
is words their way science of reading
Words Their Way: Science of Reading is an innovative instructional approach that
integrates phonics, vocabulary, and spelling instruction based on research in literacy
development. This method is designed to help educators understand how children learn to
read and write, and it provides them with the tools necessary to create effective literacy
programs. In recent years, there has been a significant push towards the science of
reading, which emphasizes the importance of systematic and explicit instruction in
phonics and other foundational skills necessary for proficient reading. This article will
delve into the principles of Words Their Way, how it aligns with the science of reading,
and practical applications for educators.

Understanding Words Their Way

Words Their Way (WTW) is a developmental spelling program that focuses on the
relationship between phonology (the sound system of language), orthography (the spelling
system of language), and morphology (the structure of words). It was created by Donald
Bear, Marcia Invernizzi, Shane Templeton, and Francine Johnston, and has been widely
used in classrooms across the United States and beyond.

Core Principles of Words Their Way

1. Developmental Approach: WTW recognizes that children progress through distinct
stages of spelling development. Each stage reflects a child’s understanding of the
relationships between sounds, letters, and meanings. The five developmental stages
identified in WTW are:
- Emergent (Pre-Communicative)
- Letter Name-Alphabetic
- Within-Word Pattern
- Syllables and Affixes
- Derivational Relations

2. Sorting Words: One of the key activities in WTW is sorting words based on specific
phonetic, orthographic, or morphological features. This active engagement helps students
to internalize spelling patterns and understand the underlying principles of word
formation.

3. Word Study: WTW emphasizes the importance of word study, which encourages
students to explore words in depth. This includes analyzing word structures, meanings,
and relationships with other words. Word study not only enhances spelling skills but also
broadens vocabulary.

4. Assessment Driven: WTW utilizes ongoing assessments to determine students’
developmental stages and to guide instruction. These assessments help educators tailor
their teaching strategies to meet the diverse needs of their students.



Alignment with the Science of Reading

The science of reading is an evidence-based approach to reading instruction that
integrates findings from cognitive science, linguistics, and education research. Words
Their Way aligns with this framework in several crucial ways.

Phonemic Awareness and Phonics

- Phonemic Awareness: WTW promotes phonemic awareness, which is the ability to hear,
identify, and manipulate individual sounds in spoken words. This foundational skill is
essential for developing reading proficiency.
- Explicit Phonics Instruction: The program incorporates systematic phonics instruction
that teaches students the relationship between letters and sounds. This approach is
supported by research indicating that explicit phonics instruction significantly improves
reading outcomes.

Vocabulary Development

- Rich Vocabulary Instruction: WTW emphasizes vocabulary development through word
study. By exploring word meanings, relationships, and usage in context, students enhance
their vocabulary, which is critical for reading comprehension.
- Morphological Awareness: Understanding word structures and roots is a key component
of vocabulary development in WTW. This aligns with research suggesting that
morphological awareness contributes to reading comprehension and overall literacy skills.

Comprehension Skills

- Integration of Skills: WTW supports the integration of phonics, vocabulary, and
comprehension skills. This holistic approach reflects the science of reading, which
advocates for teaching reading as an interconnected set of skills rather than in isolation.
- Active Engagement: Through activities such as word sorting and word study, students
engage actively with texts, fostering deeper comprehension and critical thinking skills.

Implementing Words Their Way in the Classroom

To successfully implement WTW in the classroom, educators can follow several strategies:

1. Assess and Group Students

- Initial Assessment: Begin with a diagnostic assessment to determine each student’s



developmental spelling stage. This can be done through informal spelling inventories or
standardized assessments.
- Flexible Grouping: Based on assessment results, group students according to their
developmental stages. This allows for targeted instruction that meets their specific needs.

2. Design Word Study Activities

- Sorting Activities: Create engaging sorting activities that encourage students to
categorize words based on specific features. For example, students might sort words by
vowel sounds, syllable patterns, or affixes.
- Word Exploration: Integrate activities that promote deep exploration of words. This can
include examining synonyms, antonyms, and etymology to enhance students'
understanding of word meanings.

3. Incorporate Explicit Instruction

- Direct Teaching of Skills: Use explicit instruction to teach phonics rules and spelling
patterns. Provide clear explanations and modeling before allowing students to practice
independently.
- Scaffold Learning: Offer scaffolding to support students as they learn new concepts. This
might involve providing sentence frames, graphic organizers, or guided practice
opportunities.

4. Monitor Progress

- Ongoing Assessment: Regularly assess students’ understanding and progress. Use
formative assessments such as quizzes, word sorts, or writing samples to gauge their
development.
- Adjust Instruction: Be prepared to adjust instruction based on assessment data. If certain
groups are struggling, consider additional interventions or differentiated strategies.

5. Foster a Word-Rich Environment

- Classroom Displays: Create displays that highlight vocabulary words, spelling patterns,
and word origins. This visual reinforcement can support students’ learning and retention.
- Encourage Reading: Promote independent reading and provide access to a variety of
texts. This exposure will help reinforce the skills learned through WTW and enhance
overall literacy development.



Challenges and Considerations

While Words Their Way has many benefits, educators may face challenges in its
implementation:

- Time Constraints: Teachers often struggle to find enough time in the curriculum to
incorporate comprehensive word study alongside other literacy components.
- Differentiation: Meeting the diverse needs of students with varying abilities and
backgrounds can be complex. Teachers must be adept at differentiating instruction and
providing targeted support.
- Professional Development: Effective implementation requires ongoing professional
development to ensure educators are well-versed in WTW principles and the science of
reading.

Conclusion

Words Their Way: Science of Reading offers a structured and research-supported
framework for teaching reading and writing. By focusing on phonics, vocabulary, and
spelling through engaging word study activities, educators can foster a deeper
understanding of language in their students. In alignment with the science of reading,
WTW emphasizes explicit instruction, active engagement, and ongoing assessment,
making it a valuable resource for literacy instruction in today’s classrooms. As educators
embrace this approach, they will be better equipped to support their students’ journey
towards becoming proficient and confident readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Words Their Way' in relation to the science of
reading?
'Words Their Way' is a developmental spelling program that aligns with the science of
reading principles, focusing on phonics, word study, and spelling patterns to enhance
literacy skills.

How does 'Words Their Way' support phonemic
awareness?
'Words Their Way' emphasizes phonemic awareness through hands-on activities and
sorting exercises that help students understand sound-letter relationships and the
structure of words.

Can 'Words Their Way' be integrated into a balanced



literacy program?
Yes, 'Words Their Way' can be effectively integrated into a balanced literacy program as it
complements reading instruction by providing systematic word study alongside
comprehension and fluency practices.

What age group is 'Words Their Way' designed for?
'Words Their Way' is designed for a wide range of learners, typically from kindergarten
through middle school, adapting to different developmental stages in literacy acquisition.

What are the key components of 'Words Their Way'?
The key components of 'Words Their Way' include word sorting, phonics instruction,
vocabulary development, and spelling analysis, all grounded in research-based literacy
strategies.

How does 'Words Their Way' assess student progress?
'Words Their Way' assesses student progress through ongoing informal assessments,
spelling inventories, and performance tasks that monitor understanding of word patterns
and phonics.

Is there research supporting the effectiveness of 'Words
Their Way'?
Yes, there is research indicating that 'Words Their Way' can improve spelling, reading
fluency, and overall literacy skills when implemented effectively in classroom settings.

How does 'Words Their Way' differ from traditional
phonics instruction?
'Words Their Way' differs from traditional phonics instruction by focusing on word sorting
and exploration rather than rote memorization, promoting deeper understanding of
language patterns.
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