
interesting facts about roald dahl for
kids
Interesting facts about Roald Dahl for kids can spark a love for reading and storytelling
among young audiences. Roald Dahl is one of the most beloved authors in the world,
known for his imaginative stories filled with quirky characters and magical adventures.
His tales have captured the hearts of children and adults alike, and his unique style of
writing makes his books unforgettable. In this article, we will explore some fascinating
facts about Roald Dahl that will intrigue kids and encourage them to dive into his
enchanting literary world.

1. Early Life of Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl was born on September 13, 1916, in Llandaff, Wales. He had a fascinating life,
and his early experiences greatly influenced his writing.

1.1 Family Background

- Roald was the son of Norwegian parents, Harald and Sofie Dahl. His heritage played a
significant role in his storytelling.
- He had five siblings, but sadly, his sister Astri passed away when he was just three years
old.
- Dahl's family faced challenges during his childhood, including the loss of his father when
he was only three years old.

1.2 School Days

- Dahl attended several schools, including Llandaff Cathedral School and Repton School,
where he often found himself in trouble for his pranks.
- His experiences at school inspired some of the characters and themes in his books,
including the mischievous children and strict headmasters.
- Roald had a love-hate relationship with school; he often found the teachers to be too
strict, which is reflected in many of his stories.

2. Adventures and Travels

Before becoming a famous author, Roald Dahl had a life full of adventures that inspired his
writing.



2.1 World War II

- During World War II, Dahl served as a fighter pilot in the Royal Air Force (RAF).
- He flew missions over North Africa and the Mediterranean, where he experienced
incredible adventures.
- His wartime experiences taught him about bravery and adventure, which would later
permeate his storytelling.

2.2 Living in America

- After the war, Dahl moved to the United States and settled in California, where he
became friends with several famous people, including movie stars and writers.
- His time in America influenced his writing style and helped him connect with a broader
audience.

3. Writing Career

Roald Dahl's writing career is filled with interesting tidbits that kids will love to know.

3.1 First Book

- Dahl published his first children's book, "The Gremlins," in 1943, which was inspired by
the stories told by RAF pilots.
- Although "The Gremlins" was not as popular as his later works, it marked the beginning
of his incredible journey as a children's author.

3.2 Iconic Books

- Some of Roald Dahl's most famous books include:
1. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory - A delightful tale about a boy who wins a golden
ticket to tour Willy Wonka's magical chocolate factory.
2. Matilda - The story of a brilliant little girl who uses her telekinetic powers to overcome
challenges in her life.
3. The BFG - A whimsical tale about a Big Friendly Giant who befriends a young girl and
captures the essence of friendship.
4. James and the Giant Peach - A fantastical adventure of a boy who travels inside a giant
peach with a group of insects.
5. The Witches - A thrilling story about a boy who discovers a secret society of witches
plotting to get rid of children.



3.3 Unique Writing Style

- Roald Dahl's writing style is characterized by:
- Imaginative Characters: His stories often feature larger-than-life characters, from
charming heroes to quirky villains.
- Humor and Wit: He uses humor to engage readers, making even serious themes
enjoyable.
- Inventive Language: Dahl created many unique words and phrases, making his stories
lively and fun to read.

4. Personal Life

Roald Dahl's personal life was as captivating as his stories.

4.1 Family

- Dahl married actress Patricia Neal in 1953, and they had five children together.
- Tragically, their son, Theo, suffered a severe injury in a car accident, which led Dahl to
invent the "Wishing Chair" to help him through tough times.
- The family faced many challenges, including the loss of Patricia’s daughter, Olivia, to
measles at a young age, which deeply affected Dahl and inspired him to advocate for
children's health.

4.2 Hobbies and Interests

- Besides writing, Dahl had many hobbies:
- He was an avid gardener and loved to grow vegetables and flowers.
- Dahl enjoyed flying and had his pilot's license, which he received after the war.
- He was also a fan of storytelling and often told tales to his children before bedtime.

5. Legacy and Impact

Roald Dahl's legacy continues to thrive, influencing generations of readers.

5.1 Adaptations

- Many of his stories have been adapted into successful films and stage productions,
including:
- Charlie and the Chocolate Factory - Both animated and live-action adaptations have
captured the essence of this beloved tale.



- Matilda the Musical - A vibrant stage adaptation that has won numerous awards.
- The BFG - Brought to life by renowned director Steven Spielberg.

5.2 Charitable Work

- After his passing in 1990, Roald Dahl's family established the Roald Dahl's Marvellous
Children's Charity, which helps seriously ill children and their families.
- The charity continues to make a positive impact, providing support and resources for
children facing health challenges.

6. Fun Facts About Roald Dahl

Here are some fun and quirky facts about Roald Dahl that kids might find amusing:

1. Dahl's Writing Hut: He had a special writing shed in his garden where he wrote most of
his stories. He decorated it with his favorite objects and surrounded himself with
inspiration.
2. Chocolate Lover: Dahl had a deep love for chocolate, which is evident in many of his
stories, especially in "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory."
3. Unique Snacks: While writing, he enjoyed unusual snacks, including chocolate and
peanut butter sandwiches, and he often brewed his own tea.
4. Inventor: Dahl was also an inventor and created several gadgets, including a “chocolate
bar” that could be opened with a special key.
5. Animal Lover: He had a special fondness for animals and often included them in his
stories, like the clever fox in "Fantastic Mr. Fox."

Conclusion

Roald Dahl's life and work are full of interesting facts about Roald Dahl for kids to
discover and enjoy. His stories continue to inspire creativity, imagination, and a love for
reading worldwide. By exploring his life and the whimsical worlds he created, kids can
learn valuable lessons about bravery, friendship, and the importance of dreams. So, dive
into one of Roald Dahl's books today and embark on a magical adventure!

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Roald Dahl's first published book for
children?
Roald Dahl's first published book for children was 'James and the Giant Peach', which was
released in 1961.



Did Roald Dahl have a unique writing process?
Yes! Roald Dahl wrote in a shed at the bottom of his garden, sitting in a special chair and
using a yellow legal pad for his stories.

What inspired many of Roald Dahl's stories?
Many of Roald Dahl's stories were inspired by his own childhood experiences, as well as
his time at boarding school, where he encountered some quirky characters.

Which of Roald Dahl's books features a girl with
magical powers?
The book 'Matilda' features a brilliant girl named Matilda Wormwood, who has telekinetic
powers.

What was Roald Dahl's profession before he became a
famous author?
Before becoming a famous author, Roald Dahl was a fighter pilot during World War II and
also worked as a spy for the British government.

What is a famous phrase that Roald Dahl often used
about children in his stories?
Roald Dahl often celebrated the idea that 'children are the most important people in the
world,' which reflects his love for young readers.

How many languages have Roald Dahl's books been
translated into?
Roald Dahl's books have been translated into over 60 languages, making his stories
accessible to children all around the globe.
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