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The International Thespian Society (ITS) is a prestigious honor society dedicated to recognizing
excellence in theatre arts among high school students. Established in 1929, the ITS has become a
significant platform for young thespians to showcase their talents, connect with peers, and grow in their
artistic endeavors. One of the core components of the society is its network of troupes, each affiliated
with high schools across the globe. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the
International Thespian Society troupe list, exploring its significance, structure, and some notable

troupes.

Understanding the International Thespian Society

The International Thespian Society is part of the Educational Theatre Association (EdTA) and is
committed to promoting the value of theatre education. It serves as a forum for students to collaborate,

create, and perform while receiving recognition for their achievements in theatre arts.

Mission and Values

The mission of the ITS is to promote the importance of theatre education while fostering a love for the

performing arts. The society emphasizes several core values:

- Inclusivity: Encouraging participation from diverse backgrounds and experiences.
- Excellence: Striving for high standards in theatrical performance and production.
- Community: Building a supportive network of students, educators, and theatre professionals.

- Leadership: Developing leadership skills through involvement in theatrical productions.



The Troupe Structure

The theatre troupes within the ITS exhibit a unique structure, each identified by a designated number
and name. These troupes serve as local chapters and are instrumental in organizing activities,

performances, and competitions.

How Troupes Are Formed

Troupes are typically formed within high schools that offer theatre programs. The process includes:

1. Application: Schools must apply for a troupe charter through the ITS.
2. Membership: Once approved, students can join the troupe by meeting specific criteria, such as
participation in school productions.

3. Advisorship: Each troupe is guided by a faculty advisor, usually a drama teacher or theatre director.

Troupe Numbers and Recognition

Each troupe is assigned a unique number upon its chartering. This number is essential for tracking
members and their accomplishments within the society. Troupes can earn points and recognition

through:

- Participation in performances and competitions.
- Attending conferences and festivals.

- Engaging in community service projects related to the arts.



Notable International Thespian Society Troupes

Throughout its history, the ITS has seen the establishment of many remarkable troupes. Below is a list

of some notable troupes that have made significant contributions to the society and the world of

theatre.

1. Troupe 1000 - The First Troupe

Troupe 1000 is recognized as the first-ever troupe chartered by the International Thespian Society.

Founded in 1929, this troupe set the standard for excellence and dedication to theatre arts.

2. Troupe 300 - The Oldest Continuous Troupe

Based in a historic high school, Troupe 300 has been continuously active since its inception. It is

celebrated for its commitment to producing high-quality theatrical performances year after year.

3. Troupe 666 - The ""Dramatic' Troupe

With a playful nod to its number, Troupe 666 is known for its innovative and boundary-pushing
productions. This troupe often tackles challenging themes and has gained recognition in various

competitions.

4. Troupe 502 - A Leader in Community Engagement

Troupe 502 has established itself as a community-oriented troupe, frequently engaging in outreach



programs. They focus on making theatre accessible to underprivileged groups, showcasing the

transformative power of the arts.

5. Troupe 2000 - The Global Troupe

Troupe 2000 stands out for its international collaborations, partnering with schools around the world to

produce cross-cultural theatre projects. This troupe embodies the global spirit of the ITS.

The Importance of Troupe Participation

Participating in an ITS troupe offers numerous benefits for students, including:

- Skill Development: Members enhance their acting, directing, and technical skills through hands-on
experience in productions.

- Networking Opportunities: Students connect with peers, educators, and theatre professionals,
creating valuable relationships for future endeavors.

- Recognition: Membership in a troupe provides students with credentials that can enhance college
applications and career prospects.

- Leadership Experience: Troupe members often take on leadership roles, helping to organize events,

manage productions, and mentor younger students.

Events and Competitions

The International Thespian Society organizes various events and competitions that allow troupes to
showcase their talents on a larger stage. These events foster camaraderie and provide a platform for

students to gain recognition for their hard work.



1. Thespian Festivals

Thespian festivals are held at local, state, and national levels. These festivals include:
- Workshops: Educational sessions led by experienced theatre professionals.

- Performances: Troupes perform selected pieces, often competing for awards.

- Networking Opportunities: Students meet with college representatives and industry professionals.

2. Individual Events

Individual events allow students to showcase their talents independently. Categories may include:

- Monologues: Solo performances demonstrating acting skills.
- Duets: Collaborative performances that highlight teamwork.

- Technical Theatre: Competitions focusing on set design, lighting, and sound.

Getting Involved with the International Thespian Society

For students interested in joining an ITS troupe, the process typically involves:

1. Finding a Troupe: Researching local high schools that have an active ITS troupe.
2. Meeting Requirements: Understanding the eligibility criteria, which may include participation in
school productions.

3. Application Process: Completing any necessary applications or auditions to join the troupe.



Benefits of Joining

By joining an ITS troupe, students can expect to:

- Gain Experience: Participate in live performances and productions.
- Develop Skills: Enhance their acting, writing, and technical skills.

- Build a Portfolio: Create a body of work that can be showcased in college applications or auditions.

Conclusion

The International Thespian Society troupe list represents a vibrant tapestry of young talent dedicated
to the performing arts. Through their involvement in troupes, students not only hone their skills but also
create lasting memories and friendships. As the ITS continues to grow and evolve, its troupes remain
central to fostering a love for theatre and promoting excellence among the next generation of artists.
Whether through local productions, state festivals, or international collaborations, thespians everywhere

are making their mark on the world stage, one performance at a time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the International Thespian Society?

The International Thespian Society (ITS) is an honor society for high school theater students that
recognizes their achievements and promotes excellence in the dramatic arts.

How can | find a list of International Thespian Society troupes?

You can find a list of International Thespian Society troupes by visiting the official ITS website or

contacting your local school district's theater department for information on active troupes.



What are the criteria for starting a new International Thespian Society
troupe?

To start a new ITS troupe, a school must have a theater program, a faculty sponsor, and meet the

membership requirements set by the ITS, including a minimum number of active members.

Are there any notable International Thespian Society alumni?

Yes, many successful actors, directors, and theater professionals are ITS alumni, including stars like

Tom Hanks, Anna Kendrick, and Michelle Williams.

How does a student become a member of the International Thespian
Society?

Students can become members of the International Thespian Society by earning points through

participation in theater productions and activities, which are then submitted by their troupe sponsor.

What benefits do members of the International Thespian Society
receive?

Members of the ITS receive various benefits, including access to scholarships, networking
opportunities, leadership training, and participation in state and national theater festivals.
How often do International Thespian Society troupes meet?

The meeting frequency for ITS troupes varies by school, but most meet regularly to plan events,

rehearse, and discuss upcoming productions, typically on a weekly or bi-weekly basis.
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