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Understanding Interval Notation in Algebra 2

Interval notation is a mathematical concept used in Algebra 2 to represent a range of values. It
provides a concise way to describe sets of numbers, particularly for inequalities and functions.
Understanding interval notation is essential for solving problems that involve ranges, such as finding
solutions to inequalities or determining the domain and range of functions. In this article, we will
explore the basics of interval notation, its uses in Algebra 2, and how to convert between interval

notation and other forms.

What is Interval Notation?

Interval notation is a mathematical notation used to represent a set of numbers between two

endpoints. It is typically written in parentheses and brackets, where:

- Parentheses ( ) indicate that the endpoint is not included in the interval (an open interval).

- Brackets [ ] indicate that the endpoint is included in the interval (a closed interval).
For example:
- The interval (2, 5) includes all real numbers greater than 2 and less than 5, but does not include 2 or

5.

- The interval [2, 5] includes all real numbers from 2 to 5, including both endpoints.



Types of Intervals

Intervals can be categorized into several types, each serving a different purpose in mathematics:

1. Open Intervals: An open interval does not include its endpoints. For example, (a, b) means all
numbers greater than a and less than b.

2. Closed Intervals: A closed interval includes its endpoints. For example, [a, b] means all numbers
from a to b, including a and b.

3. Half-Open (or Half-Closed) Intervals: These intervals include one endpoint but not the other. For
example, [a, b) includes a but not b, while (a, b] includes b but not a.

4. Infinite Intervals: These intervals extend indefinitely in one or both directions. For example:

- (3, [l) includes all numbers greater than a.

- (-D, b] includes all numbers less than or equal to b.

- (-D, D) includes all real numbers.

Using Interval Notation for Inequalities

Interval notation is particularly useful for expressing the solutions of inequalities. Here are some

examples of how to write inequalities in interval notation:

1. Simple Inequalities:
- The inequality x > 3 can be written in interval notation as (3, D).

- The inequality x [l 4 can be written as (-D, 4].

2. Compound Inequalities:

Compound inequalities can be represented in interval notation by combining the intervals. For
example:

- The inequality 1 < x D 5 can be expressed as (1, 5].

- The inequality -2 < x < 3 can be expressed as (-2, 3).



Graphing Intervals

Graphing intervals on a number line can help visualize the solution sets represented by interval

notation. Here’s how to graph intervals:

- Draw a horizontal line representing the number line.
- Use an open circle at the endpoints for open intervals and a closed circle for closed intervals.

- Shade the region between the endpoints to indicate the included values.

For instance, to graph the interval [1, 4), you would:
- Place a closed circle at 1 (indicating 1 is included).
- Place an open circle at 4 (indicating 4 is not included).

- Shade the region between 1 and 4.

Converting Between Interval Notation and Inequalities

Understanding how to convert between interval notation and inequalities is crucial for Algebra 2

students. Here are the steps to make these conversions:

From Interval Notation to Inequalities

To convert an interval to an inequality:
1. Identify the endpoints of the interval.

2. Determine whether the endpoints are included (use D or D) or excluded (use < or >).

Example:
- For the interval [2, 6), the corresponding inequalities are:

20x<s.



From Inequalities to Interval Notation

To convert inequalities to interval notation:
1. Analyze the inequality to find the endpoints.
2. Decide whether to use parentheses or brackets based on whether the endpoints are included or

excluded.

Example:
- For the inequalities x > 3 and x D 7, the corresponding interval notation would be:

- (3, 7.

Applications of Interval Notation

Interval notation is not just an academic exercise; it has practical applications across various fields

such as:

1. Calculus: Interval notation is used to determine the domain and range of functions. It helps in
expressing where a function is increasing or decreasing.

2. Statistics: In statistics, interval notation is used to describe confidence intervals and ranges of data.
3. Engineering: Engineers use interval notation to define tolerances and acceptable ranges for

measurements.

Practical Examples in Algebra 2

Let’s look at a couple of practical examples to illustrate the application of interval notation:

Example 1: Solving an Inequality

Solve the inequality 3x - 5 < 4.



1. Add 5 to both sides: 3x < 9.

2. Divide by 3: x < 3.
The solution in interval notation is (-D, 3).

Example 2: Finding the Domain

Determine the domain of the function f(x) = 1/(x - 2).

The function is undefined when the denominator is zero, so:
1. Set x - 2 = 0 to find the undefined point: x = 2.

2. The domain includes all real numbers except 2.

In interval notation, the domain is (-D, 2) [l (2, D).

Conclusion

In summary, interval notation is a powerful tool in Algebra 2 that allows students to express ranges of
values efficiently. It is essential for solving inequalities, determining the domain and range of functions,
and understanding various mathematical concepts. Mastering interval notation not only aids in
academic success but also provides a foundation for advanced studies in mathematics and related
fields. By practicing the conversion between interval notation and inequalities, as well as applying it to

real-world problems, students can enhance their mathematical skills and confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is interval notation in algebra?

Interval notation is a mathematical notation used to represent a range of values on the number line,

specifying the lower and upper bounds of the interval.



How do you write the interval for all real numbers greater than 3?

In interval notation, this is written as (3, D).

What does the notation [2, 5) mean?

[2, 5) means that the interval includes 2 but does not include 5, representing all numbers from 2 to 5,

including 2 and excluding 5.

How would you express the interval from -1 to 4, including both
endpoints?

This is written in interval notation as [-1, 4].

What is the difference between open and closed intervals?

Open intervals, denoted with parentheses (a, b), do not include the endpoints, while closed intervals,

denoted with brackets [a, b], include the endpoints.

How do you combine multiple intervals in notation?

Multiple intervals can be combined using the union symbol (D). For example, the union of intervals [1,

3] and (5, 7) is written as [1, 3] D (5, 7).

What does the interval notation (—[l, 2] represent?

The interval (-D, 2] represents all real numbers less than or equal to 2.

How can you convert an inequality like x < 4 into interval notation?

The inequality x < 4 is expressed in interval notation as (-D, 4).



What is the interval notation for the solution to the inequality O D X <
59

The solution is represented in interval notation as [0, 5).
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