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informational reading comprehension biography of thurgood marshall answer key is an essential

resource for educators and students alike, providing insights into the life and accomplishments of one

of America's most significant figures in civil rights history. Thurgood Marshall, the first African American

Supreme Court Justice, dedicated his life to fighting for equality and justice. This article will explore his

early life, educational journey, key legal victories, and lasting legacy, offering a comprehensive

understanding of his contributions. Additionally, it will include an answer key to common questions

related to his biography, which can enhance reading comprehension efforts in educational settings.
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Early Life and Education

Thurgood Marshall was born on July 2, 1908, in Baltimore, Maryland. He was the son of Charles and

Nora Marshall, who instilled in him the values of education and social justice from a young age.



Growing up in a segregated society, Marshall experienced firsthand the racial discrimination that would

shape his future pursuits. His early education took place at the local public schools, where he excelled

academically despite the challenges of systemic racism.

After graduating from high school, Marshall attended Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, a historically

black college. There, he was inspired by the teachings of leaders like W.E.B. Du Bois and Charles

Hamilton Houston, who emphasized the importance of legal advocacy in the fight for civil rights.

Marshall graduated in 1930 and subsequently applied to the University of Maryland School of Law,

where he faced rejection due to his race. This experience fueled his determination to pursue a legal

career dedicated to civil rights.

In 1933, he enrolled at Howard University School of Law, where he studied under Charles Hamilton

Houston, who became his mentor. Marshall graduated at the top of his class in 1933, equipping him

with the knowledge and skills necessary to challenge the injustices of his time. His education laid a

solid foundation for his future contributions to American law and civil rights.

Legal Career and Major Cases

After completing his education, Thurgood Marshall began his legal career with the NAACP (National

Association for the Advancement of Colored People) in 1936. His work focused on dismantling

segregation and fighting for the rights of African Americans through legal channels. Marshall's most

notable case came in 1954 when he served as chief counsel in the landmark Supreme Court case

Brown v. Board of Education. This case challenged the constitutionality of racial segregation in public

schools, and Marshall's arguments were pivotal in the Court's unanimous decision to declare

segregation unconstitutional.

Marshall's legal career was marked by several other significant cases, including:

Smith v. Allwright (1944): This case challenged the exclusion of African Americans from



primary elections in Texas.

McLaurin v. Oklahoma State Regents (1950): This case addressed racial segregation in higher

education.

Brown II (1955): Following the Brown v. Board of Education decision, this case dealt with the

implementation of desegregation in schools.

Through these cases, Marshall demonstrated his commitment to civil rights and social justice,

advocating for the principle that “equal protection under the law” must apply to all Americans,

regardless of race.

Supreme Court Tenure

In 1967, Thurgood Marshall made history by becoming the first African American appointed to the

Supreme Court. His tenure lasted until 1991, during which he authored numerous influential opinions

and was a staunch advocate for individual rights and equality. Marshall's judicial philosophy was rooted

in the belief that the Constitution should be interpreted in a way that reflects contemporary values and

societal needs.

During his time on the Supreme Court, Marshall was involved in several important rulings, including:

Roe v. Wade (1973): Marshall supported the right to privacy, which encompassed a woman's

right to choose an abortion.

United States v. Nixon (1974): He upheld the principle that no one, not even the President, is

above the law.



Wallace v. Jaffree (1985): Marshall ruled against prayer in public schools, reinforcing the

separation of church and state.

Marshall's contributions to the Court were significant in shaping modern civil rights law and advancing

the cause of justice for marginalized communities. His commitment to equality and his belief in the

power of the law to effect social change remain influential today.

Legacy and Impact

Thurgood Marshall's legacy extends far beyond his time on the Supreme Court. He is remembered as

a trailblazer for civil rights, whose work laid the groundwork for future generations to continue the fight

for equality. His contributions to the legal field have inspired countless attorneys and activists

dedicated to social justice.

Marshall's impact is evident in various ways:

Educational Institutions: Many schools and universities have been named in his honor, ensuring

that his legacy lives on in the education of future leaders.

Legal Advocacy: His successful legal strategies continue to guide civil rights lawyers in their

efforts to combat discrimination and inequality.

Public Awareness: Marshall's story has been featured in books, documentaries, and films, raising

awareness about the struggle for civil rights in America.

Through his dedication and achievements, Thurgood Marshall has become a symbol of the ongoing



fight for justice and equality, reminding us of the importance of standing up against oppression in all its

forms.

Answer Key for Reading Comprehension

The following is an answer key for common questions related to the biography of Thurgood Marshall,

designed to enhance reading comprehension for students and educators.

What were Thurgood Marshall's early influences? Marshall was influenced by his parents' values

of education and social justice, as well as the teachings of leaders like W.E.B. Du Bois.

What was the significance of Brown v. Board of Education? This landmark case declared racial

segregation in public schools unconstitutional, marking a pivotal moment in the civil rights

movement.

What was Marshall's role in the NAACP? He served as chief counsel, leading several key legal

battles against racial discrimination.

What philosophies guided Marshall's decisions on the Supreme Court? He believed in interpreting

the Constitution in a way that reflects contemporary values and the necessity for justice.

How has Marshall's legacy continued to influence society? His work has inspired ongoing civil

rights advocacy, educational initiatives, and public awareness of social justice issues.



Q: What is the main focus of Thurgood Marshall's legal career?

A: The main focus of Thurgood Marshall's legal career was to dismantle segregation and fight for civil

rights through the legal system, advocating for equality under the law.

Q: How did Thurgood Marshall's early experiences shape his career?

A: Thurgood Marshall's early experiences with racial discrimination and his parents' emphasis on

education and justice significantly shaped his commitment to civil rights and legal advocacy.

Q: What impact did Marshall have on the Supreme Court?

A: Thurgood Marshall had a profound impact on the Supreme Court by advocating for individual rights,

equality, and interpreting the Constitution in a way that promoted social justice.

Q: In what ways is Thurgood Marshall commemorated today?

A: Thurgood Marshall is commemorated through educational institutions named after him, public

awareness campaigns, and his representation in various media highlighting his contributions to civil

rights.

Q: What is one of Marshall's most famous legal victories?

A: One of Marshall's most famous legal victories is Brown v. Board of Education, which led to the

desegregation of public schools in America.
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