
iowa state fair photography contest 2014

The Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014 was a vibrant showcase of local talent, capturing the essence
of Iowa life and the iconic fair experience. This annual event provides a platform for photographers of all
levels to share their unique perspectives on agriculture, community, and the fleeting moments that define
the summer season. The competition celebrated a diverse range of subjects, from the grandeur of prize-
winning livestock to the candid smiles of fairgoers enjoying the festivities. Understanding the categories,
submission guidelines, and the judging criteria from the 2014 contest offers valuable insight for future
participants and enthusiasts of the Iowa State Fair. This article will delve into the specifics of the 2014
contest, exploring its impact and the lasting impressions left by its talented entrants.
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Understanding the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014

The Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014 served as a significant cultural event, drawing in amateur
and professional photographers alike. This contest has a long-standing tradition of celebrating the visual
narrative of Iowa, with the State Fair providing a particularly rich backdrop. In 2014, the event continued
its mission to encourage artistic expression and document the spirit of the state, offering a prestigious
platform for individuals to gain recognition for their photographic skills. The fair itself, a microcosm of
Iowa's heritage and modern life, offered an endless source of inspiration for the participants.

The contest aimed to capture the diversity of experiences and sights associated with the Iowa State Fair.
From the bustling midway attractions to the quiet moments of rural life represented by agricultural
exhibits, photographers were challenged to find their unique angle. The 2014 edition emphasized the
importance of storytelling through imagery, encouraging participants to go beyond simple snapshots and to
create compelling visual narratives. The sheer volume of entries reflected the passion and dedication of
Iowa's photographic community.



Categories and Themes Explored

The Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014 featured a comprehensive array of categories, designed to
appeal to a wide range of photographic interests and skill levels. These categories ensured that diverse
aspects of the fair and Iowa life were represented, providing a broad canvas for creativity. Common themes
often included the agricultural heart of the state, the vibrant energy of the fairgrounds, and the people who
make the event so special. Understanding these categories is crucial for anyone looking to participate in
future contests.

In 2014, popular categories likely included:

Agriculture and Livestock: Showcasing the backbone of Iowa, this category often featured prize-
winning animals, farm scenes, and rural landscapes.

People of the Fair: Candid shots of fairgoers, families, performers, and vendors brought the human
element to the forefront.

Fairgrounds and Exhibits: This section captured the iconic structures, rides, food stalls, and various
competitive exhibits.

Nature and Wildlife: Focusing on the natural beauty surrounding the fairgrounds or within Iowa's
broader landscape.

Black and White Photography: A classic category that challenges photographers to focus on
composition, light, and shadow.

Youth Division: Encouraging younger photographers to develop their skills and share their unique
perspectives.

These thematic divisions allowed photographers to concentrate their efforts and submit images that best
aligned with their photographic vision and subjects encountered during the fair. The breadth of categories
ensured that a wide spectrum of Iowa's visual identity was captured and celebrated.

Submission Guidelines and Eligibility for 2014

To ensure a fair and well-organized competition, the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014 had specific
submission guidelines and eligibility requirements. These rules were designed to maintain the integrity of
the contest and to provide clear instructions for all participants. Adhering strictly to these guidelines was



paramount for an entry to be considered.

Key aspects of the submission process for the 2014 contest typically included:

Entry Deadlines: Strict deadlines for submitting entries, often several weeks before the fair officially
opened, allowing time for judging.

Format and Size: Specific requirements for digital file formats (e.g., JPEG) and dimensions or
resolution for uploaded images.

Entry Fees: Most contests involve a nominal entry fee per photograph or per category, which helps
to fund the event.

Number of Entries: Limits on the number of photographs an individual could submit, either overall
or within specific categories.

Originality: A stipulation that all submitted photographs must be the original work of the entrant and
should not have been digitally manipulated beyond basic adjustments.

Eligibility: Typically, the contest was open to residents of Iowa, though sometimes broader regional
or national participation was permitted depending on the specific rules that year.

Participants were advised to consult the official Iowa State Fair website or the specific contest prospectus for
the most accurate and up-to-date information regarding the 2014 submission guidelines. Understanding
these requirements in advance saved potential entrants from disqualification and ensured their work was
presented correctly.

Judging Criteria and What Made a Winning Photograph

The success of the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014 hinged on the discerning eye of its judges and
the criteria they employed. Winning photographs were not merely technically proficient; they possessed a
certain spark that resonated with the judges and captured the spirit of the competition. Understanding
these criteria can offer invaluable insights for photographers aiming for recognition.

Judges typically evaluated photographs based on several key elements:

Composition: The arrangement of elements within the frame, including balance, leading lines, rule of
thirds, and overall visual harmony. A strong composition draws the viewer in and guides their eye



through the image.

Subject Matter and Impact: How well the photograph captures the essence of the chosen category and
the emotional response it elicits. A powerful image tells a story or evokes a feeling.

Technical Execution: This includes sharpness, proper exposure, effective use of light and shadow, and
absence of distracting flaws.

Creativity and Originality: How uniquely the photographer has approached the subject matter. A
fresh perspective or innovative technique often stands out.

Adherence to Theme: How well the photograph fits within the specific category it was entered into.

A winning photograph from the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014 would likely have
demonstrated a keen understanding of these principles, combined with a genuine connection to the subject
matter. It would have been a compelling image that not only documented an aspect of the fair but also told
a story or evoked a strong emotion in the viewer.

Notable Entries and Award Winners from 2014

While specific details about every single award winner from the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014
might require access to historical fair archives, it is possible to surmise the types of images that typically
garnered acclaim. The fair is a rich tapestry of human endeavor, agricultural achievement, and pure fun, all
of which provide fertile ground for memorable photography.

Award-winning photographs from past years often include:

Intimate portraits of livestock, capturing the character and dignity of the animals.

Dynamic shots of the midway, with vibrant colors and the energy of rides in motion.

Heartwarming images of families and friends enjoying the fair experience together.

Evocative landscapes of the fairgrounds at dawn or dusk, showcasing the interplay of light and
architecture.

Unique perspectives on traditional fair activities, such as pie-eating contests or blue-ribbon
presentations.



The "Best of Show" winner in 2014 would have undoubtedly been an image that transcended its category,
offering a universally appealing message or a breathtaking visual execution. These winning entries serve
as inspiration for future participants, demonstrating the quality and diversity of work that can be achieved.

The Significance of the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest

The Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014, and its iterations each year, plays a crucial role in
preserving and promoting the cultural heritage and contemporary spirit of Iowa. It acts as a visual archive,
documenting the state's agricultural roots, its community gatherings, and the evolving fabric of its society.
For photographers, it offers a valuable opportunity for recognition, skill development, and connecting with
a wider audience.

Furthermore, the contest contributes to the overall vibrancy of the Iowa State Fair itself. By encouraging
participants to capture the fair through their unique lenses, it adds another layer of engagement for
attendees and provides a lasting legacy of the event. The images submitted often tell stories that might
otherwise go unnoticed, highlighting the everyday beauty and remarkable moments that define the Iowa
experience. The dedication of organizers and the creativity of participants ensure that this tradition
continues to thrive.

Tips for Future Contestants Based on 2014 Insights

Drawing lessons from the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest 2014, aspiring photographers can enhance
their chances of success in future competitions. Understanding what judges look for, the importance of
category themes, and adherence to guidelines are fundamental. Preparation and a keen eye for detail are
key to capturing winning shots.

Here are some tips:

Know the Categories Inside and Out: Carefully read the descriptions for each category and select
subjects that align precisely with them.

Focus on Storytelling: Aim to capture images that tell a compelling narrative or evoke a strong
emotion, rather than just a simple record of a scene.

Master the Fundamentals: Ensure your photographs are technically sound, with good composition,
exposure, and sharpness.



Seek Unique Perspectives: Look for angles and compositions that offer a fresh take on familiar
subjects. Avoid cliché shots if possible.

Understand the Light: Pay attention to the quality of light throughout the day. Golden hour (early
morning and late afternoon) often produces beautiful results.

Respect the Rules: Meticulously follow all submission guidelines regarding format, size, deadlines,
and any other requirements.

Visit the Fair with Intent: Go to the fair specifically to photograph, exploring different areas and
being patient to capture the right moment.

Review Past Winners (if available): Studying previous winning entries can provide insights into
what resonates with judges.

By applying these strategies, photographers can approach the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest with
greater confidence and a stronger portfolio, aiming to capture the essence of the fair in ways that stand out
and earn recognition.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Iowa State Fair Photography
Contest 2014

Q: What was the main goal of the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest in
2014?
A: The main goal of the Iowa State Fair Photography Contest in 2014 was to showcase the talent of
photographers, capture the essence of Iowa life and the fair experience, and preserve visual memories of
the event through artistic imagery.

Q: Were there specific age divisions for the 2014 contest?
A: Typically, photography contests at the Iowa State Fair include a Youth Division to encourage
participation from younger photographers, and it is highly likely this was the case for the 2014 contest as
well.



Q: How important was composition in the judging of the 2014 contest?
A: Composition was likely a very important criterion in the 2014 judging. Judges would have looked for
strong visual arrangements, balance, leading lines, and overall aesthetic appeal within the frame to guide
the viewer's eye.

Q: Could participants submit digitally manipulated photos in 2014?
A: Generally, photography contests allow for basic adjustments like cropping, exposure, and contrast
correction. However, significant digital manipulation or compositing beyond these basic edits would likely
have disqualified entries in the 2014 contest.

Q: What types of subjects were most commonly submitted to the 2014
contest?
A: Common subjects in the 2014 contest would have included agricultural elements like livestock and
crops, people enjoying the fair, candid moments, fairground attractions, and Iowa landscapes.

Q: Where could one find the official rules and categories for the 2014
Iowa State Fair Photography Contest?
A: The official rules and categories for the 2014 contest would have been published on the official Iowa
State Fair website or in a dedicated contest prospectus released prior to the entry deadline.

Q: Did the contest in 2014 differentiate between professional and amateur
photographers?
A: While some contests may have separate categories, it's common for the Iowa State Fair contest to
welcome both amateur and professional photographers, often with divisions based on skill level or subject
matter rather than professional status alone.

Q: What impact did winning a category in the 2014 contest have on
participants?
A: Winning a category in the 2014 contest provided recognition for the photographer's skill, often included
ribbons and prize money, and offered a platform to showcase their work to a wide audience attending the
fair.
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