in the year of the boar and jackie robinson

in the year of the boar and jackie robinson marks a significant cultural moment in literature and
history, intertwining the themes of identity, perseverance, and the breaking of barriers. This article
explores the celebrated children's book "In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson" by Bette Bao
Lord, which is set against the backdrop of Jackie Robinson's groundbreaking entry into Major
League Baseball. The story follows a young Chinese girl named Shirley Temple Wong, who navigates
her new life in America during the 1940s, capturing the complexities of immigration, adaptation, and
the impact of sports on societal change. We will delve into the key themes of the book, the historical
context of Jackie Robinson's achievements, and the lasting influence this narrative has had on
readers and society.
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Overview of "In the Year of the Boar and Jackie
Robinson"

"In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson" was published in 1984 and has since become a classic
in children's literature. The story is narrated by Shirley Temple Wong, a young Chinese immigrant
who struggles to fit in after moving to Brooklyn, New York, in the early 1940s. The novel is set
during the year of the boar in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing the themes of courage and resilience.

The narrative effectively intertwines Shirley's personal growth with the broader cultural and
historical themes of the time. As Shirley learns to navigate her new environment, she becomes
captivated by baseball, particularly by Jackie Robinson, who breaks the color barrier in Major
League Baseball. Through her love for the sport and admiration for Robinson, Shirley finds her place
in a new world, highlighting the transformative power of sports and community.

The book is acclaimed for its rich storytelling and its ability to address complex themes such as
identity, belonging, and the immigrant experience in a relatable manner for young readers. The
character of Shirley Temple Wong embodies the struggles of many immigrants, making her story
resonate with audiences of all backgrounds.



Jackie Robinson: A Historical Perspective

Jackie Robinson, born on January 31, 1919, was not only a remarkable baseball player but also a
significant figure in American history. He became the first African American to play in Major League
Baseball in the modern era when he debuted for the Brooklyn Dodgers on April 15, 1947. His entry
into the league was a pivotal moment in the fight against racial segregation in sports and society.

Robinson’s journey to the Major Leagues was fraught with challenges, including racism and
discrimination. Yet, his extraordinary talent, determination, and resilience allowed him to excel on
the field. He quickly became a key player for the Dodgers and won numerous awards, including the
Rookie of the Year in 1947 and the National League Most Valuable Player in 1949. His impact
extended beyond baseball; he became a symbol of the civil rights movement, advocating for social
justice and equality.

Robinson's significance in "In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson" serves as a source of
inspiration for Shirley. His achievements represent hope and perseverance, encouraging children
like Shirley to overcome their own obstacles and embrace their identities. The book captures the
essence of Robinson’s legacy, illustrating how sports can serve as a unifying force in a divided
society.

Thematic Elements of the Book

Several key themes emerge from "In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson," each contributing to
the depth and richness of the narrative. Understanding these themes enhances the reader's
appreciation of the characters and their journeys.

Identity and Belonging

One of the central themes of the book is the search for identity and a sense of belonging. Shirley
Wong's experience as a Chinese immigrant reflects the struggles many face when adapting to a new
culture. Her journey illustrates the challenges of maintaining one's cultural heritage while trying to
fit into a different society. The character's growth throughout the novel highlights the importance of
embracing one’s identity and the complexities involved in doing so.

Perseverance and Resilience

The novel also emphasizes perseverance and resilience in the face of adversity. Shirley encounters
various challenges, from language barriers to cultural misunderstandings, yet she learns to navigate
these obstacles with courage. This theme resonates with readers as it encourages them to face their
own difficulties with determination, much like Jackie Robinson did in his career.



The Power of Community

Community plays a vital role in both Shirley's life and Jackie Robinson's journey. The support from
her family and friends helps Shirley adjust to her new life, while Robinson’s integration into the
Dodgers not only changes the team but also the landscape of American sports. The book
demonstrates how communities can uplift individuals, fostering a sense of belonging and
encouraging personal growth.

Impact on Readers and Society

"In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson" has left a lasting impact on readers since its
publication. The book serves as an important educational tool, providing insights into the immigrant
experience and the history of racial integration in sports. It encourages young readers to consider
themes of diversity, acceptance, and the significance of standing up against injustice.

The story's relatable characters and engaging narrative have made it a staple in schools and
libraries, sparking discussions about cultural identity and the power of sports in fostering
understanding across different communities. The book is often used in classrooms to help children
explore these themes, encouraging empathy and respect for diverse backgrounds.

Furthermore, the legacy of Jackie Robinson continues to inspire new generations, reinforcing the
importance of equality and social justice. His story, as depicted in this novel, encourages readers to
follow their passions and advocate for change, making it relevant even today.

Conclusion

"In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson" is more than just a children's book; it is a poignant
exploration of identity, resilience, and community, set against a backdrop of significant historical
events. Bette Bao Lord's narrative intertwines the life of a young immigrant girl with the
groundbreaking achievements of Jackie Robinson, illustrating how sports can transcend cultural
barriers and inspire hope. This story resonates with readers of all ages, offering valuable lessons
about perseverance and the importance of embracing one's identity. As we reflect on the lessons
from Shirley's journey and Jackie Robinson's legacy, we recognize the enduring power of storytelling
to shape our understanding of history and humanity.

Q: What is the main storyline of "In the Year of the Boar and
Jackie Robinson"?

A: The story follows Shirley Temple Wong, a young Chinese immigrant who moves to Brooklyn and
navigates her new life while finding inspiration in Jackie Robinson, the first African American Major
League Baseball player.



Q: Why is Jackie Robinson significant in the context of the
book?

A: Jackie Robinson represents resilience and breaking barriers, serving as a source of inspiration for
Shirley as she struggles with her identity and belonging in a new country.

Q: What themes are explored in "In the Year of the Boar and
Jackie Robinson"?

A: The book explores themes of identity, belonging, perseverance, resilience, and the impact of
community, reflecting the immigrant experience and the significance of sports in promoting social
change.

Q: How does the book address the immigrant experience?

A: The book portrays the challenges faced by Shirley Wong as a Chinese immigrant, highlighting
cultural differences, language barriers, and the search for acceptance in a new environment.

Q: What age group is "In the Year of the Boar and Jackie
Robinson" suitable for?

A: The book is primarily aimed at middle-grade readers, typically ages 8 to 12, but its themes
resonate with a broader audience, making it suitable for all ages.

Q: How has the book influenced discussions about race and
identity?

A: The book has become an important educational resource, sparking discussions about diversity,
acceptance, and the history of racial integration in America, particularly in the context of sports.

Q: Can "In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson" be used
in educational settings?

A: Yes, the book is frequently used in schools to teach about cultural diversity, the immigrant
experience, and the civil rights movement, making it a valuable addition to educational curricula.

Q: What impact did Jackie Robinson have on sports and
society?

A: Jackie Robinson's impact was profound as he broke the color barrier in Major League Baseball,
paving the way for future generations of athletes and promoting civil rights and social justice.



Q: What lessons can readers take away from Shirley's story?

A: Readers can learn about the importance of perseverance, embracing one's identity, and the power
of community support in overcoming challenges, as illustrated by Shirley's experiences.
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