ISRAEL| PALESTINIAN CONFLICT FOR DUMMIES

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT FOR DUMMIES IS AN INTRICATE AND LONG-STANDING STRUGGLE THAT HAS SHAPED THE MIDDLE
EAST FOR OVER A CENTURY. THE CONFLICT INVOLVES DEEP HISTORICAL ROOTS, NATIONAL IDENTITIES, AND TERRITORIAL
DISPUTES BETWEEN |ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS. UNDERSTANDING THIS COMPLEX ISSUE REQUIRES DIVING INTO ITS HISTORY, KEY
PLAYERS, AND THE ONGOING CHALLENGES FACED BY BOTH SIDES. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO BREAK DOWN THE CONFLICT INTO
DIGESTIBLE SECTIONS, MAKING IT EASIER FOR ANYONE TO GRASP THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS.

HisTorICAL BACKGROUND

EARLY RooTs

THE ORIGINS OF THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT CAN BE TRACED BACK TO THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES
WHEN TWO NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS EMERGED IN THE REGIONIJE\X/ISH NATIONALISM (ZIONISM) AND ARAB NATIONALISM. KEY
EVENTS LEADING TO THE CONFLICT INCLUDE:

1. ZIoNISM: A MOVEMENT AIMED AT CREATING AJE\X/ISH HOMELAND IN RESPONSE TO EUROPEAN ANTI-SEMITISM AND
PERSECUTION.

2. ARAB NATIONALISM: A MOVEMENT ADVOCATING FOR THE INDEPENDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY OF ARAB PEOPLES, INCLUDING
THOSE IN PALESTINE.

THE BrITISH MANDATE AND INCREASING TENSIONS

AFTER WORLD W AR |, THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS GRANTED BRITAIN THE MANDATE TO GOVERN PALESTINE. DURING THIS PERIOD,
JEWISH IMMIGRATION TO PALESTINE INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY, LEADING TO TENSIONS BETWEEN THE JEWISH AND ARAB
POPULATIONS. KEY EVENTS DURING THIS TIME INCLUDE:

- THe BALFOUR DecLARATION (19 17): A STATEMENT BY BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY ARTHUR BALFOUR EXPRESSING
SUPPORT FOR A “NATIONAL HOME FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE” IN PALESTINE.

- THe ARAB REVOLT (1936-1939): A MAJOR UPRISING BY PALESTINIAN ARABS AGAINST BRITISH RULE AND JEWISH
IMMIGRATION, LEADING TO INCREASED VIOLENCE AND DIVISION.

THe CREATION OF ISRAEL

THE UNITED NATIONS PARTITION PLAN
IN 1947, THE UNITED NATIONS PROPOSED A PARTITION PLAN TO CREATE SEPARATE JEWISH AND ARAB STATES IN PALESTINE.

THE PLAN WAS ACCEPTED BYJE\X/ISH LEADERS BUT REJECTED BY ARAB LEADERS. KEY POINTS INCLUDE:

- PARTITION PLAN (1947): SUGGESTED DIVIDING PALESTINE INTO TWO STATES—ONE JEWISH AND ONE ARAB, WITH
JERUSALEM AS AN INTERNATIONAL CITY.

- VioLence AND CIVIL W AR: FOLLOWING THE PLAN'S ACCEPTANCE, VIOLENCE ERUPTED BETWEEN JEWISH AND ARAB
COMMUNITIES.

THE 1948 WAR

INMAY 1948, ISRAEL DECLARED INDEPENDENCE, LEADING TO THE FIRST ARAB-ISRAELI W AR. THE CONFLICT RESULTED IN:



- DispLACEMENT: APPROXIMATELY 700,000 PALESTINIANS WERE DISPLACED FROM THEIR HOMES, AN EVENT REFERRED TO AS
THE NAkBA (CATASTROPHE) BY PALESTINIANS.
- TerRITORIAL CHANGES: ISRAEL EXPANDED ITS TERRITORY BEYOND THE BORDERS SET BY THE UN PARTITION PLAN.

THe PALESTINIAN LiBERATION OrGANIZATION (PLO) AND INTIFADAS

THe FORMATION oF THE PLO

IN 1964, THE PALESTINIAN LIBERATION ORGANIZATION (PLO) WAS ESTABLISHED TO REPRESENT PALESTINIAN INTERESTS AND
ASPIRATIONS. THE PLO GAINED PROMINENCE THROUGH:

- LEADERSHIP: Y ASSER ARAFAT BECAME THE PLO’S LEADER AND SYMBOLIZED PALESTINIAN NATIONALISM.
- MiLITANT AcTIONS: THeE PLO ENGAGED IN ARMED STRUGGLE AGAINST ISRAEL, LEADING TO INCREASED TENSIONS.

THE INTIFADAS

THE CONFLICT SAW TWO MAJOR UPRISINGS, KNOWN AS THE |NTIFADAS/ WHICH SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED THE ISRAELI-
PALESTINIAN DYNAMIC:

1. FIRST INTIFADA (1987-1993): A GRASSROOTS UPRISING AGAINST ISRAELI OCCUPATION IN THE WEST BANK AND GAZA
STRIP, CHARACTERIZED BY PROTESTS, CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, AND CLASHES.

2. Seconp INTIFADA (2000-2005): TRIGGERED BY THE VISIT OF ISRAELI POLITICIAN ARIEL SHARON TO THE TEMPLE MOUNT,
THIS UPRISING WAS MARKED BY VIOLENCE, SUICIDE BOMBINGS, AND MILITARY RESPONSES FROM ISRAEL.

Key IssUes IN THE CONFLICT

THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT IS ROOTED IN SEVERAL CONTENTIOUS ISSUES THAT COMPLICATE PEACE EFFORTS:

1. BorDERS AND TERRITORIAL DISPUTES

THE QUESTION OF BORDERS REMAINS A PRIMARY SOURCE OF CONFLICT. KEY POINTS INCLUDE:

- 1967 BORDERS: PALESTINIANS SEEK A STATE BASED ON BORDERS ESTABLISHED BEFORE THE 1967 Six-DAY W AR, WHICH
RESULTED IN ISRAEL OCCUPYING THE WEST BANK, GAZA STRIP, AND EAST JERUSALEM.

- SETTLEMENTS: ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS IN THE WEST BANK ARE VIEWED AS ILLEGAL UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW BY MANY
COUNTRIES, BUT ISRAEL DISPUTES THIS.

2. JERUSALEM

JERUSALEM HOLDS SIGNIFICANT RELIGIOUS AND HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE FOR BOTH ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS. KEY ASPECTS
INCLUDE!:

- RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE: HOME TO SACRED SITES FORJUDAISM, |SLAM, AND CHRISTIANITY.
- CAPITAL CLAIMS: BOTH SIDES CLAIMJERUSALEM AS THEIR CAPITAL, COMPLICATING EFFORTS FOR A SHARED SOLUTION.

3. REFUGEES

THE PLIGHT OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEES REMAINS UNRESOLVED. KEY POINTS INCLUDE:



- RIGHT oF RETURN: PALESTINIANS DEMAND THE RIGHT TO RETURN TO THEIR ANCESTRAL HOMES IN WHAT IS NOW |SRAEL.
- COMPENSATION: ISRAEL IS OPPOSED TO THE RETURN OF REFUGEES, ARGUING IT WOULD THREATEN THEJE\X/ISH CHARACTER OF
THE STATE.

4. SECURITY
SECURITY CONCERNS ARE PARAMOUNT FOR BOTH |SRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS. KEY ELEMENTS INCLUDE:
- TERRORISM AND \/IOLENCEZ |SRAEL CITES SECURITY THREATS FROM MILITANT GROUPSI \WHILE PALESTINIANS POINT TO

MILITARY OCCUPATION AND VIOLENCE AGAINST CIVILIANS.
- ProTECTION OF CIVILIANS: BOTH SIDES EMPHASIZE THE NEED FOR MEASURES TO PROTECT THEIR POPULATIONS.

INTERNATIONAL INVOLVEMENT

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT:

1. THE UNITED STATES

THE U.S. HAS HISTORICALLY BEEN A KEY ALLY OF ISRAEL WHILE ATTEMPTING TO MEDIATE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. EFFORTS
INCLUDE!:

- OsLo Accorps (1993): A SERIES OF AGREEMENTS AIMED AT ACHIEVING A TWO-STATE SOLUTION.
- PEACE ProPOSALS: VARIOUS U.S.-LED INITIATIVES TO BROKER PEACE, OFTEN FACING CHALLENGES DUE TO POLITICAL
REALITIES.

2. OTHER COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS HAVE ALSO SOUGHT TO ADDRESS THE CONFLICT:

- EUROPEAN UNION: ADVOCATES FOR A TWO-STATE SOLUTION AND HAS PROVIDED AID TO PALESTINIANS.
- ARAB LEAGUE: SUPPORTS PALESTINIAN RIGHTS AND HAS PROPOSED PEACE INITIATIVES.

CURRENT SITUATION AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT REMAINS UNRESOLVED, WITH ONGOING VIOLENCE AND POLITICAL STALEMATES. CURRENT
CHALLENGES INCLUDE:

- STALLED PEACE PROCESS: EFFORTS TO NEGOTIATE A FINAL SETTLEMENT HAVE LARGELY STALLED, WITH BOTH SIDES
ENTRENCHED IN THEIR POSITIONS.

- GROWING EXTREMISM: RISING EXTREMISM ON BOTH SIDES COMPLICATES DIALOGUE AND EXACERBATES TENSIONS.

- INTERNATIONAL DYNAMICS: CHANGING INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND REGIONAL POLITICS CONTINUE TO IMPACT THE
CONFLICT.

CoNcLUSION

THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT IS A MULTIFACETED ISSUE ROOTED IN HISTORY, IDENTITY, AND TERRITORIAL DISPUTES.
W/HILE NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO FIND A RESOLUTION, THE PATH TO PEACE REMAINS FRAUGHT WITH
CHALLENGES. UNDERSTANDING THE CONFLICT'S COMPLEXITIES IS ESSENTIAL FOR ANYONE SEEKING TO GRASP THE ONGOING
STRUGGLE BETWEEN |SRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS. ONLY THROUGH ACKNOWLEDGING THE NARRATIVES, GRIEVANCES, AND
ASPIRATIONS OF BOTH SIDES CAN A MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE AND POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS BE PURSUED.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT?

THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT IS A LONG-STANDING STRUGGLE BETWEEN |SRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS OVER LAND,
NATIONAL IDENTITY, AND POLITICAL SOVEREIGNTY, PRIMARILY FOCUSING ON THE TERRITORY OF ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINIAN
TERRITORIES OF THE WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP.

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT?

THE MAIN CAUSES INCLUDE HISTORICAL CLAIMS TO LAND, RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TERRITORY, POLITICAL SOVEREIGNTY,
AND ISSUES RELATED TO REFUGEES AND BORDERS. THE CONFLICT DATES BACK TO THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY WITH THE RISE OF
NATIONALISM AMONG JEWS AND ARABS.

\WHAT ARE THE KEY EVENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE CONFLICT?

KEY EVENTS INCLUDE THE BALFOUR DECLARATION (1917), THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL IN 1948, THE SIx-DAY W AR
(1967), AND VARIOUS PEACE PROCESSES SUCH AS THE OSLO ACCORDS IN THE 1990s. EACH OF THESE EVENTS
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED TERRITORIAL BOUNDARIES AND POPULATIONS.

\W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GAZA STRIP AND WEST BANK?

THe GAazA STRIP AND WEST BANK ARE CONSIDERED THE PRIMARY TERRITORIES FOR A FUTURE PALESTINIAN STATE. THEY ARE
SIGNIFICANT DUE TO THEIR STRATEGIC LOCATION, POPULATION DENSITY, AND THE ONGOING DISPUTES OVER ISRAELI
SETTLEMENTS AND MILITARY PRESENCE.

\WHAT EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO RESOLVE THE CONFLICT?

NUMEROUS EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE, INCLUDING INTERNATIONAL PEACE TALKS, THE OsLo ACCORDS, AND VARIOUS
PROPOSALS FOR A TWO-STATE SOLUTION. HO\X/EVER, ONGOING VIOLENCE, POLITICAL DIVISIONS, AND MUTUAL DISTRUST HAVE
HINDERED PROGRESS TOWARD A LASTING PEACE.
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