INTRODUCTION TO THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

INTRODUCTION TO THE FRENCH REVOLUTION IS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN WORLD HISTORY, FUNDAMENTALLY RESHAPING POLITICAL
LANDSCAPES AND SOCIETAL STRUCTURES NOT ONLY IN FRANCE BUT ACROSS THE GLOBE. | HIS COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW
DELVES INTO THE COMPLEX ORIGINS, THE TUMULTUOUS COURSE, AND THE LASTING GLOBAL IMPACT OF THIS TRANSFORMATIVE
PERIOD. WE WILL EXPLORE THE DEEP-SEATED SOCIAL INEQUALITIES, THE ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS THAT FUELED DISSENT, THE
CRITICAL EVENTS THAT IGNITED THE UPRISING, AND THE RADICAL CHANGES THAT FOLLOWED. (UNDERSTANDING THE FRENCH
REVOLUTION REQUIRES EXAMINING ITS MULTIFACETED CAUSES, ITS KEY PLAYERS, AND THE ENDURING LEGACY IT LEFT ON
CONCEPTS OF LIBERTY, EQUALITY, AND FRATERNITY.
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THE PRECURSORS TO REVOLUTION

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION DID NOT ERUPT SPONTANEOUSLY, IT WAS THE CULMINATION OF CENTURIES OF SIMMERING
DISCONTENT, EXACERBATED BY A RIGID SOCIAL HIERARCHY AND AN INCREASINGLY BANKRUPT MONARCHY. AT THE HEART OF THE
PROBLEM LAY THE ANCIEN R GIME, A SYSTEM THAT DIVIDED FRENCH SOCIETY INTO THREE DISTINCT ESTATES. THE FIRST
ESTATE COMPRISED THE CLERGY, WHO ENJOYED CONSIDERABLE WEALTH AND PRIVILEGE, INCLUDING EXEMPTION FROM MOST
TAXES. THE SECOND ESTATE CONSISTED OF THE NOBILITY, WHO ALSO HELD VAST LANDHOLDINGS AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE,
LARGELY FREE FROM THE FINANCIAL BURDENS PLACED UPON THE COMMON PEOPLE.

THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE FRENCH POPULATION BELONGED TO THE THIRD ESTATE. THIS BROAD CATEGORY ENCOMPASSED
EVERYONE FROM WEALTHY MERCHANTS AND LAWYERS TO URBAN WORKERS AND RURAL PEASANTS. DESPITE THEIR
OVERWHELMING NUMBERS, THE THIRD ESTATE BORE THE BRUNT OF TAXATION AND LACKED ANY MEANINGFUL POLITICAL
REPRESENTATION. THIS PROFOUND INEQUALITY FOSTERED DEEP RESENTMENT AND A GROWING SENSE OF INJUSTICE, CREATING
FERTILE GROUND FOR REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS TO TAKE ROOT.

FURTHERMORE/ THE INTELLECTUAL CURRENTS OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING PUBLIC OPINION AND
CHALLENGING THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ABSOLUTE MONARCHY AND THE ESTABLISHED SOCIAL ORDER. PHILOSOPHERS LIKEJEAN‘
JACQUES ROUSSEAU, \/OLTAIRE, AND MONTESQUIEU CHAMPIONED IDEAS OF NATURAL RIGHTS, POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY, AND THE
SEPARATION OF POWERS. THESE CONCEPTS RESONATED DEEPLY WITH MEMBERS OF THE T HIRD ESTATE, PARTICULARLY THE
EDUCATED BOURGEOISIE, WHO BEGAN TO QUESTION THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS AND ADVOCATE FOR A MORE JUST AND
EQUITABLE SOCIETY. THE SUCCESS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION ALSO PROVIDED A POWERFUL, TANGIBLE EXAMPLE OF A
PEOPLE OVERTHROWING AN OPPRESSIVE REGIME AND ESTABLISHING A REPUBLIC BASED ON ENLIGHTENMENT PRINCIPLES.

THe EsTATES-GENERAL AND THE DAWN OF REBELLION

FACING A SEVERE FINANCIAL CRISIS, LARGELY DUE TO COSTLY WARS AND EXTRAVAGANT ROYAL SPENDING, KING Louis X VI
WAS COMPELLED TO CONVENE THE ESTATES-GENERAL INMAY 1789, THIS ASSEMBLY, WHICH HAD NOT MET SINCE 1614, wAsS
INTENDED TO ADVISE THE KING AND APPROVE NEW TAXES. HOWEVER, THE VERY ACT OF CONVENING IT INADVERTENTLY PROVIDED
A PLATFORM FOR THE GRIEVANCES OF THE THIRD ESTATE TO BE VOICED FORCEFULLY.

THE TRADITIONAL VOTING SYSTEM WITHIN THE ESTATES-GENERAL WAS BY ORDER, MEANING EACH ESTATE RECEIVED ONE VOTE,
REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES. THIS SYSTEM CONSISTENTLY ALLOWED THE FIRST AND SECOND ESTATES TO
OUTVOTE THE THIRD ESTATE, PERPETUATING THEIR PRIVILEGED STATUS. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE THIRD ESTATE, DEEPLY
INFLUENCED BY ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS AND AWARE OF THEIR NUMERICAL SUPERIORITY, DEMANDED THAT VOTING BE CONDUCTED



BY HEAD, WHERE EACH DEPUTY WOULD HAVE A VOTE. THIS DEMAND WAS MET WITH RESISTANCE FROM THE PRIVILEGED ESTATES
AND THE KING, LEADING TO A STALEMATE.

FRUSTRATED BY THE LACK OF PROGRESS AND THE KING'S PERCEIVED INTRANSIGENCE, THE DEPUTIES OF THE THIRD ESTATE TOOK
A BOLD STEP. ON JUNE 17, 1789, THEY DECLARED THEMSELVES THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, ASSERTING THEIR RIGHT TO
REPRESENT THE NATION AND DRAFT A CONSTITUTION. THIS ACT WAS A DIRECT CHALLENGE TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE
MONARCHY AND MARKED A SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINT, SIGNALING THE BEGINNING OF A REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS THAT WOULD
SOON ENGULF FRANCE.

THE STORMING OF THE BASTILLE AND THE GREAT FEAR

THE TENSIONS IN PARIS ESCALATED RAPIDLY IN THE SUMMER OF 1789. FEARS OF A ROYAL CRACKDOWN AND THE DISMISSAL OF
THE POPULAR FINANCE MINISTER, JACQUES NECKER, FUELED PUBLIC UNREST. ONJuLY 14, 1789, A PARISIAN MOB, SEEKING
WEAPONS AND GUNPOWDER, STORMED THE BASTILLE, A MEDIEVAL FORTRESS AND PRISON THAT SYMBOLIZED ROYAL TYRANNY.
THE FALL OF THE BASTILLE WAS A SYMBOLIC VICTORY FOR THE REVOLUTIONARIES, DEMONSTRATING THE POWER OF POPULAR
ACTION AND SENDING SHOCKW AVES THROUGHOUT FRANCE AND ACROSS EUROPE.

FOLLOWING THE EVENTS IN PARIS, A WAVE OF PEASANT UPRISINGS SWEPT THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE, AN EVENT KNOWN AS
THE GREAT FEAR. PEASANTS, EMBOLDENED BY THE NEWS FROM THE CAPITAL AND FUELED BY YEARS OF OPPRESSION AND
HARDSHIP, ATTACKED MANORIAL ESTATES, DESTROYED FEUDAL RECORDS, AND OFTEN ATTACKED THE NOBILITY. THiS
\WIDESPREAD RURAL REVOLT FURTHER ERODED THE AUTHORITY OF THE ANCIEN E GIME AND UNDERSCORED THE DEPTH OF
POPULAR DISCONTENT. THE GREAT FEAR PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN COMPELLING THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TO ADDRESS
FEUDAL PRIVILEGES.

IN RESPONSE TO THESE WIDESPREAD RURAL DISTURBANCES AND THE GROWING REVOLUTIONARY FERVOR, THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY TOOK SWIFT ACTION. ON THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 4, 1789, IN A DRAMATIC SESSION, FEUDALISM WAS OFFICIALLY
ABOLISHED. THIS INCLUDED THE DISMANTLING OF MANORIAL RIGHTS, FEUDAL DUES, AND THE PRIVILEGES OF THE NOBILITY AND
CLERGY. THIS MOMENTOUS DECISION, DRIVEN BY THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT AND THE PRESSURE FROM BELOW , MARKED A
FUNDAMENTAL DISMANTLING OF THE OLD SOCIAL ORDER.

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND THE DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN
AND OF THE CITIZEN

THe NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, NOW EMPOWERED BY THE ABOLITION OF FEUDALISM, EMBARKED ON THE CRUCIAL TASK OF
ESTABLISHING A NEW POLITICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FRANCE. A CORNERSTONE OF THEIR WORK WAS THE DECLARATION OF THE
RIGHTS oF MAN AND oF THE CITIZEN, ADOPTED ON AUGUST 26, 1789. THIS LANDMARK DOCUMENT, INSPIRED BY
ENLIGHTENMENT PHILOSOPHY AND THE AMERICAN DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, PROCLAIMED FUNDAMENT AL HUMAN RIGHTS
AND LIBERTIES.

THE DECLARATION ASSERTED THAT ALL MEN ARE BORN AND REMAIN FREE AND EQUAL IN RIGHTS, AND THAT THE PURPOSE OF
GOVERNMENT IS TO PROTECT THESE RIGHTS, WHICH INCLUDE LIBERTY, PROPERTY, SECURITY, AND RESISTANCE TO OPPRESSION.
[T ENSHRINED PRINCIPLES SUCH AS FREEDOM OF SPEECH, FREEDOM OF RELIGION, AND THE PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE. THE
DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN AND OF THE CITIZEN SERVED AS A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT FOR THE FRENCH REVOLUTION
AND A POWERFUL INSPIRATION FOR SUBSEQUENT DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENTS WORLDWIDE, ARTICULATING THE IDEALS OF A NEW
ERA.

IN ADDITION TO THE DECLARATION, THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WORKED ON DRAFTING A CONSTITUTION. W/HILE DISAGREEMENTS
AND POLITICAL FACTIONS LED TO DELAYS AND COMPROMISES, THE CONSTITUTION OF 179 1 ESTABLISHED A CONSTITUTIONAL
MONARCHY, LIMITING THE POWER OF THE KING AND CREATING A LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. HOWEVER, THIS INITIAL PHASE OF THE
REVOLUTION WAS FAR FROM UNIVERSALLY ACCEPTED. THE KING'S ATTEMPT TO FLEE FRANCE IN JUNE 179 1 SHATTERED ANY
REMAINING ILLUSIONS OF HIS COMMITMENT TO THE REVOLUTION AND FURTHER RADICALIZED PUBLIC OPINION, SETTING THE STAGE
FOR MORE TURBULENT TIMES.



THEe ReIGN oF TERROR AND THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY

AS THE REVOLUTION DEEPENED AND FRANCE FACED BOTH INTERNAL DISSENT AND EXTERNAL THREATS FROM EUROPEAN
MONARCHIES FEARFUL OF REVOLUTIONARY CONTAGION, THE POLITICAL CLIMATE BECAME INCREASINGLY VOLATILE. THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST FRENCH REPUBLIC IN SEPTEMBER 1792, FOLLOWING THE OVERTHROW OF THE MONARCHY,
USHERED IN A MORE RADICAL PHASE. THE EXECUTION OF Louis XV INJANUARY 1793 FURTHER POLARIZED FRENCH SOCIETY
AND INTENSIFIED INTERNATIONAL OPPOSITION.

IN THIS CLIMATE OF CRISIS, THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY WAS ESTABLISHED IN APRIL 1793, OSTENSIBLY TO DEFEND THE
REVOLUTION AGAINST ITS ENEMIES. DOMINATED BY FIGURES LIKE MAXIMILIEN ROBESPIERRE, THE COMMITTEE GRADUALLY
ASSUMED DICTATORIAL POWERS. WHAT FOLLOWED WAS THE REIGN OF TERROR, A PERIOD CHARACTERIZED BY EXTREME
VIOLENCE AND POLITICAL REPRESSION. THOUSANDS OF SUSPECTED COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARIES, INCLUDING NOBLES, CLERGY,
AND EVEN ORDINARY CITIZENS ACCUSED OF DISLOYALTY, WERE ARRESTED, TRIED, AND OFTEN EXECUTED BY GUILLOTINE.

THE REIGN OF TERROR WAS JUSTIFIED BY ITS PROPONENTS AS A NECESSARY MEASURE TO PRESERVE THE REVOLUTION AND ITS
GAINS. HOWEVER, ITS EXTREME BRUTALITY AND THE WIDESPREAD SUSPICION IT ENGENDERED ULTIMATELY LED TO ITS OWN
UNDOING. THE EXCESSES OF THE TERROR ALIENATED MANY, AND INJULY 1794, ROBESPIERRE HIMSELF WAS OVERTHROWN AND
EXECUTED, BRINGING AN END TO THIS BLOODY CHAPTER. THE PERIOD OF THE REIGN OF TERROR STANDS AS A STARK REMINDER OF
THE DANGERS INHERENT IN REVOLUTIONARY FERVOR WHEN UNCHECKED BY DUE PROCESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS.

THE DIRECTORY AND THE RISE OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

FOLLOWING THE FALL OF ROBESPIERRE AND THE END OF THE REIGN OF TERROR, FRANCE ENTERED A NEW PHASE UNDER THE
DIRECTORY. THIS GOVERNMENT, ESTABLISHED 8Y THE CONSTITUTION OF YEAR IIl (1795), WAS A FIVE-MAN EXECUTIVE BODY
THAT AIMED TO RESTORE ORDER AND STABILITY AFTER YEARS OF UPHEAVAL. THE DIRECTORY WAS MARKED BY POLITICAL
INSTABILITY, CORRUPTION, AND ONGOING WARS WITH OTHER EUROPEAN POWERS.

DESPITE ITS INTERNAL WEAKNESSES, THE DIRECTORY MANAGED TO MAINTAIN A DEGREE OF ORDER AND PRESIDE OVER SIGNIFICANT
MILITARY SUCCESSES. IT WAS DURING THIS PERIOD THAT A YOUNG AND AMBITIOUS GENERAL, NAPOLEON BONAPARTE/ ROSE TO
PROMINENCE THROUGH HIS BRILLIANT MILITARY CAMPAIGNS IN ITALY AND EGYPT. NAPOLEON'S POPULARITY AND HIS ABILITY TO
BRING VICTORY TO FRANCE MADE HIM A POWERFUL FIGURE, INCREASINGLY SEEN BY MANY AS THE STRONG LEADER NEEDED TO
STEER THE NATION.

IN 1799, NAPOLEON SEIZED POWER IN A COUP D'[] TAT, EFFECTIVELY ENDING THE DIRECTORY AND ESTABLISHING THE
CONSULATE, WITH HIMSELF AS FIRST CoNSUL. THIS EVENT IS WIDELY CONSIDERED THE END OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION,
THOUGH ITS IDEALS AND CONSEQUENCES CONTINUED TO SHAPE FRANCE AND THE WORLD. NAPOLEON WOULD GO ON TO
CONSOLIDATE HIS POWER, EVENTUALLY CROWNING HIMSELF EMPEROR OF THE FRENCH, AND HIS REIGN WOULD USHER IN AN ERA OF
FRENCH DOMINANCE IN EUROPE, PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCED BY THE REVOLUTIONARY LEGACY HE INHERITED.

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON THE COURSE OF MODERN HISTORY, ITS IMPACT ECHOING FAR BEYOND THE
BORDERS OF FRANCE. |T FUNDAMENTALLY CHALLENGED AND, IN MANY RESPECTS, DISMANTLED THE TRADITIONAL STRUCTURES OF
ABSOLUTE MONARCHY AND ARISTOCRATIC PRIVILEGE, REPLACING THEM WITH THE NASCENT IDEALS OF POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY
AND REPUBLICANISM. THE CONCEPTS OF LIBERTY, EQUALITY, AND FRATERNITY, CENTRAL TO THE REVOLUTIONARY SLOGAN,
BECAME POWERFUL RALLYING CRIES FOR DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENTS AND ASPIRATIONS ACROSS THE GLOBE.

THe DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN AND OF THE CITIZEN, WITH ITS EMPHASIS ON UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS, PROVIDED A
BLUEPRINT FOR SUBSEQUENT DECLARATIONS OF RIGHTS AND CONSTITUTIONS IN NUMEROUS NATIONS. THE REVOLUTION ALSO
SPARKED WIDESPREAD NATIONALIST SENTIMENTS, AS THE IDEA OF THE NATION AS A COLLECTIVE ENTITY, RATHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OF A MONARCH, GAINED TRACTION. THIS RISE OF NATIONALISM WOULD HAVE PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE
GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES.



FURTHERMORE/ THE FRENCH REVOLUTION INSPIRED SUBSEQUENT REVOLUTIONS AND REFORM MOVEMENTS, FROM THE HAITIAN
REVOLUTION TO THE LIBERAL AND NATIONALIST UPRISINGS OF THE 19TH CENTURY. ITS IDEALS FUELED THE ABOLITIONIST
MOVEMENT, THE FIGHT FOR WORKERS' RIGHTS, AND THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE. W/HILE THE PATH
FROM REVOLUTION TO STABLE DEMOCRACY WAS ARDUOUS AND OFTEN BLOODY, THE FUNDAMENTAL SHIFT IN POLITICAL
THOUGHT AND THE ENDURING POWER OF ITS CORE PRINCIPLES CONTINUE TO SHAPE OUR UNDERSTANDING OF GOVERNANCE,
CITIZENSHIP, AND HUMAN RIGHTS TO THIS DAY. THE FRENCH REVOLUTION REMAINS A POTENT SYMBOL OF THE POWER OF
POPULAR WILL TO CHALLENGE ENTRENCHED AUTHORITY AND RESHAPE THE \WORLD.

Q: WHAT WERE THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?

A: THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION WERE MULTIFACETED, INCLUDING DEEP-SEATED SOCIAL INEQUALITIES INHERENT
IN THE ANCIEN R[] GIME'S ESTATE SYSTEM, WHERE THE THIRD ESTATE BORE THE TAX BURDEN WITHOUT ADEQUATE
REPRESENTATION; THE INFLUENCE OF ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS PROMOTING LIBERTY, EQUALITY, AND POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY SEVERE
FINANCIAL CRISIS STEMMING FROM EXTRAVAGANT SPENDING AND COSTLY WARS: AND THE PERCEIVED INEFFECTIVENESS AND
ABSOLUTISM OF THE MONARCHY UNDER Louis XVI.

Q: WHO WERE THE KEY FIGURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?

A: KEY FIGURES INCLUDE KING Loulis XV| AND MARIE ANTOINETTE, WHO REPRESENTED THE MONARCHY; ENLIGHTENMENT
THINKERS LIKE ROUSSEAU AND VOLTAIRE, WHOSE IDEAS INFLUENCED REVOLUTIONARIES; LEADERS OF THE REVOLUTION SUCH AS
MAXIMILIEN ROBESPIERRE, GEORGES DANTON, AND JEAN-PAUL MARAT; AND MILITARY FIGURES LIKE NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, WHO
ROSE TO PROMINENCE DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD.

Q: WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STORMING OF THE BASTILLE?

A: THE STORMING OF THE BASTILLE ONJuLY 14, 1789, WAS A HIGHLY SYMBOLIC EVENT. |T REPRESENTED A DIRECT ASSAULT
ON ROYAL AUTHORITY AND THE PERCEIVED TYRANNY OF THE MONARCHY. ITS FALL DEMONSTRATED THE POWER OF POPULAR
INSURRECTION AND EMBOLDENED REVOLUTIONARIES ACROSS FRANCE, MARKING A CRITICAL TURNING POINT IN THE EARLY STAGES
OF THE REVOLUTION.

Q: WHAT wAs THE DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN AND OF THE CITIZEN?

A: THE DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS oF MAN AND OF THE CITIZEN, ADOPTED IN AUGUST 1789, WAS A FOUNDATIONAL
DOCUMENT OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. [T PROCLAIMED UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS, ASSERTING PRINCIPLES SUCH AS LIBERTY,
EQUALITY, PROPERTY, SECURITY, AND RESISTANCE TO OPPRESSION. |T SERVED AS A MANIFESTO FOR THE REVOLUTION'S IDEALS
AND INFLUENCED SUBSEQUENT HUMAN RIGHTS DECLARATIONS GLOBALLY.

Q: WHAT WAS THE REIGN OF TERROR AND WHY DID IT HAPPEN?

A: THE REIGN OF TERROR WAS A PERIOD OF EXTREME VIOLENCE AND POLITICAL REPRESSION FROM 1793 To 1794, LED BY THE
CoMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY. IT WAS CHARACTERIZED BY MASS ARRESTS AND EXECUTIONS OF PERCEIVED ENEMIES OF THE
REVOLUTION. |T OCCURRED IN RESPONSE TO INTERNAL DISSENT AND EXTERNAL THREATS FROM EUROPEAN MONARCHIES, WITH ITS
PROPONENTS ARGUING IT WAS NECESSARY TO PRESERVE THE REVOLUTION.

Q: How pID THE FRENCH REVOLUTION IMPACT FRANCE'S POLITICAL SYSTEMP

A: THe FRENCH REVOLUTION FUNDAMENTALLY TRANSFORMED FRANCE'S POLITICAL SYSTEM. |T LED TO THE ABOLITION OF THE
MONARCHY AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REPUBLIC, THOUGH THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY PERIODS OF EMPIRE AND RESTORED
MONARCHY. |T INTRODUCED CONCEPTS OF CITIZENSHIP, POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY, AND CONSTITUTIONALISM, LAYING THE
GROUNDWORK FOR MODERN DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS.



Q: WHAT IS THE LASTING GLOBAL LEGACY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?

A: THE GLOBAL LEGACY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION IS PROFOUND. |T SPREAD IDEALS OF LIBERTY, EQUALITY, AND FRATERNITY,
INSPIRING DEMOCRATIC AND NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS WORLDWIDE. |T CHALLENGED THE LEGITIMACY OF ABSOLUTE MONARCHIES

AND ARISTOCRATIC PRIVILEGE, PROMOTED THE CONCEPT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, AND CONTRIBUTED TO THE RISE OF MODERN NATION-
STATES AND POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES.
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