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The Storied Rivalry: Iowa vs. Iowa State Football
History

iowa vs iowa state football history is more than just a series of games; it's a chronicle
of passion, pride, and a deep-seated rivalry that has captivated the state of Iowa for over a
century. This intense competition between the University of lowa Hawkeyes and Iowa
State University Cyclones, often referred to as the "Cy-Hawk Series," represents a
fundamental divide in collegiate sports loyalty across the Hawkeye State. From their
inaugural clash in 1894 to the most recent gridiron battles, the series has seen dramatic
upsets, dominant streaks, and countless unforgettable moments etched into the fabric of
both institutions. This article delves deep into the rich tapestry of this historic football
rivalry, exploring its origins, key historical periods, significant games, the cultural impact,
and the enduring legacy of the Iowa vs. Iowa State football showdown. Understanding this
storied history provides crucial insight into the hearts of lowans and the evolution of
collegiate football in the Midwest.
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The Genesis of the Cy-Hawk Series

The rivalry between the University of lowa and Iowa State University dates back to the
late 19th century, a period when intercollegiate athletics was in its nascent stages. The
first documented football game between the two institutions occurred on August 25, 1894.
This inaugural contest, played in Iowa City, saw the Hawkeyes emerge victorious with a



score of 14-0. The initial intent was not necessarily to forge a fierce, season-defining
rivalry, but rather a way for the emerging athletic programs of these two prominent state
universities to test their mettle against each other. However, the proximity of the
campuses and the inherent institutional pride quickly fueled a competitive spirit that
would grow into one of the nation's most cherished football feuds. The early games were
often characterized by differing levels of athletic development and resources, which
naturally led to periods of dominance for one side or the other.

Early Years and Establishing Dominance

In the early decades of the rivalry, the University of Iowa, with its larger student body and
earlier establishment of a robust athletic department, tended to hold a significant
advantage. The Hawkeyes secured numerous victories, laying the groundwork for what
would become a long-standing tradition of success against their Ames counterparts. This
era was marked by a more rudimentary form of football, with less standardized rules and a
greater emphasis on physical power. Iowa State, meanwhile, was working to build its
program and establish itself as a competitive force. Despite the scorelines, the games
were crucial in developing the competitive fire and the sense of identity for both athletic
departments. The victories for Iowa were celebrated widely, while the losses for lowa
State fueled a determination to improve and eventually challenge for supremacy in future
matchups.

The Post-War Era and Shifting Fortunes

Following World War II, collegiate football saw a significant resurgence, and the Iowa vs.
Iowa State rivalry was no exception. This period witnessed a notable shift in the
competitive landscape. While lowa often maintained a strong program, Iowa State began
to experience periods of significant success, challenging the traditional order. This era
saw some of the most hard-fought and memorable contests, as both teams regularly
fielded talented squads. The games became more unpredictable, with upsets occurring
more frequently. The passion of the fan bases intensified, with the outcome of the annual
game carrying immense weight for bragging rights throughout the state. This was also a
time when the rivalry began to be more formally recognized and anticipated by the
broader sporting public, not just within the confines of the two universities.

The Modern Age of the Rivalry

The modern era of the Iowa vs. lowa State football rivalry, roughly from the late 1970s to
the present day, has been defined by intense competition and a resurgence in the
Cyclones' fortunes. While the Hawkeyes have experienced their share of dominant
stretches under legendary coaches like Hayden Fry and Kirk Ferentz, lowa State,
particularly under coaches like Jim Walden, Dan McCarney, and currently Matt Campbell,
has consistently posed a formidable challenge. This period has seen numerous nail-biting
finishes, critical upsets, and games that have gone down to the wire. The intensity of the
rivalry has been amplified by the national spotlight that both programs have occasionally



garnered, with games often having implications for conference standings and national
rankings. The Cy-Hawk Series has become a marquee event on the Big Ten and Big 12
conference schedules, drawing significant media attention and fan engagement.

Iconic Moments and Memorable Games

The annals of lowa vs. Iowa State football history are replete with moments that have
become legendary. There have been stunning upsets, such as Iowa State’s victory in 2017,
which snapped a long Hawkeye winning streak and sent shockwaves through the college
football world. Conversely, lowa has delivered decisive victories that have solidified their
dominance during certain periods. Games often feature dramatic, game-winning drives,
improbable catches, and defensive stands that have become ingrained in the collective
memory of both fan bases. The 2011 game, a 31-27 Iowa victory, is often cited for its back-
and-forth scoring and thrilling conclusion. Another notable contest was the 2019 matchup,
where Iowa secured a hard-fought victory, continuing their recent success in the series.
These games are not just about the scores; they are about the narratives, the heroes, and
the shared experiences that define the rivalry.

The Cy-Hawk Trophy: Symbol of Supremacy

A tangible symbol of the intense competition between the two universities is the Cy-Hawk
Trophy. Introduced in 1973, this trophy is awarded to the winner of the annual football
game. The trophy itself is a representation of the mascots of both universities, Cy the
Cardinal for Iowa State and Herky the Hawk for Iowa, locked in a struggle. The Cy-Hawk
Trophy has become one of the most coveted prizes in collegiate football, embodying the
spirit of the rivalry. Winning the trophy is a source of immense pride for the victorious
team and its fans, and losing it is a blow to morale. The trophy's presence on campus each
year serves as a constant reminder of the ongoing battle for supremacy in Iowa football.

Cultural Impact and Fanaticism

The Iowa vs. Iowa State football rivalry transcends the sport itself, deeply embedding
itself into the cultural fabric of the state of lowa. On game day, communities across lowa
are divided, with residents proudly donning the colors of either the Hawkeyes or the
Cyclones. This rivalry fuels passionate debates, friendly (and sometimes not-so-friendly)
taunts, and a shared sense of identity for those aligned with each university. Businesses,
families, and social circles often bifurcate based on collegiate allegiance. The Cy-Hawk
Series is not merely a sporting event; it is a statewide phenomenon that unites and divides
Iowans in a shared passion for their respective teams. The fervor surrounding the game
contributes significantly to the atmosphere of collegiate sports in the Midwest.



Statistical Breakdown of the Iowa vs. Iowa State
Football History

Examining the statistics of the Iowa vs. lowa State football history reveals the ebb and
flow of the rivalry. Over the more than 100 games played, the University of lowa has
historically held the edge in overall wins. However, the margin has often been close, and
periods of dominance by either side have shaped the narrative. Factors such as coaching
changes, recruiting successes, and the overall strength of respective conferences have
influenced the statistical outcomes year after year. The series has seen long winning
streaks for both programs, underscoring the cyclical nature of college football. A detailed
statistical analysis often highlights individual game performances, offensive and defensive
statistics, and the impact of key players on the series' trajectory.

Enduring Legacy and Future of the Rivalry

The legacy of the Iowa vs. lowa State football rivalry is one of enduring tradition, fierce
competition, and unwavering loyalty. As the series continues to unfold year after year, new
chapters are written, adding to the rich history that has been built. The passion of the
players, the dedication of the coaches, and the fervent support of the fan bases ensure
that the Cy-Hawk Series will remain a cornerstone of college football for generations to
come. The anticipation for each upcoming contest is palpable, as fans eagerly await the
next installment of this iconic showdown. The rivalry not only defines collegiate sports in
Iowa but also serves as a powerful example of the lasting impact that intense athletic
competition can have on communities and institutions.

FAQ

Q: When was the first Iowa vs. lowa State football game
played?

A: The first Iowa vs. Iowa State football game was played on August 25, 1894.

Q: What is the trophy awarded in the Iowa vs. Iowa State
football rivalry called?

A: The trophy awarded in the Iowa vs. lowa State football rivalry is called the Cy-Hawk
Trophy.

Q: Who holds the all-time series lead in Iowa vs. Iowa



State football history?

A: The University of lowa generally holds the all-time series lead in Iowa vs. lowa State
football history, though the margin has varied over the years.

Q: How many times has Iowa State defeated Iowa in the
Cy-Hawk Series?

A: Iowa State has defeated Iowa numerous times in the Cy-Hawk Series, contributing to
the competitive nature of the rivalry. Specific numbers fluctuate with each annual game.

Q: What are some of the most memorable games in the
Iowa vs. Iowa State football history?

A: Memorable games include the 2017 Iowa State victory, the 2011 game with a dramatic
finish, and the 2019 matchup, among many others marked by close scores and significant
upsets.

Q: Has either team ever had a significant winning streak
in the Iowa vs. Iowa State football rivalry?

A: Yes, both Iowa and Iowa State have experienced significant winning streaks in the Iowa
vs. Iowa State football rivalry throughout its history.

Q: What is the significance of the Cy-Hawk Trophy to
the rivalry?

A: The Cy-Hawk Trophy is a tangible symbol of the rivalry, awarded to the winner of the
annual football game, and is a highly coveted prize representing supremacy between the
two universities.

Q: How has the rivalry evolved over the decades?

A: The rivalry has evolved from its early stages with periods of one-sided dominance to a
more consistently competitive and unpredictable contest in the modern era, marked by
intense matchups and national attention.
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