which a tester determines whether a
system or software application is working as intended. A test case typically includes:

- Test case ID
- Description
- Preconditions
- Test steps
- Expected results
- Actual results



6. What is the difference between verification and validation?

Answer: Verification is the process of evaluating work products to ensure they meet the specified
requirements, while validation is the process of evaluating the final product to ensure it meets the
needs and expectations of the customer.

7. What are the main types of testing tools?

Answer: The main types of testing tools include:

- Test Management Tools: Assist in planning, executing, and tracking testing activities.
- Static Analysis Tools: Analyze code without executing it to identify potential defects.
- Automated Testing Tools: Automate the execution of tests and the comparison of actual outcomes
with predicted outcomes.

8. What is exploratory testing?

Answer: Exploratory testing is an informal testing approach where testers explore the application
without predefined test cases. Testers use their creativity and experience to identify defects, often
simultaneously learning about the system.

9. What is a defect? Describe the defect lifecycle.

Answer: A defect is an imperfection or flaw in the software that causes it to behave unexpectedly. The
defect lifecycle typically includes the following stages:

1. Identification: The defect is discovered.
2. Reporting: The defect is documented and reported.
3. Assessment: The defect is analyzed to determine its severity and impact.
4. Resolution: The defect is fixed.
5. Verification: The fix is verified through testing.
6. Closure: The defect is closed once verified.

10. What is the role of a test manager?

Answer: The test manager is responsible for overseeing the testing process, which includes:

- Planning and coordinating testing activities.
- Managing the testing team.
- Ensuring that testing is completed on time and meets quality standards.
- Communicating with stakeholders about testing progress and results.



Preparation Strategies for the ISTQB Exam

To effectively prepare for the ISTQB Foundation Level exam, consider the following strategies:

1. Study the Syllabus

Familiarize yourself with the ISTQB Foundation Level syllabus. This document outlines the key topics
and areas of knowledge that will be covered in the exam.

2. Use Official Study Materials

Invest in official ISTQB study guides and practice exams. These resources often provide insights into
the types of questions you can expect and the best ways to approach them.

3. Join Study Groups

Participating in study groups can enhance your learning experience. Engaging with peers allows you
to discuss concepts, clarify doubts, and share resources.

4. Practice Sample Questions

Regularly practicing sample questions will familiarize you with the exam format and help you identify
areas where you need further study.

5. Attend Training Courses

Consider enrolling in a formal training course offered by accredited providers. These courses often
provide structured learning and insights from experienced instructors.

6. Time Management

During your preparation, practice managing your time effectively. Simulate exam conditions by timing
yourself while answering practice questions.

Conclusion



The ISTQB Foundation Level exam is a valuable step for anyone aspiring to a career in software
testing. By understanding the exam structure, familiarizing yourself with common questions, and
employing effective preparation strategies, you can increase your chances of passing the exam on
your first attempt. With the right resources and commitment, you can gain this essential certification,
paving the way for a successful career in software testing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ISTQB Foundation Level exam?
The ISTQB Foundation Level exam is a certification test that assesses a candidate's knowledge of
software testing principles, practices, and terminology as defined by the International Software
Testing Qualifications Board (ISTQB).

How many questions are on the ISTQB Foundation Level
exam?
The ISTQB Foundation Level exam typically consists of 40 multiple-choice questions.

What is the passing score for the ISTQB Foundation Level
exam?
The passing score for the ISTQB Foundation Level exam is usually set at 65%, which means a
candidate must correctly answer at least 26 out of 40 questions.

What topics are covered in the ISTQB Foundation Level
syllabus?
The ISTQB Foundation Level syllabus covers topics such as testing principles, testing throughout the
software lifecycle, static testing, test design techniques, test management, and tools for testing.

How long is the ISTQB Foundation Level exam?
The ISTQB Foundation Level exam is generally 60 minutes long.

Can I take the ISTQB Foundation Level exam online?
Yes, many examination providers offer the ISTQB Foundation Level exam online, allowing candidates
to take the test remotely.

What study materials are recommended for the ISTQB
Foundation Level exam?
Recommended study materials include the ISTQB Foundation Level syllabus, official ISTQB sample
exams, textbooks specifically written for the ISTQB exam, and online training courses.



Is there a time limit for retaking the ISTQB Foundation Level
exam?
There is no universal time limit for retaking the ISTQB Foundation Level exam; however, candidates
should check with their specific exam provider for any policies regarding retakes.

What are the benefits of passing the ISTQB Foundation Level
exam?
Passing the ISTQB Foundation Level exam validates a candidate's knowledge of software testing,
enhances their credibility in the industry, and can improve career opportunities in software quality
assurance.
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