
important quotes from tale of two
cities
Important Quotes from "A Tale of Two Cities" are not merely memorable lines;
they are reflections of the profound themes and character developments woven
into Charles Dickens' historical novel. Published in 1859, "A Tale of Two
Cities" is set against the backdrop of the French Revolution and explores
themes of resurrection, sacrifice, and the struggle for justice. The novel’s
quotes encapsulate the essence of these themes, offering insights into the
human condition during times of turmoil. This article will delve into some of
the most significant quotes from the novel and analyze their meanings and
implications.

Key Themes Reflected in the Quotes

Before diving into specific quotes, it's essential to understand the primary
themes of the novel that these quotes illuminate.

1. Resurrection and Transformation
The theme of resurrection is central to the story, symbolizing hope and the
possibility of change.

2. Sacrifice
Sacrifice is a recurring motif, highlighting the lengths to which individuals
will go for love and justice.

3. Social Injustice and Revolution
The stark divide between the rich and the poor is a catalyst for the
revolutionary fervor that drives the narrative.

Important Quotes and Their Analysis

Now, let’s look at some of the most important quotes from "A Tale of Two
Cities" and analyze their significance.



1. "It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times..."

This opening line of the novel sets the stage for the contrasting experiences
of the two cities—London and Paris. It highlights the duality of the human
experience, where joy and despair coexist.

- Analysis: This quote encapsulates the revolutionary spirit of the era,
suggesting that within chaos lies the potential for renewal. Dickens uses
this paradox to reflect the complexities of life during the French
Revolution.

2. "A day will come… when you will be called upon to
make the same sacrifice."

This quote reflects the theme of sacrifice that permeates the novel. It
emphasizes the idea that individuals must sometimes give up their own desires
for the greater good.

- Analysis: This foreshadows the ultimate sacrifice that Sydney Carton makes
at the end of the story. His transformation from a dissolute lawyer to a
heroic figure underscores the redemptive power of love and sacrifice.

3. "I am the resurrection and the life..."

This quote is a significant reference to the character of Sydney Carton, who
embodies the theme of resurrection throughout the narrative.

- Analysis: Carton's journey illustrates the potential for personal
transformation. His selfless act of sacrifice serves as a powerful testament
to the idea that redemption is possible, even in the darkest of times.

4. "Revolution is a thing that can be done by all
men."

This quote highlights the collective nature of revolution, emphasizing that
change is not the responsibility of a few but of the masses.

- Analysis: Dickens portrays the revolution as a response to deep-seated
social injustices, urging readers to reflect on the power dynamics at play.
This sentiment resonates with the historical context of the novel, where
ordinary people rose against oppression.



5. "There is a great deal of ruin in a nation."

This line reflects on the resilience of societies and the complexities
involved in bringing about change.

- Analysis: It suggests that while a nation may face turmoil, it possesses
the strength to endure and rebuild. This mirrors the experiences of the
characters, who navigate their personal and collective struggles.

6. "The time will come, when you will be sorry for
it."

This quote serves as a warning, foretelling the consequences of actions taken
in the heat of anger and revolution.

- Analysis: It illustrates the theme of justice versus revenge, highlighting
the moral dilemmas faced by the characters. Dickens urges readers to consider
the long-term implications of their actions.

7. "You have been the last dream of my soul."

This poignant line is spoken by Sydney Carton to Lucie Manette, encapsulating
his unrequited love for her.

- Analysis: It emphasizes the theme of love as a transformative force.
Carton's love for Lucie inspires him to seek redemption, showcasing the power
of love to instigate personal change.

8. "The law is the law, and it must be obeyed."

This quote reflects the rigid nature of the law during the revolutionary
period, highlighting the tension between justice and morality.

- Analysis: Dickens critiques the inflexibility of the law, posing questions
about fairness and the human capacity for compassion. It serves as a reminder
that laws can sometimes perpetuate injustice.

Contextual Significance of the Quotes

The quotes from "A Tale of Two Cities" resonate not only within the confines
of the narrative but also in the broader context of human experience.



1. Historical Context
Understanding the historical context of the French Revolution enriches the
meaning of these quotes. The novel was published during a time of social
upheaval in England, making its themes particularly relevant.

2. Literary Significance
Dickens' use of symbolism and foreshadowing in these quotes contributes to
the depth of the narrative. The quotes encapsulate the essence of character
arcs and thematic development.

3. Philosophical Implications
The philosophical questions raised by these quotes invite readers to reflect
on their own lives, choices, and the nature of justice and redemption.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the important quotes from "A Tale of Two Cities" serve as
powerful reflections of the novel's central themes. Through these lines,
Dickens not only captures the spirit of his time but also offers timeless
insights into the human condition. The themes of resurrection, sacrifice, and
social justice resonate across generations, reminding us of the complexities
of life and the potential for change. As readers engage with these quotes,
they are invited to explore their meanings deeply, encouraging a dialogue
that transcends the boundaries of the text. In doing so, "A Tale of Two
Cities" remains a poignant exploration of love, loss, and the enduring human
spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the quote 'It was the
best of times, it was the worst of times'?
This quote sets the tone for the novel, highlighting the contrasts of the
era, including social injustice and revolution, and reflects the duality
present throughout the story.

How does the quote 'A far, far better thing that I
do, than I have ever done' encapsulate Sydney



Carton's character arc?
This quote captures Carton's ultimate sacrifice and redemption, showcasing
his transformation from a dissolute lawyer to a selfless hero willing to give
his life for the happiness of others.

What does the quote 'Recalled to life' symbolize in
the context of the novel?
This phrase symbolizes resurrection and redemption, particularly in reference
to Dr. Manette's return to sanity after being released from imprisonment, as
well as Carton's own resurrection through sacrifice.

In what way does the quote 'It is a far, far better
thing that I do, than I have ever done' reflect
themes of sacrifice?
This quote emphasizes the theme of sacrifice as Carton willingly embraces his
fate to ensure a better future for others, underscoring the idea that true
nobility lies in selflessness.

What role does the quote 'The one great principle of
English law is to make business for itself' play in
the narrative?
This quote critiques the legal system, suggesting that it often prioritizes
its own interests over justice, reflecting the broader themes of corruption
and social injustice present in the novel.

How does the quote 'I am a disappointed drudge'
illustrate Charles Darnay's internal conflict?
This quote reveals Darnay's struggle between his aristocratic heritage and
his desire for a more meaningful life, emphasizing the impact of social class
and personal identity in the story.

What does Madame Defarge's declaration of 'The
trouble with you is that you still think you are
going to die' signify?
This quote highlights Madame Defarge's relentless pursuit of revenge and
justice for the oppressed, illustrating her unwavering commitment to the
revolutionary cause.



How does the quote 'I wish you to know that you have
been the last dream of my soul' enhance the theme of
love in the novel?
This quote underscores the deep affection Carton holds for Lucie Manette,
showcasing love as a transformative force and a motivating factor in his
ultimate sacrifice.

What does the quote 'There is a great deal of ruin
in a nation' suggest about societal change?
This quote implies that while societal change and revolution are fraught with
challenges, there exists a resilience and potential for recovery, reflecting
the tumultuous historical context of the novel.

How does the quote 'It is a far, far better thing
that I do, than I have ever done' relate to the
novel's conclusion?
The quote signifies the culmination of Carton's journey, as he finds peace in
his sacrifice, ultimately embodying the themes of redemption and the idea
that love can transcend death.
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