
introduction to saint thomas aquinas
Introduction to Saint Thomas Aquinas has become essential for anyone
interested in theology, philosophy, and the interplay between faith and
reason. Born in the 13th century, Aquinas is one of the most influential
figures in Western thought, whose works continue to resonate in contemporary
discussions on ethics, morality, and the nature of God. This article will
explore the life, works, and legacy of Saint Thomas Aquinas, providing a
comprehensive overview of his contributions to philosophy and theology.

Early Life and Education

Saint Thomas Aquinas was born around 1225 in Roccasecca, a small town in
Italy. He came from a noble family, which provided him the opportunity for a
quality education. His early life was characterized by a strong inclination
towards learning, and he showed remarkable intelligence from a young age.

Family Background

- Noble Heritage: Aquinas was born into the Counts of Aquino, which afforded
him a privileged upbringing.
- Religious Influence: His family had strong connections to the Church, which
would later influence his own path.

Education

Aquinas began his education at the University of Naples, where he was exposed
to the liberal arts and the works of Aristotle. His intellectual journey took
a pivotal turn when he became fascinated by the emerging scholastic method,
which combined faith with reason.

- University of Naples: Here he studied philosophy and theology and was
introduced to the works of Aristotle.
- Order of Saint Dominic: At the age of 19, Aquinas joined the Dominican
Order, much to his family's dismay, as they had planned for him to take over
the family estate.

Philosophical Contributions

Saint Thomas Aquinas is best known for his synthesis of Aristotelian
philosophy with Christian theology. His most significant work, the "Summa



Theologica," serves as a comprehensive guide to Catholic doctrine and
philosophy.

Summa Theologica

The "Summa Theologica" is divided into three main parts:

1. The Existence and Nature of God: Aquinas provides five arguments for the
existence of God, known as the Five Ways.
2. Moral Theology: He discusses virtues, vices, and the nature of human
conduct in relation to divine law.
3. Christology and Sacraments: The final section addresses the role of Christ
and the significance of the sacraments in salvation.

Five Ways to Prove God's Existence

Aquinas's Five Ways are essential to understanding his theological
perspective:

1. The Argument from Motion: Everything in motion must have been set in
motion by something else.
2. The Argument from Causation: Every effect must have a cause, leading to
the necessity of a First Cause.
3. The Argument from Contingency: Things that exist can either exist or not
exist; hence, there must be a necessary being.
4. The Argument from Degrees of Perfection: The existence of varying degrees
of goodness implies a perfect being.
5. The Teleological Argument: The order and purpose in the world suggest the
presence of an intelligent designer.

Theological Insights

Aquinas's theology is deeply rooted in the belief that reason and faith do
not contradict each other but rather complement one another. His work has
significantly shaped Catholic doctrine and continues to influence Christian
thought today.

Faith and Reason

Aquinas posited that while faith provides truths that are beyond human
comprehension, reason is a tool that can lead to a deeper understanding of
these truths.



- Natural Theology: He believed that humans could come to know God through
reason and observation of the natural world.
- Revelation: For Aquinas, divine revelation is essential for understanding
truths that exceed human reason.

The Nature of God

Aquinas outlined several attributes of God, including:

- Omnipotence: God is all-powerful.
- Omniscience: God is all-knowing.
- Omnibenevolence: God is all-good.
- Immutability: God does not change.

These attributes serve as a framework for understanding the divine nature and
God's relationship with creation.

Influence on Western Thought

The impact of Saint Thomas Aquinas extends far beyond his lifetime. His
thoughts laid the groundwork for various fields, including philosophy,
ethics, and political theory.

Scholasticism

Aquinas is often regarded as the foremost scholastic thinker. He utilized
dialectical reasoning, a method that involves the dialogue between opposing
viewpoints, to explore and resolve theological and philosophical questions.

Modern Philosophy

The revival of interest in Aquinas's works during the Renaissance and the
Enlightenment sparked new discussions in philosophy. His ideas have
influenced numerous philosophers, including:

- René Descartes: Acknowledged Aquinas's impact on rational thought.
- Immanuel Kant: Engaged with Aquinas's ethical theories in his own moral
philosophy.



Legacy of Saint Thomas Aquinas

Saint Thomas Aquinas was canonized by Pope John XXII in 1323 and declared a
Doctor of the Church in 1567, affirming his lasting significance in Christian
theology.

Contemporary Relevance

Today, Aquinas's works are studied in seminaries and universities around the
world. They provide a vital framework for discussions on ethics, law, and
human rights.

- Catholic Teaching: His writings are often referenced in Catholic doctrine
and moral theology.
- Interfaith Dialogue: His approach to reason and faith continues to inspire
dialogue among different religious traditions.

Conclusion

In summary, the introduction to Saint Thomas Aquinas reveals a profound
thinker whose contributions to philosophy and theology have shaped the course
of Western thought. His ability to harmonize faith and reason, along with his
influential works, ensures that Aquinas remains a central figure in
discussions about the nature of God, morality, and human existence. Whether
through the lens of philosophy, theology, or ethics, the legacy of Saint
Thomas Aquinas continues to challenge and inspire future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Saint Thomas Aquinas?
Saint Thomas Aquinas was a 13th-century Italian Dominican friar, theologian,
and philosopher, known for his influential works in Christian theology and
philosophy, particularly his synthesis of Aristotelian philosophy with
Christian doctrine.

What are the main works of Saint Thomas Aquinas?
His most significant works include the 'Summa Theologica' and the 'Summa
Contra Gentiles,' which outline his theological arguments and philosophical
ideas.



What is the 'Summa Theologica'?
The 'Summa Theologica' is a comprehensive work that addresses various
theological questions and aims to explain the Christian faith in a systematic
way, covering topics like the existence of God, morality, and the nature of
human beings.

How did Aquinas influence Western philosophy?
Aquinas had a profound impact on Western philosophy by integrating
Aristotelian thought with Christian teachings, shaping medieval scholasticism
and influencing later philosophers such as Descartes and Kant.

What is the concept of Natural Law in Aquinas's
philosophy?
Natural Law, according to Aquinas, is a moral theory that posits that human
beings can discern right from wrong through reason and that these moral
principles are inherent in human nature.

What is the significance of faith and reason in
Aquinas's thought?
Aquinas believed that faith and reason are complementary, arguing that reason
can lead to truths about God and morality, while faith provides insights
beyond human understanding.

What are the Five Ways to prove the existence of
God?
Aquinas presented five arguments for God's existence in the 'Summa
Theologica,' known as the Five Ways: the Argument from Motion, the Argument
from Causation, the Argument from Contingency, the Argument from Degrees of
Perfection, and the Argument from Design.

How did Aquinas's ideas shape Catholic doctrine?
Aquinas's ideas became foundational for Catholic theology, particularly
during the Council of Trent and later, influencing the Catholic Church's
teachings on morality, ethics, and the nature of God.

Why is Saint Thomas Aquinas considered a Doctor of
the Church?
Saint Thomas Aquinas is recognized as a Doctor of the Church due to his
significant contributions to theology and philosophy, his deep understanding
of Scripture, and his influence on Catholic doctrine, particularly in the
areas of ethics and metaphysics.
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