
isc2 cap exam cost

ISC2 CAP Exam Cost is an important consideration for cybersecurity professionals looking to advance their
careers by gaining the Certified Authorization Professional (CAP) certification. This certification, offered by
(ISC)², validates an individual’s ability to manage risk and implement security controls in accordance with
rigorous standards. Understanding the costs associated with taking the ISC2 CAP exam can help candidates
budget accordingly and prepare for the investment in their professional development.

Overview of the ISC2 CAP Certification

The ISC2 CAP certification is designed for professionals who are involved in the risk management
framework (RMF) process and are responsible for authorizing information systems. This certification is
particularly valuable for individuals working in government and regulated industries, where compliance
with standards such as the Federal Information Security Management Act (FISMA) is critical.

Importance of the CAP Certification

The CAP certification demonstrates an individual’s expertise in:

- Risk management principles
- Security assessments
- Authorization processes
- Continuous monitoring

Earning the CAP credential can significantly enhance a professional’s credibility and open up new career
opportunities in information security.

Cost Components of the ISC2 CAP Exam

Understanding the total cost associated with the ISC2 CAP exam requires consideration of several
components. Below are the primary cost factors:

1. Exam Registration Fee

The most significant cost is the exam registration fee. As of the latest updates, the registration fee for the



ISC2 CAP exam is approximately:

- $599 for non-members
- $349 for (ISC)² members

It’s worth noting that becoming a member of (ISC)² can yield significant savings, especially for those
planning to take multiple certification exams in the future.

2. Study Materials

To prepare for the CAP exam, candidates often invest in study materials. The cost of study resources can
vary widely based on the method of study chosen:

- Books: Professional study guides can range from $50 to $100.
- Online Courses: Comprehensive online courses may cost between $300 to $800, depending on the
provider and the depth of content.
- Practice Exams: Many candidates choose to purchase practice exams, which can cost between $50 to $150.

3. Training Courses

Some candidates prefer formal training to prepare for the exam. Training courses can be delivered in-
person or online and vary in cost:

- In-Person Training: Typically ranges from $1,500 to $3,000, depending on the provider and duration.
- Virtual Training: May be more cost-effective, with prices ranging from $500 to $1,500.

4. Additional Costs

Other expenses may include:

- Travel Costs: If attending an in-person training course or exam at a specific testing center.
- Exam Rescheduling Fee: If you need to reschedule your exam, there may be a fee (typically around $50).
- Retake Fees: If you do not pass the exam on the first attempt, a retake fee of $599 is required.

Budgeting for the ISC2 CAP Exam



When considering the total cost of the ISC2 CAP exam, it is essential to create a budget that encompasses all
the aforementioned components. Here’s a simple budgeting framework:

Exam Registration: $599 (non-member) or $349 (member)1.

Study Materials: $100 (average cost of books and online resources)2.

Training Course: $1,000 (average of in-person and online courses)3.

Practice Exams: $1004.

Miscellaneous Costs: $100 (travel, rescheduling, etc.)5.

Total Estimated Cost

- Without Membership: Approx. $1,999
- With Membership: Approx. $1,649

This budget can serve as a guideline, but actual costs may vary based on individual choices and
circumstances.

Financial Assistance and Discounts

For those concerned about the financial burden of obtaining the CAP certification, there are options for
financial assistance and discounts:

1. Employer Sponsorship

Many organizations are willing to invest in the professional development of their employees. Candidates
should explore whether their employer offers sponsorship for certification exams, which can cover
registration fees and training costs.



2. Scholarships and Grants

Organizations such as (ISC)² offer scholarships and grants for eligible candidates pursuing cybersecurity
certifications. It’s worth checking their website for any current offerings.

3. Group Discounts

Some training providers offer group discounts for organizations sending multiple employees for training.
This can significantly reduce the overall cost per individual.

Conclusion

The ISC2 CAP exam cost encompasses various components that candidates need to consider when
budgeting for their certification journey. From the exam registration fee to study materials and training
courses, it’s essential to plan for these expenses to ensure a smooth preparation experience.

By understanding these costs and exploring potential financial assistance options, cybersecurity professionals
can make informed decisions that pave the way for advancing their careers with the CAP certification.
Investing in this certification not only enhances individual expertise but also contributes to the overall
security posture of organizations in an increasingly complex threat landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the cost of the ISC2 CAP exam?
As of 2023, the cost of the ISC2 CAP exam is typically around $599, but prices may vary based on location
and any applicable taxes.

Are there any discounts available for the ISC2 CAP exam fee?
Yes, ISC2 offers discounts for members and may provide promotional pricing during certain periods, so it's
advisable to check their official website for the latest offers.

Is the ISC2 CAP exam fee refundable if I decide not to take the exam?
The ISC2 CAP exam fee is generally non-refundable, but you can reschedule your exam date for a fee if
you notify ISC2 within their specified time frame.



What payment methods are accepted for the ISC2 CAP exam?
ISC2 accepts various payment methods including credit cards, debit cards, and electronic checks for the
CAP exam registration.

Does the ISC2 CAP exam fee include any study materials?
No, the ISC2 CAP exam fee does not include study materials. Candidates will need to purchase study guides
or enroll in training courses separately.
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