
inspector morse the dead of jericho

inspector morse the dead of jericho is a captivating entry in the world of detective fiction, showcasing the
unique character of Inspector Morse, created by author Colin Dexter. This novel, first published in 1981, is
not only a compelling mystery but also a profound exploration of human relationships, the nuances of crime,
and the intricacies of the English countryside. The story revolves around the murder of a local woman in the
idyllic neighborhood of Jericho, Oxford, and Morse's relentless pursuit of the truth. This article will delve
into the plot, characters, themes, and the impact of "The Dead of Jericho," providing a thorough understanding
of its significance in the Inspector Morse series.
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Overview of "The Dead of Jericho"

"The Dead of Jericho" is the third novel in the Inspector Morse series, set against the backdrop of Oxford, a city
known for its rich history and academic prestige. The novel introduces readers to the intricate world of Morse,
a detective characterized by his intelligence, love for classical music, and a somewhat misanthropic demeanor.
Throughout the book, Morse grapples with personal conflicts and moral dilemmas while attempting to solve
the murder of a young woman, which serves as a catalyst for revealing deeper societal issues.

The Setting

The story is primarily set in Jericho, a picturesque area of Oxford, with its charming streets and vibrant
community. The setting plays a crucial role in establishing the atmosphere of the novel, contrasting the serene
environment with the dark undertones of murder and betrayal. The detailed descriptions of the locale enrich the
narrative, allowing readers to visualize the scenes and immerse themselves in the story.

Main Characters

The characters in "The Dead of Jericho" are pivotal to the development of the plot and provide depth to the
narrative. Each character is meticulously crafted, contributing to the richness of the story.

Inspector Morse

Inspector Morse is the protagonist, a complex character with a keen intellect and a penchant for solving
puzzles. His character is marked by a combination of arrogance and vulnerability, making him relatable yet
enigmatic. Morse's personal struggles, particularly his relationships with women and his obsession with
classical music, add layers to his character, making him one of the most memorable detectives in literature.



Other Key Characters

Detective Sergeant Lewis: Morse's loyal assistant, who balances Morse's eccentricities with
practicality.

Mrs. Margaret Tully: The victim, whose life and relationships are central to understanding the mystery.

Dr. Richard and Mrs. Richard: Neighbors who provide insights into the victim's life and contribute to the
unfolding investigation.

Professor McLennan: A significant character whose connections to the victim become pivotal in
unraveling the mystery.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with the discovery of Mrs. Margaret Tully's body, a well-respected member of the Jericho
community. As Inspector Morse delves into the investigation, he uncovers a web of secrets that entwine several
characters. The plot thickens as Morse navigates through the complexities of the victim's personal life,
including her relationships and past traumas.

The Investigation

Morse's investigation reveals multiple potential suspects, each with their own motives for wanting Mrs. Tully
dead. The investigation is marked by Morse's characteristic methodical approach, where he often relies on
intuition and the psychological profiles of the suspects. This approach highlights the contrast between
Morse's intellectual prowess and the emotional aspects of human behavior.

Thematic Elements


