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The Red Hat Society: Is This Sisterhood Political?

is the red hat society political? This is a question that often surfaces when discussing this vibrant
and visible organization of women. The immediate visual of women adorned in red hats and purple
attire might lead some to speculate about their underlying affiliations or agendas. However, delving
deeper reveals a nuanced picture. The Red Hat Society is primarily a social organization, focused on
fostering friendship, fun, and a sense of community among women, particularly those over 50. This
article will explore the core tenets of the Red Hat Society, clarify its mission, and directly address the
common perception regarding its political leanings. We will examine what defines the society, its
activities, and why the question of its political involvement arises so frequently, ultimately providing a
comprehensive understanding of its true nature.
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Understanding the Red Hat Society's Origins and
Mission

The Red Hat Society was founded in 1998 by Sue Ellen Cooper in Fullerton, California. Its inception
was inspired by a poem by Jenny Joseph, "Warning," which speaks of a woman's desire to embrace
her individuality and spirit in old age, symbolized by wearing a red hat. The initial intent was simple:
to create a space for women to connect, laugh, and celebrate life, especially as they navigate the
later stages of adulthood. The organization quickly gained traction, spreading across the United
States and internationally, resonating with women who sought camaraderie and a break from the
mundane.

The stated mission of the Red Hat Society is to connect women in a spirit of fun, friendship,
celebration, and support. It emphasizes enjoying life to the fullest, embracing aging with gusto, and
nurturing sisterhood. There is no overarching ideological agenda or prescribed set of beliefs that
members are expected to adhere to. Instead, the focus is on shared experiences, mutual
encouragement, and creating joyful memories. The iconic red hats and purple attire are outward
symbols of this playful spirit and the unity of the group, rather than a uniform for a specific cause.

Defining Membership and Participation

Membership in the Red Hat Society is generally open to women aged 50 and older. These members,



known as "Red Hatters," are expected to wear a red hat and purple attire to official society events.
For women under 50, there is a "Pink Hat" category, where they wear pink hats and lavender attire,
with the understanding that they are "en route" to becoming full-fledged Red Hatters. This tiered
system ensures continuity and encourages younger women to anticipate and embrace the Red Hat
experience as they age.

Participation is largely voluntary and self-directed. While there are overarching guidelines for the
society, individual chapters operate with a degree of autonomy. This allows for flexibility in activities
and event planning, catering to the diverse interests of their members. The core principle remains
consistent: to provide a supportive and enjoyable environment where women can build lasting
friendships and engage in activities that bring them pleasure and fulfillment. There are no
requirements for members to hold specific political views or engage in political activism as a condition
of membership or participation.

Examining Red Hat Society Activities

The activities of the Red Hat Society are as varied as its members. They are designed to foster social
interaction, fun, and personal enjoyment. Common activities include:

e Monthly luncheons or brunches

¢ Attending theatrical performances or concerts

¢ Going on day trips to local attractions or museums
e QOrganizing craft sessions or book clubs

¢ Celebrating birthdays and other special occasions

e Simply gathering for conversation and laughter

These events are chosen by the chapters themselves, reflecting the preferences of the local
members. The emphasis is always on shared experiences that promote connection and well-being.
While members may have diverse personal opinions on various societal issues, including politics, the
organization itself does not endorse or promote any particular political platform or candidate. The
focus is resolutely on social engagement and celebrating womanhood.

Addressing the Political Question: What the Society
States

When directly asked about its political nature, the Red Hat Society has consistently maintained its
non-political stance. The organization's official literature and public statements emphasize that its



purpose is purely social and focused on friendship and fun. There are no mandates for members to
engage in political discourse or activism. The leadership of the Red Hat Society actively works to
ensure that the organization remains a welcoming space for all women, irrespective of their political
leanings.

The Red Hat Society's bylaws and mission statements are clear on this point. They are not a lobbying
group, a political action committee, or any form of political organization. Any political discussions or
affiliations are strictly individual matters for the members and not representative of the society as a
whole. This clear delineation is crucial to maintaining the inclusive and enjoyable atmosphere that
defines the Red Hat experience.

Exploring Perceptions and Misconceptions

The perception that the Red Hat Society might be political often stems from a misunderstanding of its
visibility and the age demographic it serves. As a group of older women who are more visible and
vocal about their desire to enjoy life, some observers may project their own assumptions onto the
organization. The vibrant colors and the clear presence of the group in public spaces can sometimes
be misinterpreted as a sign of a unified social or political agenda.

Furthermore, in any large gathering of people, especially those with life experience, there will
inevitably be a diversity of opinions on all matters, including politics. However, the Red Hat Society's
structure and mission are designed to transcend these differences, uniting members through shared
interests in friendship and enjoyment rather than shared political ideologies. The "red hat" is a symbol
of fun and freedom, not a political statement.

The Societal Impact of the Red Hat Society

Despite its non-political nature, the Red Hat Society has a significant societal impact. It provides a
crucial social outlet for women, combating loneliness and isolation, which are prevalent issues among
older adults. By fostering a strong sense of community, it contributes to the mental and emotional
well-being of its members. The organization champions a positive view of aging, encouraging women
to remain active, engaged, and visible.

The Red Hat Society’s emphasis on joy and celebration serves as a reminder to society at large about
the importance of cherishing friendships and embracing life's stages with enthusiasm. While not a
political entity, its very existence and the spirit it embodies contribute to a broader cultural
conversation about aging, community, and the enduring power of female connection. Its impact lies in
enriching individual lives and promoting a positive, engaged approach to the later years.

FAQ



Q: Is the Red Hat Society an officially recognized political
organization?

A: No, the Red Hat Society is not an officially recognized political organization. Its primary mission is
to foster friendship, fun, and a sense of community among women.

Q: Do Red Hat Society members discuss politics at their
meetings?

A: While individual members may have personal political views and may engage in political
discussions among themselves, these discussions are not sanctioned or organized by the Red Hat
Society itself. The society's official focus is on social activities and mutual support.

Q: Are there any political affiliations or endorsements by the
Red Hat Society?

A: The Red Hat Society does not have any political affiliations or make political endorsements. It is
intentionally non-political to remain inclusive for all its members.

Q: Can a woman be a member of the Red Hat Society if she
has strong political beliefs?

A: Yes, women with strong political beliefs of any kind are welcome to join the Red Hat Society, as
long as they adhere to the society's guidelines of fun, friendship, and respect. Political beliefs are
considered personal matters for individual members.

Q: Why do some people mistakenly believe the Red Hat
Society is political?

A: Misconceptions can arise due to the visibility of the group, the age demographic of its members,
and a general tendency to associate any organized group with social or political movements.
However, the society's structure and stated mission are purely social.

Q: Does the Red Hat Society participate in any lobbying or
advocacy efforts?

A: No, the Red Hat Society does not participate in any lobbying or advocacy efforts. Its activities are
exclusively focused on social engagement and personal enjoyment for its members.
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