
is marlin firearms still in business
is marlin firearms still in business, and what does the future hold for this
iconic American brand? For generations, Marlin has been synonymous with
reliable lever-action rifles, cherished by hunters, sport shooters, and
collectors alike. Recent years have seen significant shifts in the company's
landscape, leading to understandable questions about its operational status
and continued manufacturing. This article delves deep into the current state
of Marlin Firearms, tracing its journey through recent ownership changes,
exploring its production capabilities, and assessing its ongoing presence in
the firearms market. We will examine the impact of these transitions on the
availability of beloved Marlin models and what enthusiasts can expect from
the brand moving forward.

Table of Contents

The Historical Legacy of Marlin Firearms
Recent Ownership Transitions and Their Impact
Marlin Firearms Today: Operational Status
Product Line Availability and Innovations
The Future Outlook for Marlin Firearms
Where to Find Marlin Firearms

The Historical Legacy of Marlin Firearms

Marlin Firearms boasts a rich and storied history that stretches back to its
founding in 1870 by John Mahlon Marlin. From its early days, the company
established a reputation for producing robust and dependable firearms,
particularly its iconic lever-action rifles. These firearms became staples
for American sportsmen and pioneers, admired for their smooth actions,
accuracy, and durability in the field. The "Marlin safety" feature, a cross-
bolt safety, was a significant innovation that enhanced user safety and
became a hallmark of many of their models.

Over the decades, Marlin introduced numerous models that have become
legendary. The Model 336, chambered in popular calibers like .30-30
Winchester and .35 Remington, is arguably one of the most recognizable lever-
action rifles ever made. It has been a go-to choice for deer hunting for
generations. Similarly, the Marlin Model 1894, designed for pistol cartridges
like .44 Magnum, gained popularity among Cowboy Action Shooters and those
seeking a versatile rifle for close-quarters hunting. The brand’s commitment
to quality and innovation cemented its place in American firearms
manufacturing history.



Recent Ownership Transitions and Their Impact

The landscape of Marlin Firearms has undergone significant changes in recent
years, primarily due to shifts in its corporate ownership. For a substantial
period, Marlin was owned by Remington Arms Company. However, this chapter
proved tumultuous. Following Remington's bankruptcy proceedings in 2018 and
subsequent restructuring, the future of Marlin, along with other Remington
brands, became uncertain. This period of transition naturally led to
questions and concerns among consumers and industry observers regarding the
brand's long-term viability.

In 2020, Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. announced its acquisition of Marlin
Firearms. This acquisition was a pivotal moment, bringing Marlin under the
umbrella of a well-established and respected firearms manufacturer known for
its operational excellence and commitment to quality. Ruger's acquisition was
seen by many as a positive development, offering a potential path to renewed
production and enhanced support for the Marlin brand. The integration process
involved assessing Marlin’s assets, intellectual property, and manufacturing
capabilities, with the goal of revitalizing the product line.

Marlin Firearms Today: Operational Status

Following the acquisition by Ruger, the core question of "is Marlin Firearms
still in business?" can be answered affirmatively, though with a nuanced
understanding of its current operational structure. Marlin Firearms as a
brand continues to exist and operate under Ruger's stewardship. Production of
Marlin rifles has been a key focus for Ruger since the acquisition. The
company has been working diligently to restart and optimize manufacturing
processes for the iconic Marlin models.

Ruger has invested in its facilities and manufacturing lines to bring Marlin
production back online. This has not been an overnight process; it involves
retooling, training, and ensuring the same quality standards that Marlin is
known for are maintained and even enhanced. The company has been
strategically reintroducing classic Marlin models, often with subtle
improvements that align with modern manufacturing techniques while preserving
the historical essence of the designs. This phased approach indicates a
deliberate effort to rebuild and strengthen the Marlin brand within the Ruger
portfolio.

Product Line Availability and Innovations

The availability of Marlin firearms has been a significant point of interest
for consumers since the acquisition. Ruger has been systematically bringing



popular Marlin models back into production. Initially, the focus was on
iconic lever-action rifles that define the Marlin legacy. These
reintroductions have been met with considerable demand from enthusiasts eager
to acquire new examples of these classic firearms.

Key models that have seen renewed production include variants of the Model
336, such as the 336W and 336BL, chambered in .30-30 Winchester.
Additionally, the Model 1894, chambered in popular pistol calibers, is also
being produced again. Ruger has also indicated plans for other popular Marlin
rifle lines and has introduced some new variants and configurations,
sometimes incorporating modern finishes or features that appeal to today's
market. While the full breadth of Marlin's historical catalog may take time
to be fully revived, the commitment to reintroducing and expanding the
product line is evident.

The reintroduction of these firearms has involved more than just resuming old
production lines. Ruger has applied its own manufacturing expertise and
quality control standards. This means that while the rifles bear the Marlin
name and classic designs, they may benefit from improved machining, tighter
tolerances, and more consistent finishes. Enthusiasts can expect a renewed
emphasis on reliability and performance, building upon Marlin's strong
heritage.

Model 336 (various configurations)

Model 1894 (various configurations)

Ruger's ongoing assessment of other historical Marlin models for
potential reintroduction.

The Future Outlook for Marlin Firearms

The future of Marlin Firearms appears promising under the ownership of Sturm,
Ruger & Company. Ruger's track record in managing and growing firearms brands
suggests a strategic and sustained approach to revitalizing Marlin. The
company's commitment to investing in manufacturing infrastructure and quality
control indicates a long-term vision for the brand, rather than a short-term
revival.

As Ruger continues to integrate and optimize Marlin production, consumers can
anticipate a steady reintroduction of classic models and potentially the
development of new firearms that blend Marlin's heritage with modern design
and manufacturing advancements. The focus will likely remain on lever-action
rifles, but the brand's potential for expansion into other firearm types,
leveraging Ruger's broad expertise, is also a possibility. The stability and



expertise brought by Ruger provide a strong foundation for Marlin to not only
continue its legacy but also to evolve and remain a relevant force in the
firearms industry for years to come.

The acquisition by Ruger signifies more than just continued operation; it
represents a renewed commitment to the Marlin name and its loyal customer
base. By focusing on core strengths and addressing production challenges,
Ruger aims to ensure that Marlin firearms remain a trusted choice for
generations of shooters. The brand's resilience, coupled with Ruger's
strategic management, positions Marlin for a bright future.

Where to Find Marlin Firearms

Marlin firearms are now available through a network of authorized dealers and
retailers that carry Ruger products. As production ramps up, new Marlin
rifles are being distributed across the country. Prospective buyers can
typically find them at major sporting goods stores, independent gun shops,
and through online firearms retailers. It is advisable to check the official
Ruger website, as they often provide information on product availability and
authorized dealers.

When searching for a new Marlin firearm, be sure to confirm that it is a
Ruger-manufactured Marlin, indicated by the branding and often the serial
number range. The reintroduction of these iconic rifles means that acquiring
a brand-new Marlin that embodies its rich history, combined with modern
manufacturing quality, is now a reality for enthusiasts and collectors.

The availability of specific models can fluctuate based on production
schedules and dealer inventory. For those seeking particular configurations
or calibers, persistent checking with retailers or direct inquiries to Ruger
customer service can be beneficial. The increasing presence of new Marlin
rifles in the market is a testament to the brand's enduring appeal and
Ruger's successful integration efforts.

FAQ

Q: Is Marlin Firearms still operating under its own
company name?
A: Marlin Firearms as a standalone corporate entity is not, but the Marlin
brand and its iconic firearms are very much alive and operating under the
ownership of Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. Ruger acquired Marlin in 2020 and
is actively producing Marlin firearms.



Q: Where are new Marlin firearms manufactured?
A: New Marlin firearms are manufactured in Ruger's facilities. While the
specific plant may vary depending on production needs, the manufacturing is
overseen by Ruger with their quality control standards.

Q: Have all classic Marlin rifle models been brought
back into production?
A: Not all historical Marlin models have been reintroduced yet. Ruger has
been strategically bringing back the most popular and iconic lever-action
models first, such as variants of the Model 336 and Model 1894. The company
has indicated plans to continue expanding the product line.

Q: Can I still find older, used Marlin firearms?
A: Yes, older and used Marlin firearms are widely available on the secondary
market through gun shows, auctions, pawn shops, and private sales. These
firearms continue to be highly sought after by collectors and users.

Q: What is the quality of new Marlin firearms
produced by Ruger?
A: Ruger is known for its high manufacturing standards and quality control.
New Marlin firearms produced by Ruger are generally expected to meet or
exceed the quality of their historical counterparts, often benefiting from
modern manufacturing techniques and materials.

Q: Are there any significant design changes in the
new Marlin rifles compared to older ones?
A: While Ruger aims to preserve the classic look and feel of Marlin rifles,
there may be subtle improvements in manufacturing, such as tighter
tolerances, improved finishes, and updated internal components for enhanced
reliability and performance. The core designs, however, remain true to the
Marlin heritage.

Q: How can I purchase a new Marlin firearm?
A: New Marlin firearms can be purchased through authorized Ruger dealers and
retailers. You can typically find these firearms at sporting goods stores and
licensed gun shops nationwide, or through online firearms retailers that ship
to your local FFL.
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