
in the blink of an eye revised 2nd
edition
In the Blink of an Eye Revised 2nd Edition is a profound exploration of the
art of film editing by renowned filmmaker Walter Murch. This second edition
delves deeper into the intricacies of editing, offering insights not only
into the technical aspects but also into the philosophical and emotional
implications of the craft. Murch, an Oscar-winning editor known for his work
on films such as Apocalypse Now and The English Patient, brings his vast
experience and unique perspective to the discussion, making this book an
essential read for anyone interested in the world of cinema.

Understanding Film Editing

Film editing is often referred to as the invisible art. It is the process of
selecting and combining shots to create a coherent narrative. Murch
emphasizes that editing is not just about cutting scenes together; it’s about
shaping the viewer's experience and guiding their emotions. In this revised
edition, he expands on several key concepts that are vital for understanding
the role of editing in filmmaking.

The Editor's Role

Murch describes the editor as a storyteller who works closely with the
director to craft the final product. The editor's role includes:

1. Interpreting the Script: The editor must understand the director’s vision
and the story’s essence.
2. Selecting Footage: This involves reviewing hours of raw footage to find
the best takes that convey the mood and message of the film.
3. Pacing and Rhythm: Editors control the speed of the narrative, determining
how quickly or slowly scenes unfold.
4. Creating Emotional Impact: The editor shapes the audience's emotional
journey through careful selection and arrangement of shots.

The Science Behind Editing

In this edition, Murch draws parallels between editing and the study of
neuroscience. He discusses how the human brain processes visual information
and how this understanding can influence the editing process. Key points
include:

- The Blink Response: Murch notes that the average human blink lasts about



1/10th of a second, and he argues that this is the ideal duration for a cut
in film. This insight reflects the natural rhythm of human perception.
- Memory and Association: Murch explains how editing can manipulate memory
and create associations that engage viewers on a deeper level.

Techniques and Strategies

Murch outlines various techniques and strategies that editors can use to
enhance storytelling. These techniques are not just mechanical but also
artistic choices that significantly affect how a film is perceived.

Cutting on Action

One of the primary techniques discussed is "cutting on action." This
technique involves making cuts during a movement, which helps to create a
seamless transition between shots. This method can:

- Maintain momentum and energy in a scene.
- Keep the audience engaged by reducing the perception of time between cuts.

The 180-Degree Rule

Murch emphasizes the importance of spatial continuity in film, often referred
to as the 180-degree rule. This rule dictates that the camera should stay on
one side of an imaginary axis to maintain a consistent spatial relationship
between characters. Breaking this rule can confuse the audience and disrupt
the narrative flow.

Sound and Editing

In the revised edition, Murch explores the relationship between sound and
editing. He asserts that sound is just as crucial as the visual elements in
storytelling. Key points include:

- Sound Bridges: These are audio transitions that can connect two scenes,
providing continuity and enhancing emotional impact.
- The Role of Silence: Murch highlights the power of silence in film,
suggesting that it can create tension and draw attention to pivotal moments.



The Emotional Landscape of Editing

Editing is not just a technical endeavor; it is also an emotional one. Murch
discusses how editors can manipulate emotions through the choices they make.

Building Tension and Release

Murch describes the process of building tension and then providing release as
a crucial aspect of editing. This can be achieved through:

- Timing: The duration of shots can create suspense.
- Juxtaposition: Placing contrasting scenes next to each other can evoke
strong emotional responses.

Character Development Through Editing

The way a character is edited can significantly influence how the audience
perceives them. Murch provides strategies for developing characters through
editing techniques, such as:

- Point of View Shots: These shots can immerse the audience in a character’s
experience.
- Reaction Shots: Including a character’s reaction can enhance emotional
engagement and understanding.

Case Studies and Analysis

The revised edition includes several case studies that illustrate Murch's
editing principles in action. By analyzing well-known films, he demonstrates
how effective editing can elevate storytelling.

Apocalypse Now

Murch’s work on Apocalypse Now serves as a prime example. He discusses how he
used editing to convey the chaos of war and the psychological struggles of
the characters. Key aspects include:

- The Use of Surreal Cuts: These cuts helped to reflect the disorientation
experienced by the characters.
- Symbolic Juxtaposition: Murch often placed contrasting imagery next to one
another to deepen thematic elements.



The English Patient

In discussing The English Patient, Murch highlights how editing helped to
weave together multiple timelines and perspectives. His techniques included:

- Flashbacks: Skillful editing allowed for seamless transitions between past
and present, enriching character backstories.
- Emotional Anchors: Specific shots were used to evoke particular emotions,
guiding the audience through the narrative’s complexities.

Conclusion

In the Blink of an Eye Revised 2nd Edition is more than just a manual for
aspiring editors; it is a philosophical treatise on the nature of
storytelling through film. Walter Murch’s insights into the emotional and
psychological aspects of editing make this work a vital resource for
filmmakers, students, and anyone interested in the art of cinema. His ability
to blend technical knowledge with artistic sensibility provides readers with
a comprehensive understanding of how powerful editing can transform a film
from mere footage into a compelling narrative experience.

Whether you are a seasoned professional or a novice, Murch’s principles can
help you refine your craft and enhance your storytelling abilities. This
revised edition encourages readers to think critically about the choices they
make in the editing room, ultimately fostering a deeper appreciation for the
art of film editing as a whole.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'In the Blink of an Eye,
Revised 2nd Edition'?
The main theme revolves around the profound impact of time on our lives and
the importance of perception and experience within that time.

Who is the author of 'In the Blink of an Eye,
Revised 2nd Edition'?
The book is authored by renowned filmmaker Walter Murch.

What new insights does the revised edition offer



compared to the original?
The revised edition includes updated reflections on the evolution of film
editing techniques and more recent technological advancements in the
industry.

Is 'In the Blink of an Eye, Revised 2nd Edition'
suitable for beginners in film editing?
Yes, the book is accessible to beginners as it explains fundamental concepts
of editing alongside deeper philosophical insights.

What unique perspective does Walter Murch provide in
his book?
Walter Murch offers a unique blend of technical knowledge and philosophical
musings on the art of editing, emphasizing the emotional experience of film.

How does Murch relate editing to human perception?
Murch discusses how editing shapes the audience's perception of time and
reality, drawing parallels between the editing process and the way humans
perceive and remember experiences.

Are there practical examples or techniques included
in the book?
Yes, the book includes practical examples and techniques drawn from Murch's
extensive career in film editing.

What type of readers would benefit most from this
book?
Film students, aspiring editors, and anyone interested in the art of
storytelling through visual media would benefit greatly from this book.

Does the book discuss the emotional impact of
editing on storytelling?
Yes, Murch emphasizes the emotional power of editing and how it can
significantly influence the narrative and the audience's emotional response.

What is the significance of the title 'In the Blink
of an Eye'?
The title signifies the fleeting nature of time and moments in film,



highlighting how quickly perceptions can change and how critical editing is
to that experience.
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