important quotes in things fall apart

Important Quotes in Things Fall Apart serve as critical reflections of the themes, characters, and cultural
contexts within Chinua Achebe's seminal work. "Things Fall Apart," published in 1958, is a cornerstone of
African literature, exploring the life of Okonkwo, a respected leader in the Igbo community, and the
societal changes brought about by colonialism and missionary activities. The novel is rich with proverbs,
sayings, and poignant dialogues that encapsulate the essence of Igbo culture and the tragic disintegration of
a society faced with external pressures. This article delves into important quotes from the text, analyzing

their significance and the broader themes they represent.

Understanding the Context of the Quotes

To fully appreciate the importance of quotes from "Things Fall Apart," it is essential to understand the
historical and cultural context of the novel. Set in pre-colonial Nigeria, Achebe portrays the rich traditions,
values, and social structures of the Igbo people. As colonial forces begin to encroach upon their land, the

traditional way of life is threatened, leading to internal conflicts and identity crises.

Achebe employs proverbs, metaphors, and dialogues to convey complex ideas succinctly. These quotes not
only provide insight into the characters' motivations but also reflect the broader themes of masculinity, fate,

colonialism, and cultural clash.

Significant Quotes and Their Analysis

1. "An angry man is always a man who is not in control of his emotions."

This quote speaks volumes about Okonkwo's character and his struggles with masculinity. Throughout the
novel, Okonkwo is portrayed as a man deeply concerned with his reputation and the expectations of
masculinity. His anger often leads to rash decisions, illustrating the dangers of allowing emotions to dictate
actions. This quote serves as a warning against the loss of self-control, highlighting one of the novel's core

messages: the importance of emotional intelligence.

2. "The things that made a man were the things that a man did."

This statement encapsulates the traditional Igbo understanding of masculinity. For Okonkwo, actions define

worth and status, and he equates success with strength, bravery, and achievement. The pressure to



conform to this ideal ultimately drives him to extremes, leading to tragic consequences. This quote
emphasizes how societal expectations can shape individual behavior and identity, often with detrimental

effects.

3. "He who brings kola brings life."

Kola nuts hold significant cultural importance in Igbo society, symbolizing hospitality, friendship, and
respect. This proverb reflects the values of community and the importance of social rituals. The act of
sharing kola serves as a means of building relationships and fostering unity. This quote reminds readers of

the interconnectedness of individuals within a society and the foundational role of communal ties.

4. "The law of the land is the law of the land."

This quote highlights the theme of justice and the rigid structures within Igbo society. It illustrates how
deeply ingrained cultural norms dictate behavior and the consequences of deviating from these norms. The
emphasis on law and order underscores the importance of community cohesion, but it also raises questions
about justice and fairness, especially as colonial forces introduce new laws that conflict with traditional

practices.

5. "A man who uses force is afraid of reasoning."

This insightful observation critiques the reliance on violence as a means of asserting power. Okonkwo's
character embodies this notion, as he often resorts to aggression to maintain control and assert his
dominance. The quote suggests that true strength lies in the ability to engage in dialogue and reason, a

theme that resonates throughout the novel as the Igbo community faces the challenges of colonialism.

6. "You cannot take away a man's title."

Titles in Igbo culture signify status, achievement, and respect. This quote underscores the importance of
reputation and honor within the community. It speaks to the struggles faced by Okonkwo as he grapples
with his identity and the fear of losing his status. The idea that titles cannot be stripped away reflects a

deeper understanding of personal integrity and the legacy one leaves behind.



7. "The white man is very clever. He came quietly and peaceably with

his religion. We were amused at his foolishness and allowed him to rest."

This quote is pivotal in understanding the colonial encounter from the perspective of the Igbo people. It
illustrates the initial underestimation of the colonial threat, as well as the gradual realization of the
consequences of complacency. The phrase "very clever" reveals a grudging respect for the tactics employed
by the colonizers, while also highlighting the naivety of the Igbo in dismissing the significance of the

changes brought about by colonialism.

8. "To show affection was a sign of weakness; the only thing worth

demonstrating was strength."

This quote reflects the rigid gender roles and expectations surrounding masculinity in Igbo culture.
Okonkwo's belief that showing emotion equates to weakness drives many of his actions and decisions. The
societal pressure to conform to these ideals leads to a lack of emotional connection, ultimately resulting in
isolation and tragedy. This quote serves as a critical commentary on the dangers of toxic masculinity and

the need for emotional expression.

Thematic Resonance of the Quotes

The quotes discussed above encapsulate several overarching themes within "Things Fall Apart." These

include:

1. Masculinity and Identity: Okonkwo's struggle with his masculine identity is a central theme, and the
quotes reflect his internal conflict and societal pressures.

2. Cultural Tradition versus Change: The tension between maintaining traditional values and adapting to
new realities is evident in the quotes, particularly in the context of colonialism.

3. Community and Relationships: The importance of communal ties and social rituals is emphasized through
proverbs and sayings, highlighting the interconnectedness of individuals in Igbo society.

4. Justice and Order: The quotes reflect the significance of law and justice within the community, as well

as the challenges posed by colonial legal systems.

Conclusion

In "Things Fall Apart,” Chinua Achebe masterfully weaves together important quotes that resonate with

the reader, offering profound insights into the human experience, culture, and the consequences of change.



Through the lens of Okonkwo's life and the Igbo community, Achebe illustrates the complexities of
identity, tradition, and the often painful intersections of different cultures. The quotes serve not only as
reflections of individual characters and their struggles but also as timeless lessons about the human
condition, making the novel a rich text for analysis and understanding. By examining these quotes, readers
gain a deeper appreciation for Achebe's work and the enduring relevance of its themes in contemporary

society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the quote 'Things fall apart; the center cannot
hold’ in the context of the novel?

This quote encapsulates the central theme of the novel, highlighting the disintegration of Igbo society and
culture under colonial pressure. It reflects the chaos and loss of identity experienced by the characters,

particularly Okonkwo, as traditional values clash with new influences.

How does the quote 'The only thing worth doing is what you do for

yourself' reflect Okonkwo's character?

This quote illustrates Okonkwo's belief in personal strength and self-reliance, which drives his actions
throughout the novel. It emphasizes his struggle to assert his identity and achieve success, often leading

him to harsh decisions that alienate him from his family and community.

What does the quote 'A man who makes trouble for others is also making
trouble for himself' suggest about communal life in Igbo culture?

This quote highlights the interconnectedness of individuals within the Igbo community. It underscores the
importance of harmony and the consequences of one's actions on the collective, suggesting that personal

conflicts can disrupt communal stability and well-being.

In what way does the quote 'He has no mother' serve as a commentary
on masculinity in 'Things Fall Apart'?
This quote reflects the societal expectations of masculinity in Igbo culture, where strength and toughness

are revered. It implies that lacking maternal influence equates to a deficiency in emotional depth,

reinforcing the toxic ideals of masculinity that Okonkwo struggles against throughout the story.



What role does the quote "You will be cast out of the clan like a fish out of

water' play in illustrating the theme of exile?

This quote symbolizes the fear of exile and the profound consequences it has on identity within the Igbo
culture. For Okonkwo, being cast out represents not only personal failure but also a loss of status and

connection to his community, which drives much of his tragic trajectory in the novel.
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