is history com a scholarly source

Understanding the Scholarly Value of History.com

is history com a scholarly source is a question frequently asked by students,
researchers, and educators navigating the vast digital landscape of
historical information. While History.com, operated by A& Television
Networks, offers an extensive collection of articles, videos, and timelines,
its classification as a strictly scholarly source requires careful
consideration. This article delves into the nature of History.com's content,
its editorial standards, and its suitability for academic research. We will
explore the platform's strengths and limitations, providing insights into how
it can be best utilized as a supplementary resource rather than a primary
academic authority. Ultimately, understanding the nuances of History.com’s
content will help users make informed decisions about its role in their
research endeavors, distinguishing between general historical interest and
rigorous academic inquiry.

Table of Contents

What is History.com?

Editorial Standards and Content Creation

The Strengths of History.com for Historical Inquiry
Limitations of History.com as a Scholarly Source
Comparing History.com to Peer-Reviewed Journals

When to Use History.com in Research

Best Practices for Citing History.com Content

The Role of History.com in Public History Engagement
Conclusion: A Valuable Resource with Caveats

What is History.com?

History.com is a prominent online platform that serves as a digital extension
of the History Channel. It aims to make history accessible and engaging to a
broad audience, covering a wide array of topics from ancient civilizations to
contemporary events. The website features a wealth of content, including
detailed articles, biographical entries, historical event summaries,
interactive timelines, and documentary clips. Its mission is to educate and
entertain by presenting historical narratives in an easily digestible format.
This broad accessibility is a key feature, making it a popular starting point
for many individuals seeking to learn about historical subjects.

The content on History.com is diverse, encompassing military history, social
history, cultural history, and biographical accounts of significant figures.
It is designed to appeal to a general audience, including students,
educators, and history enthusiasts. The platform often employs engaging
storytelling techniques and visual elements to enhance the learning
experience. Unlike academic journals, which are typically written for a
specialized audience and undergo rigorous peer review, History.com’s content
is geared towards a wider readership, prioritizing clarity and readability.



This distinction is crucial when evaluating its suitability for academic
purposes.

Editorial Standards and Content Creation

History.com employs a team of editors and writers who are tasked with
creating and curating the content found on the platform. While the exact
editorial process can vary, the goal is generally to ensure factual accuracy
and engaging presentation. Articles are typically written by staff writers or
freelance contributors with expertise in specific historical areas. These
individuals often have academic backgrounds in history, but the primary
requirement is the ability to communicate complex historical events and
figures in a manner that is understandable to the general public.

The platform does not typically engage in original primary source research in
the way academic historians do. Instead, its content is largely based on
synthesizing information from established historical texts, academic works,
and reputable secondary sources. While the website may cite some sources,
these are often general references rather than exhaustive bibliographies that
would be expected in scholarly publications. The editorial process
prioritizes accessibility and narrative flow, which can sometimes lead to
simplifications or omissions of nuanced historical debates.

Fact-Checking and Accuracy

History.com endeavors to maintain a high degree of accuracy in its published
content. Articles undergo an editorial review process that includes fact-
checking. However, the depth and rigor of this fact-checking may not align
with the stringent standards of peer-reviewed academic journals. For academic
research, it is always advisable to cross-reference information found on
History.com with more authoritative sources. The platform itself acknowledges
that its content is intended for informational and educational purposes and
not as a substitute for formal academic study.

Author Expertise

The authors and editors behind History.com content often possess backgrounds
in history or related fields. This ensures a foundational understanding of
the subject matter. However, the specific credentials of each contributor are
not always prominently displayed, and the platform's primary focus remains on
producing accessible content for a broad audience. In academic contexts, the
reputation and peer-reviewed work of an author are significant factors in
determining scholarly credibility.

The Strengths of History.com for Historical Inquiry

Despite not being a strictly scholarly source, History.com offers several
valuable strengths for anyone interested in historical inquiry. Its
accessibility is paramount; it provides a gateway to a vast amount of
historical information that is easily navigable and understandable for a wide
range of readers. For students beginning their research or individuals



seeking a general overview of a topic, History.com can be an excellent
starting point. The platform excels at providing concise summaries of complex
events and biographies of key figures.

Another significant strength is the breadth of topics covered. From ancient
Mesopotamia to the Cold War, History.com offers a comprehensive range of
historical periods and subjects. This breadth makes it a useful tool for
identifying relevant areas of interest, discovering key terms, and gaining a
basic understanding of chronological sequences. The platform’s visual
components, such as images and videos, can also enhance comprehension and
engagement, making historical narratives more vivid and memorable.

Furthermore, History.com often points users toward related articles and
topics, encouraging further exploration and a more interconnected
understanding of historical events. This interconnectedness can help users
see how different historical periods and figures influenced one another. The
platform's format is also optimized for online engagement, making it a
convenient resource for quick fact-finding or background reading.

Accessibility and Breadth of Content

History.com’s primary advantage lies in its unparalleled accessibility and
the sheer breadth of its content. It caters to a general audience, making
historical information available to individuals without prior specialized
knowledge. This democratic approach to history education allows a wider
segment of the population to engage with and learn about the past. The
platform covers a vast spectrum of historical eras, geographical regions, and
thematic areas, ensuring that users can find information on a multitude of
subjects.

Engaging Presentation of Information

The platform is adept at presenting historical information in an engaging and
readable manner. It utilizes storytelling techniques, clear language, and
often incorporates multimedia elements like images and short video clips.
This makes complex historical narratives more digestible and appealing,
particularly for younger learners or those new to a particular subject. The
use of timelines and thematic groupings also helps users contextualize events
and understand chronological flow.

Gateway to Further Exploration

History.com frequently serves as an excellent starting point for further
research. While it may not provide the depth required for advanced academic
work, it can introduce users to key figures, events, and concepts. The
platform’s internal linking structure often directs readers to related
articles, encouraging them to delve deeper into specific aspects of a
historical topic. This can be invaluable for students brainstorming research
paper ideas or for anyone looking to expand their general historical
knowledge.



Limitations of History.com as a Scholarly Source

While History.com is a valuable resource for general historical knowledge, it
has significant limitations when considered a strictly scholarly source.
Academic scholarly sources are characterized by original research, rigorous
analysis, extensive citations of primary and secondary sources, and peer
review by experts in the field. History.com’s content, while generally
accurate and well-written, typically synthesizes existing knowledge rather
than presenting original academic findings.

One primary limitation is the lack of extensive, verifiable citations.
Scholarly works are expected to provide detailed bibliographies and footnotes
that allow readers to trace the origin of information and critically evaluate
the evidence presented. History.com articles often offer more general
references, making it difficult to verify the specific sources used or to
explore the academic debates surrounding a particular topic. This omission
hinders the critical evaluation necessary for academic research.

Furthermore, the depth of analysis on History.com can be superficial compared
to academic publications. Articles are designed for a broad audience, which
often necessitates simplification of complex historical nuances,
controversies, and historiographical debates. While this makes the content
accessible, it may not provide the critical engagement with sources and the
in-depth argumentation expected in scholarly writing. The platform’s focus on
narrative and engagement can sometimes overshadow the critical examination of
evidence.

Depth of Analysis

The depth of analysis presented on History.com is often limited by its aim to
cater to a general audience. While articles provide informative overviews,
they may not delve into the intricate complexities, historiographical
debates, or theoretical frameworks that are central to scholarly historical
research. Academic works typically engage with primary sources in-depth and
critically assess existing scholarship, offering nuanced interpretations and
arguments.

Citation Practices

A significant limitation of History.com as a scholarly source is its citation
practices. While some articles may include references, they rarely provide
the comprehensive, detailed bibliographies and footnotes expected in academic
publications. This lack of granular citation makes it difficult for
researchers to verify the origins of information, trace the development of
historical arguments, or engage directly with the primary and secondary
sources used by the authors.

Original Research and Peer Review

History.com primarily publishes syntheses of existing historical knowledge
rather than original research. Its content is typically generated by staff



writers or freelance contributors and undergoes an editorial review process,
but it does not typically go through the rigorous peer-review process
conducted by academic journals. Peer review, where subject-matter experts
critically evaluate a work before publication, is a cornerstone of scholarly
credibility.

Comparing History.com to Peer-Reviewed Journals

The distinction between History.com and peer-reviewed academic journals 1is
fundamental to understanding their respective roles in historical research.
Peer-reviewed journals are the gold standard for scholarly discourse in
history. Articles published in these journals have undergone a meticulous
evaluation process by other experts in the field. This peer-review system
ensures a high level of accuracy, originality, and analytical rigor.

Scholarly articles in journals are characterized by their in-depth research,
engagement with primary sources, critical analysis of existing literature,
and detailed citation of all sources used. They often present new
interpretations or findings based on extensive research. The audience for
these journals is typically other academics and researchers, and the language
and argumentation are geared towards specialized knowledge.

In contrast, History.com serves a much broader audience. Its content is
designed to be accessible, engaging, and informative for the general public.
While it draws on historical scholarship, it synthesizes this information
rather than presenting original research or engaging in the complex debates
that characterize academic journals. Therefore, while History.com can be an
excellent starting point for gaining a general understanding, it does not
possess the same level of authority, depth, or verifiable evidence that is
expected from a peer-reviewed scholarly source.

The Rigor of Peer Review

Peer-reviewed journals represent the pinnacle of academic publishing due to
their rigorous evaluation process. Before an article is published, it is sent
to several scholars who are experts in the same field. These reviewers
critically assess the article's methodology, evidence, argumentation, and
contribution to existing knowledge. This process helps to ensure that the
published research is sound, original, and contributes meaningfully to the
academic conversation.

Originality and Contribution to Knowledge

Scholarly articles in peer-reviewed journals are expected to offer original
contributions to the field of history. This can involve presenting new
research based on primary sources, reinterpreting existing evidence in novel
ways, or developing new theoretical approaches to historical inquiry.
History.com, conversely, focuses on synthesizing and popularizing existing
historical knowledge, rather than generating new academic insights.

Audience and Language



The intended audience and linguistic conventions differ significantly between
History.com and peer-reviewed journals. History.com aims for broad
accessibility, using clear and engaging language to explain historical events
to a general readership. Academic journals, however, are written for a
specialized audience of historians and scholars, often employing technical
jargon, complex sentence structures, and sophisticated analytical frameworks.

When to Use History.com in Research

History.com can be a highly effective resource when used appropriately within
a research framework. Its strengths lie in providing introductory
information, broad overviews, and identifying key figures and events related
to a topic. For students who are just beginning to explore a historical
subject, History.com can offer a valuable starting point for gaining a
foundational understanding and identifying relevant keywords for further,
more in-depth research.

It is particularly useful for generating initial ideas for research papers,
understanding chronological sequences, and obtaining quick facts about well-
known historical events or personalities. For example, a student assigned a
paper on the American Civil War might use History.com to get a general
timeline of major battles, identify key generals, and understand the
overarching causes and consequences of the war. This initial grounding can
then inform their search for more scholarly resources.

Furthermore, History.com can be helpful for educators seeking to supplement
their lessons with engaging content or for individuals pursuing personal
enrichment in historical learning. Its visual elements and narrative style
can make history more approachable and interesting. However, it is crucial to
remember that any information gleaned from History.com should ideally be
corroborated and expanded upon using scholarly sources, especially when
academic rigor is required.

Initial Research and Idea Generation

History.com excels as a starting point for initial research and idea
generation. When a student or researcher is first encountering a historical
topic, the platform can provide broad overviews, identify key figures, and
outline major events. This initial exposure helps in grasping the basic
context and scope of a subject, which is crucial for formulating research
questions and identifying potential areas of focus for more in-depth
investigation.

Understanding Chronology and Key Figures

For topics with complex timelines or numerous influential individuals,
History.com can be instrumental in establishing chronological understanding
and identifying pivotal figures. The platform often presents historical
events in a sequential manner and provides biographical sketches of
significant historical actors. This can be invaluable for building a
foundational knowledge base before diving into more specialized academic



literature.
Supplementary Material for Educators and Enthusiasts

Beyond academic research, History.com serves as a valuable supplementary
resource for educators and history enthusiasts. Teachers can use its
articles, videos, and timelines to enhance classroom learning, making history
more engaging and accessible for their students. For individuals with a
general interest in history, the platform provides a convenient and enjoyable
way to expand their knowledge and explore a wide range of historical
subjects.

Best Practices for Citing History.com Content

When using information from History.com in an academic context, it is
imperative to follow established citation guidelines. While History.com is
not considered a primary scholarly source, it can be cited as a secondary
source when its information is used. The specific format for citation will
depend on the style guide being used, such as MLA, APA, or Chicago.
Generally, when citing online content, you will need to include the author
(if available), the title of the specific article or page, the name of the
website (History.com), the publisher (A& Television Networks), the date of
publication or last update (if available), and the URL.

It is also good practice to provide the date you accessed the information, as
online content can be updated or removed. When citing History.com in an
academic paper, it is always best to consult with your instructor or refer to
the specific style guide requirements for your assignment. This ensures that
your citations are accurate and meet the expected academic standards, even
when referencing non-peer-reviewed material.

Adhering to Citation Styles

Regardless of the specific style guide (e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago), accurate
citation of History.com content is essential for academic integrity. This
involves meticulously recording all necessary bibliographic information,
including author, title of the article, website name, publisher, publication
date, and URL. Failing to cite properly can lead to accusations of
plagiarism.

Information to Include in Citations

When citing an article from History.com, a typical citation would include the
author's name (if provided on the page), the title of the specific article,
the name of the website (History.com), the publisher (A&E Television
Networks), the publication date of the article (if available), and the direct
URL to the page. Including the date of access is also a recommended practice
for online sources.

Consulting Style Guides and Instructors



The most crucial best practice for citing any source, including History.com,
is to consult the relevant academic style guide or your instructor. Each
style guide has specific rules for citing websites and online articles.
Following these guidelines precisely will ensure that your citations are
correct and meet the academic requirements of your work.

The Role of History.com in Public History Engagement

History.com plays a significant role in public history engagement by making
historical narratives accessible and engaging to a broad audience. It serves
as a valuable tool for democratizing historical knowledge, bringing past
events and figures to life for people who might not otherwise encounter them
through academic channels. The platform's focus on storytelling, visual aids,
and digestible content makes history approachable and relevant to everyday
life.

This engagement is crucial for fostering a greater understanding and
appreciation of the past among the general public. By presenting history in
an entertaining and informative manner, History.com can spark curiosity,
encourage critical thinking about historical issues, and promote a sense of
connection to historical events. It bridges the gap between academic
scholarship and the wider public, offering a readily available source of
historical information for personal learning and general interest.

The platform's accessibility also means that it can be a starting point for
individuals to develop a deeper interest in history, potentially leading them
to explore more specialized academic resources or even pursue formal study in
the field. In this capacity, History.com acts as a vital conduit for public
historical literacy and a catalyst for continued learning.

Democratizing Historical Knowledge

History.com contributes significantly to the democratization of historical
knowledge by making a vast repository of information accessible to anyone
with an internet connection. This broad accessibility empowers individuals to
learn about their past, understand current events in a historical context,
and engage with diverse historical narratives, regardless of their formal
educational background or access to traditional academic resources.

Fostering Public Interest and Understanding

The platform excels at fostering public interest and understanding of history
through its engaging and accessible content. By presenting historical
narratives in a captivating and easy-to-understand format, History.com sparks
curiosity, encourages critical thinking, and helps people connect with the
past on a personal level. This increased engagement with history is vital for
a well-informed citizenry.

Bridging Academia and the Public

History.com serves as a crucial bridge between academic historical



scholarship and the general public. It translates complex historical research
into digestible content, making the findings and narratives of professional
historians available to a wider audience. This function is vital for
promoting historical literacy and ensuring that the study of the past remains
relevant and engaging beyond the confines of academia.

Conclusion: A Valuable Resource with Caveats

In conclusion, is history com a scholarly source is a nuanced question that
deserves a considered answer. History.com is an undeniably valuable resource
for general historical information, offering broad accessibility, engaging
content, and a wide array of topics. It serves as an excellent starting point
for students, educators, and history enthusiasts seeking to gain a
foundational understanding of various historical subjects. Its role in public
history engagement is significant, making the past accessible and relevant to
a broad audience.

However, it is crucial to recognize its limitations as a strictly scholarly
source. The absence of in-depth original research, rigorous peer review, and
detailed citation practices means that History.com content should not be the
sole basis for academic research. For scholarly pursuits, it is essential to
consult peer-reviewed journals, academic books, and primary sources.
History.com should be viewed as a supplementary tool-a gateway to knowledge
that can inspire further, deeper exploration into the complex and fascinating
world of history. By understanding its strengths and weaknesses, users can
effectively leverage History.com to enhance their learning and research
endeavors.

FAQ

Q: Is History.com a reliable source for academic research?

A: While History.com can provide a good starting point for understanding
historical topics and identifying key figures and events, it is generally not
considered a primary scholarly source for academic research. Its content is
aimed at a general audience and may lack the depth, original research, and
rigorous citation expected in academic publications. It is best used as a
supplementary resource, with information cross-referenced against more
authoritative scholarly sources.

Q: Can I cite History.com in a college paper?

A: Yes, you can cite History.com in a college paper, but it should be done
with caution and according to your instructor's guidelines. It is typically
cited as a secondary source. Ensure you follow the specific citation style
requirements (e.g., MLA, APA) and include all necessary information, such as
the author (if available), article title, website name, publisher,
publication date, and URL. Always prioritize using peer-reviewed academic
sources for the bulk of your research.

Q: What makes a source "scholarly"?
A: A scholarly source is characterized by original research, in-depth
analysis, extensive citations of primary and secondary sources, and a



rigorous peer-review process conducted by experts in the field. These sources
are typically published in academic journals or by university presses and are
intended for an academic audience. They contribute new knowledge and engage
critically with existing scholarship.

Q: How does History.com differ from an academic journal article?

A: History.com articles are generally synthesized from existing knowledge and
written for a broad audience, prioritizing accessibility and engagement.
Academic journal articles, on the other hand, present original research,
offer in-depth analysis, engage deeply with primary and secondary sources,
and undergo a strict peer-review process by other scholars in the field. The
language and depth of analysis in academic journals are typically more
specialized.

Q: Are the authors on History.com qualified historians?

A: The authors and editors for History.com often have backgrounds in history
or related fields, and they strive for accuracy. However, they are not always
practicing academic historians publishing original research. The primary
focus of History.com is to present historical information in an accessible
and engaging manner for a general audience, rather than to contribute new
scholarly findings or engage in academic debate.

Q: Can History.com be used to verify facts?

A: History.com can be useful for quickly verifying basic facts, dates, and
names of historical figures or events. However, for critical or complex
historical inquiries, it is essential to cross-reference this information
with more authoritative scholarly sources to ensure accuracy and gain a
deeper understanding of context and nuance.

Q: What are some examples of scholarly sources for history research?

A: Scholarly sources for history research include articles published in peer-
reviewed academic journals (e.g., The American Historical Review, Journal of
Modern History), books published by university presses (e.g., Oxford
University Press, Cambridge University Press), and primary source documents
found in archival collections or scholarly editions.

Q: Is History.com an example of "popular history"?

A: Yes, History.com is a prime example of "popular history." Popular history
aims to make historical topics accessible and interesting to a general
audience through engaging narratives, simplified explanations, and often
visual elements. While it can be informative and spark interest, it typically
lacks the depth, rigorous analysis, and comprehensive scholarly apparatus of
academic history.
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