INTEGRATING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT IN PEACE PROCESSES AND
AGREEMENTS PEACEMAKER TOOLKITS

INTEGRATING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT IN PEACE PROCESSES AND AGREEMENTS PEACEMAKER TOOLKITS IS A CRITICAL STEP
TOWARD ENSURING SUSTAINABLE PEACE AND STARBILITY IN CONFLICT-AFFECTED REGIONS. INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT, OFTEN
RESULTING FROM ARMED CONFLICT, VIOLENCE, HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, OR NATURAL DISASTERS, POSES SIGNIFICANT
CHALLENGES TO PEACEBUILDING EFFORTS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE IMPORTANCE OF ADDRESSING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT IN
PEACE PROCESSES, THE IMPLICATIONS FOR PEACE AGREEMENTS, AND PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR INTEGRATING THE NEEDS OF
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS (|DPS) INTO PEACEMAKER TOOLKITS.

THE IMPORTANCE OF ADDRESSING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT IN PEACE
PROCESSES

INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT AFFECTS MILLIONS OF PEOPLE WORLDW/IDE. ACCORDING TO THE INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT MONITORING
CenTre (IDMC), THERE WERE OVER 50 MILLION INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE GLOBALLY BY THE END OF 2022. THESE
INDIVIDUALS OFTEN FACE NUMEROUS CHALLENGES, INCLUDING LOSS OF LIVELIHOODS, LACK OF ACCESS TO BASIC SERVICES, AND
HEIGHTENED VULNERABILITY TO VIOLENCE AND EXPLOITATION. [GNORING THEIR NEEDS IN PEACE PROCESSES CAN LEAD TO:

® PROLONGED CONFLICT: FAILURE TO ADDRESS THE GRIEVANCES OF IDPS CAN RESULT IN RENEWED VIOLENCE, AS DISPLACED
POPULATIONS OFTEN RETAIN STRONG TIES TO THEIR ORIGINAL COMMUNITIES AND MAY SEEK TO RETURN UNDER UNSAFE
CONDITIONS.

® |NCREASED HUMAN SUFFERING: W/ITHOUT INTEGRATION INTO PEACE PROCESSES, IDPs MAY CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE
MARGINALIZATION, LEADING TO ONGOING HUMANITARIAN CRISES.

® \W/EAKENING OF PEACE AGREEMENTS: PEACE DEALS THAT OVERLOOK THE RIGHTS AND NEEDS OF IDPS MAY BE LESS STABLE

AND FACE CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTATION, AS DISPLACED POPULATIONS ARE ESSENTIAL STAKEHOLDERS IN FOSTERING
LASTING PEACE.

To BUILD INCLUSIVE PEACE PROCESSES, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO RECOGNIZE THE RIGHTS AND NEEDS OF |DPS, ENSURING THEIR VOICES
ARE HEARD AND THEIR CONCERNS ARE INTEGRATED INTO PEACE AGREEMENTS.

Key PRINCIPLES FOR INTEGRATING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT IN PEACE
PROCESSES

INTEGRATING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT INTO PEACE PROCESSES REQUIRES ADHERENCE TO SEVERAL GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

1. INCLUSIVITY

PEACE PROCESSES SHOULD ACTIVELY INCLUDE IDPS AS KEY STAKEHOLDERS. THEIR PERSPECTIVES AND EXPERIENCES CAN PROVIDE
VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE ROOT CAUSES OF CONFLICT AND THE CONDITIONS NECESSARY FOR SUSTAINABLE PEACE. THIS
INCLUSIVITY CAN BE ACHIEVED THROUGH:

e CONSULTATIVE MECHANISMS: ESTABLISHING FORUMS OR PLATFORMS FOR |IDPS TO SHARE THEIR VIEWS AND ENGAGE
\WITH DECISION-MAKERS.



® REPRESENTATION: ENSURING THAT IDPS HAVE A SEAT AT THE NEGOTIATION TABLE, WHETHER THROUGH
REPRESENTATIVES OR DESIGNATED ADVOCACY GROUPS.

2. RIGHTS-BASED APPROACHES

A RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF RECOGNIZING AND PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF IDPs. THIS
INCLUDES:

¢ LEGAL FRAMEWORKS: INCORPORATING INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS, SUCH AS THE UN GUIDING PRINCIPLES ON INTERNAL
DISPLACEMENT, INTO NATIONAL LEGISLATION AND PEACE AGREEMENTS.

e ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISMS: ESTABLISHING SYSTEMS TO HOLD PARTIES ACCOUNTABLE FOR VIOLATIONS OF IDPS’
RIGHTS DURING AND AFTER THE PEACE PROCESS.

3. INTEGRATION OF HUMANITARIAN AND DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS

EFFORTS TO ADDRESS INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT SHOULD BE INTEGRATED WITH HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND LONG-TERM
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES. THIS HOLISTIC APPROACH CAN HELP ENSURE THAT IDPS RECEIVE THE SUPPORT THEY NEED TO
REBUILD THEIR LIVES. KEY STRATEGIES INCLUDE:

1. LINKING RELIEF AND RECOVERY: CREATING TRANSITIONAL PROGRAMS THAT BRIDGE HUMANITARIAN AID WITH DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVES.

2. PROMOTING LOCAL SOLUTIONS: SUPPORTING IDPS’ EFFORTS TO REINTEGRATE INTO THEIR COMMUNITIES THROUGH
LOCAL GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS.

STRATEGIES FOR INTEGRATING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT IN PEACE AGREEMENTS

TO EFFECTIVELY INTEGRATE INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT INTO PEACE PROCESSES AND AGREEMENTS, SEVERAL STRATEGIES CAN BE
EMPLOYED:

1. MAPPING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT DYNAMICS

UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT OF INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT IS CRUCIAL FOR EFFECTIVE INTEGRATION. MAPPING THE DYNAMICS OF
DISPLACEMENT INVOLVES:

® DATA COLLECTION: GATHERING INFORMATION ON THE NUMBER OF |DPS, THEIR NEEDS, AND THE IMPACT OF DISPLACEMENT
ON COMMUNITIES.

® STAKEHOLDER ANALYSIS: IDENTIFYING KEY ACTORS, INCLUDING |DPS, LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES, TO UNDERSTAND THEIR ROLES AND INTERESTS.



2. EsTABLISHING CLEAR PROVISIONS IN PEACE AGREEMENTS

PEACE AGREEMENTS SHOULD CONTAIN SPECIFIC PROVISIONS THAT ADDRESS THE NEEDS AND RIGHTS OF |DPS/ INCLUDING:

® RETURN AND REINTEGRATION: ESTABLISHING FRAMEWORKS FOR THE SAFE RETURN OF IDPs To THEIR HOMES, INCLUDING
SECURITY MEASURES AND SUPPORT FOR RESETTLEMENT.

® ACCESS TO SERVICES: ENSURING THAT IDPS HAVE ACCESS TO ESSENTIAL SERVICES SUCH AS HEALTH CARE, EDUCATION,
AND LIVELIHOODS.

3. BuILDING LocAL CAPACITY

STRENGTHENING THE CAPACITY OF LOCAL ACTORS TO ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF IDPS IS ESSENTIAL FOR SUSTAINABLE PEACE.
THIS CAN BE ACHIEVED THROUGH:

e TRAINING AND SUPPORT: PROVIDING TRAINING TO LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ON THE RIGHTS
AND NEEDS oF |DPs.

® RESOURCE ALLOCATION: MOBILIZING FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL RESOURCES TO SUPPORT LOCAL INITIATIVES AIMED AT
ADDRESSING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT.

DeVELOPING PEACEMAKER T OOLKITS FOR INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT

PEACEMAKER TOOLKITS ARE INSTRUMENTAL IN GUIDING THE INTEGRATION OF INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT INTO PEACE PROCESSES.
THESE TOOLKITS SHOULD INCLUDE:

1. GUIDELINES FOR STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

EFFECTIVE ENGAGEMENT WITH IDPS AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS IS CRUCIAL FOR INCLUSIVE PEACE PROCESSES. GUIDELINES
SHOULD ADDRESS:!

e CONSULTATION PROCESSES: BEST PRACTICES FOR ENGAGING |IDPS IN DIALOGUE AND NEGOTIATIONS.

e COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES: TECHNIQUES FOR DISSEMINATING INFORMATION ABOUT THE PEACE PROCESS TO DISPLACED
POPULATIONS.

2. TooL ForR ASSESSING DISPLACEMENT IMPACT

A COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT TOOL CAN HELP IDENTIFY THE IMPACT OF DISPLACEMENT ON COMMUNITIES AND INFORM PEACE
NEGOTIATIONS. THIS TOOL SHOULD INCLUDE:



® |NDICATORS OF DISPLACEMENT EFFECTS: METRICS TO MEASURE THE SOCIOECONOMIC AND PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACTS OF
DISPLACEMENT.

® STAKEHOLDER MAPPING: TOOLS TO IDENTIFY KEY ACTORS AND THEIR ROLES IN ADDRESSING DISPLACEMENT.

3. FRAMEWORK FOR MONITORING AND EVALUATION

EFFECTIVE MONITORING AND EVALUATION FRAMEWORKS ARE NECESSARY TO ASSESS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PEACE AGREEMENTS
CONCERNING IDPs. THESE FRAMEWORKS SHOULD INCLUDE:

® PERFORMANCE INDICATORS: METRICS TO EVALUATE PROGRESS ON COMMITMENTS MADE TO IDPS IN PEACE AGREEMENTS.

o FEEDBACK MECHANISMS: SYSTEMS FOR IDPS TO PROVIDE INPUT ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERVENTIONS AND POLICIES.

CONCLUSION

INTEGRATING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT INTO PEACE PROCESSES AND AGREEMENTS IS NOT JUST A MORAL IMPERATIVE, IT IS
ESSENTIAL FOR ACHIEVING LASTING PEACE AND STABILITY IN CONFLICT-AFFECTED REGIONS. BY ADOPTING INCLUSIVE, RIGHTS-
BASED APPROACHES AND UTILIZING EFFECTIVE PEACEMAKER TOOLKITS, STAKEHOLDERS CAN ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF IDPs AND
BUILD A FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE PEACE. AS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO GRAPPLE WITH THE
CHALLENGES OF DISPLACEMENT, IT IS CRUCIAL TO PRIORITIZE THE VOICES OF THOSE MOST AFFECTED, ENSURING THAT THEIR
RIGHTS AND NEEDS ARE AT THE FOREFRONT OF PEACEBUILDING EFFORTS. THROUGH COLLABORATIVE AND INFORMED STRATEGIES,
WE CAN FOSTER ENVIRONMENTS WHERE ALL INDIVIDUALS, INCLUDING INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS, CAN THRIVE AND
CONTRIBUTE TO A PEACEFUL FUTURE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF INTEGRATING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT INTO PEACE
PROCESSES?

INTEGRATING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT INTO PEACE PROCESSES IS CRUCIAL AS IT ADDRESSES THE NEEDS AND RIGHTS OF
DISPLACED POPULATIONS, ENSURING THEIR VOICES ARE HEARD. THIS INCLUSION FOSTERS SOCIAL COHESION AND STABILITY,
MAKING PEACE AGREEMENTS MORE COMPREHENSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE.

How CAN PEACE AGREEMENTS EFFECTIVELY ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF INTERNALLY
DISPLACED PERSONS (IDPs)?

PEACE AGREEMENTS CAN ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF IDPS BY INCORPORATING SPECIFIC PROVISIONS FOR THEIR PROTECTION,
ASSISTANCE, AND PARTICIPATION IN THE RECOVERY PROCESS. THIS INCLUDES ACCESS TO BASIC SERVICES, HOUSING, AND LEGAL
RECOGNITION, AS WELL AS MECHANISMS FOR THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN DECISION-MAKING.

\W/HAT ROLE DO LOCAL COMMUNITIES PLAY IN INTEGRATING IDPS INTO PEACE
PROCESSES?

LOCAL COMMUNITIES PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN INTEGRATING IDPS INTO PEACE PROCESSES BY FACILITATING DIALOGUE,



SUPPORTING REINTEGRATION EFFORTS, AND PROMOTING SOCIAL COHESION. THEIR INVOLVEMENT HELPS TO ADDRESS LOCAL
GRIEVANCES AND FOSTERS A SENSE OF OWNERSHIP IN THE PEACEBUILDING PROCESS.

WHAT CHALLENGES DO PEACE NEGOTIATORS FACE WHEN ADDRESSING INTERNAL
DISPLACEMENT?

PEACE NEGOTIATORS FACE CHALLENGES SUCH AS COMPETING INTERESTS AMONG STAKEHOLDERS, LACK OF RELIABLE DATA ON
IDP POPULATIONS, AND THE COMPLEXITY OF ADDRESSING HISTORICAL GRIEVANCES. ADDITIONALLY, ENSURING SUFFICIENT
RESOURCES AND POLITICAL WILL TO IMPLEMENT |IDP-RELATED PROVISIONS CAN BE DIFFICULT.

\WHAT TOOLS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PEACE PRACTITIONERS TO INTEGRATE IDP CONCERNS
INTO PEACE AGREEMENTS?

PEACE PRACTITIONERS CAN UTILIZE TOOLS SUCH AS CONFLICT ANALYSIS FRAMEWORKS, STAKEHOLDER MAPPING, AND
PARTICIPATORY APPROACHES THAT INCLUDE IDPS IN CONSULTATIONS. ADDITIONALLY, GUIDELINES AND BEST PRACTICES FROM
ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE UN AND NGOS CAN HELP SHAPE INCLUSIVE AGREEMENTS.

How CAN MONITORING AND EVALUATION CONTRIBUTE TO THE INTEGRATION OF IDPs IN
PEACE PROCESSES?

MONITORING AND EVALUATION CAN CONTRIBUTE BY ASSESSING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF IDP-RELATED PROVISIONS IN PEACE
AGREEMENTS, IDENTIFYING GAPS, AND ENSURING ACCOUNTABILITY. THIS PROCESS HELPS TO ADAPT STRATEGIES BASED ON
FEEDBACK FROM |DPs AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES, ENHANCING THE OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS OF PEACE INITIATIVES.
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