
if you go away sheet music
If You Go Away Sheet Music is a beloved piece that has resonated with
musicians and audiences alike since its creation. Originally composed by
Jacques Brel in French under the title "Ne me quitte pas," the song has been
translated and adapted into various languages, most notably by American
artist Frank Sinatra. The evocative lyrics combined with a haunting melody
have made it a staple in the repertoire of many singers and instrumentalists.
This article explores the origins, significance, and arrangements available
for "If You Go Away," as well as tips for those looking to perform or learn
the piece.

Origins of "If You Go Away"

The song "If You Go Away" is based on Brel’s original composition, which was
released in 1959. Brel, a Belgian singer-songwriter, is known for his
poignant lyrics and dramatic musical style. The English version, which gained
widespread popularity, was adapted by Rod McKuen in the 1960s. This
adaptation captured the essence of Brel's work while making it accessible to
a broader audience.

In addition to Sinatra, many artists have recorded their versions of the
song, including:

- Dusty Springfield
- Nina Simone
- Josh Groban
- Frankie Valli

Each interpretation brings a unique flavor to the piece, showcasing its
versatility and emotional depth.

Significance of the Song

"If You Go Away" speaks to themes of love, loss, and longing. The song's
lyrics express the fear of abandonment and the pain associated with a loved
one leaving. This emotional resonance has made the song a popular choice for
various occasions, including:

1. Weddings
2. Funerals
3. Personal reflections and meditations

The haunting melody and poignant lyrics create a powerful atmosphere, making
it a fitting choice for moments of deep emotional significance.



Understanding the Lyrics

The lyrics of "If You Go Away" convey a deep sense of vulnerability. They
explore the speaker's fear that if their beloved departs, their life will
lose meaning. The imagery used in the song evokes strong emotions, allowing
listeners to connect personally with the themes presented.

The structure of the lyrics often features a repetitive plea, emphasizing the
speaker's desperation and longing. This repetition serves to heighten the
emotional impact, making it memorable for both performers and audiences.

Sheet Music Availability

For those interested in performing "If You Go Away," sheet music is widely
available in various formats. Here are some popular options:

1. Piano/Vocal/Guitar Arrangements: These arrangements include the melody,
lyrics, and chords, making them suitable for singers who accompany themselves
on the piano or guitar.
2. Lead Sheets: Lead sheets provide the melody and chord symbols, allowing
musicians to interpret the piece in their own style.
3. Orchestral Arrangements: For those interested in performing the piece with
a larger ensemble, orchestral arrangements can be found that include string,
brass, and woodwind parts.
4. Choral Arrangements: Choirs can also enjoy this piece, with arrangements
available for various vocal ranges.

Purchasing sheet music can be done through a variety of sources, including:

- Online Music Stores: Websites like Sheet Music Plus and Musicnotes offer
downloadable sheet music.
- Local Music Shops: Many local shops carry popular sheet music, including
"If You Go Away."
- Libraries: Some public and university libraries have extensive collections
of sheet music available for borrowing.

Performance Tips

Performing "If You Go Away" can be a deeply personal experience, and there
are several tips to keep in mind to make your performance impactful:

1. Understand the Emotion: Before performing, take time to connect with the
lyrics. Understanding the story behind the song will help convey its
emotional depth.
2. Choose the Right Key: The song is typically performed in various keys to
suit different vocal ranges. Make sure to choose a key that feels comfortable



for you.
3. Phrasing and Dynamics: Pay attention to phrasing and dynamics. The song’s
emotional peaks and valleys can be enhanced by varying volume and intensity
throughout the performance.
4. Practice with Accompaniment: If performing with an instrument, practice
with your accompanist to ensure a cohesive sound.

Arrangements and Adaptations

As mentioned earlier, "If You Go Away" has been adapted by various artists,
each bringing their unique interpretation to the piece. Here are some notable
arrangements worth exploring:

1. Frank Sinatra’s Version: Sinatra's rendition features lush orchestration
and a rich vocal delivery, perfect for those who enjoy a classic
interpretation.
2. Josh Groban's Cover: Groban’s version infuses a contemporary pop
sensibility, showcasing his powerful tenor voice and emotional delivery.
3. Dusty Springfield’s Take: Springfield's soulful interpretation adds a
unique flavor, emphasizing the song's poignant lyrics with her distinctive
vocal style.
4. Nina Simone’s Performance: Simone’s jazz-infused version highlights her
incredible ability to convey emotion through both her voice and piano
playing.

Creating Your Own Arrangement

For those interested in creating a personalized arrangement of "If You Go
Away," consider the following steps:

- Experiment with Instrumentation: Try incorporating different instruments,
such as guitar, piano, or strings, to create a unique sound.
- Alter the Tempo: Adjusting the tempo can dramatically change the feel of
the song. A slower tempo might enhance the emotional weight, while a faster
tempo can bring a sense of urgency.
- Add Harmonies: Incorporating vocal harmonies can enrich the overall sound
and add depth to your performance.

Conclusion

"If You Go Away" remains a timeless piece that continues to touch the hearts
of listeners around the world. Its rich history, emotional depth, and
versatility make it a favorite among musicians and audiences alike. Whether
you are performing the song for a special occasion or simply for your own
enjoyment, understanding its origins and significance will enhance your



connection to this beautiful piece. With various arrangements and adaptations
available, musicians of all skill levels can find a version that resonates
with them, allowing the haunting melody and poignant lyrics to shine through
in their performances.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the song 'If You Go Away'?
'If You Go Away' is based on the French song 'Ne me quitte pas' by Jacques
Brel, which was later translated into English by Rod McKuen.

Who are some notable artists that have covered 'If
You Go Away'?
Notable artists who have covered 'If You Go Away' include Frank Sinatra,
Dusty Springfield, and Elvis Presley.

What are the primary themes explored in the lyrics
of 'If You Go Away'?
The primary themes of 'If You Go Away' include love, loss, longing, and the
emotional turmoil associated with separation.

Is sheet music for 'If You Go Away' available for
beginners?
Yes, there are versions of 'If You Go Away' sheet music available
specifically arranged for beginners, often simplifying the chords and
melodies.

What instruments are commonly used in arrangements
of 'If You Go Away'?
Common instruments used in arrangements of 'If You Go Away' include piano,
guitar, and strings, often highlighting the song's emotional depth.

Where can I find the sheet music for 'If You Go
Away'?
Sheet music for 'If You Go Away' can be found at music stores, online sheet
music retailers, and platforms like MusicNotes or Sheet Music Plus.
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