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iCivics is a nonprofit organization that aims to promote civic education through engaging
online games and learning resources. One of its notable games is "Wanted: A Just Right
Government," which challenges players to explore the balance of power in government
structures and understand the principles underlying a democratic society. This article
delves into the effectiveness of iCivics' educational approach, the significance of its
content, and provides an answer key for the various challenges presented in the game.

Understanding the Game: Wanted a Just Right
Government

"Wanted: A Just Right Government" plays a crucial role in teaching students about the
foundations of government. The game is designed to impart knowledge about the three
branches of government: legislative, executive, and judicial, and how they interact with one
another. Through a series of missions, players are tasked with identifying the strengths and
weaknesses of different forms of government while learning about democracy's core
values.

Objectives of the Game

The primary objectives of "Wanted: A Just Right Government" include:

1. Understanding Government Structures: Players learn about the different branches of
government and their roles.

2. Critical Thinking: The game encourages players to think critically about how power
should be distributed.

3. Evaluating Government Systems: Players assess various government systems and their
effectiveness in serving citizens.

4. Civic Engagement: The game promotes active participation in civic life and highlights the
importance of informed citizenship.

The Importance of Civic Education

Civic education is vital for fostering informed and engaged citizens. As young people learn
about their rights and responsibilities, they become more equipped to participate in
democratic processes. iCivics emphasizes the importance of teaching students the
principles of democracy, which include:



- Justice: Understanding fairness and the rule of law.

- Equality: Recognizing the equal treatment of all citizens.
- Liberty: Valuing the freedom of individuals.

- Participation: Encouraging civic engagement and voting.

By using interactive games like "Wanted: A Just Right Government," educators can make
these concepts accessible and relatable to students.

Game Mechanics and Features

The game's mechanics are designed to engage players actively, allowing them to navigate
through various scenarios that illustrate the principles of government. Key features include:

- Character Roles: Players assume the role of a character who must solve problems related
to government and justice.

- Decision-Making: Players make choices that affect the outcome of the game, reinforcing
the idea that decisions matter in governance.

- Feedback Mechanism: The game provides immediate feedback, helping players
understand the implications of their choices.

Game Challenges and Learning Outcomes

Throughout the game, players encounter various challenges that require them to apply
their knowledge of government structures. Some challenges include:

1. Identifying Government Types: Players must discern between democratic, authoritarian,
and other forms of governance.

2. Balancing Power: Players learn the importance of checks and balances in preventing the
abuse of power.

3. Rights and Responsibilities: Understanding the rights granted to citizens and their
corresponding responsibilities.

These challenges are designed to reinforce learning outcomes, such as critical thinking and
problem-solving skills, while deepening students' understanding of the complexities of
government.

Answer Key for "Wanted: A Just Right
Government"

While the game is desighed to be educational and interactive, educators and students may
seek a reference point for navigating the challenges. Below is a comprehensive answer key
for the major sections of "Wanted: A Just Right Government."



Challenge 1: Identifying Government Types

- Democratic Government: A system where power is vested in the people, who rule either
directly or through freely elected representatives.

- Authoritarian Government: A system characterized by strong central power and limited
political freedoms.

- Oligarchy: A government in which a small group of people has control.

- Monarchy: A government ruled by a king or queen, where the position is usually inherited.

Challenge 2: Balancing Power

- Checks and Balances: Each branch of government (executive, legislative, judicial) has the
ability to limit the powers of the others, ensuring that no single branch becomes too
powerful.

- Separation of Powers: The division of government responsibilities into distinct branches to
prevent the concentration of power.

Challenge 3: Rights and Responsibilities

- Rights: Fundamental freedoms granted to individuals, such as the right to free speech,
assembly, and religion.

- Responsibilities: Obligations that each citizen has to their government and fellow citizens,
including voting, jury duty, and paying taxes.

Conclusion

The iCivics game "Wanted: A Just Right Government" serves as an innovative tool for
teaching the essential principles of democratic governance. By engaging students in
interactive gameplay, the program fosters an understanding of complex concepts such as
checks and balances, the separation of powers, and civic responsibilities. The answer key
provided serves as a helpful resource for educators and students alike, facilitating a deeper
understanding of the lessons imparted through the game.

In a time when civic engagement is more crucial than ever, resources like iCivics play a
significant role in preparing young citizens to participate in democracy effectively. By
utilizing engaging and educational tools, we can inspire the next generation to be informed,
active participants in their communities and government.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the purpose of iCivics' 'Wanted: A Just Right
Government' lesson?

The purpose of the lesson is to help students understand the balance of power in
government and the importance of having a government that is neither too weak nor too
strong.

How does 'Wanted: A Just Right Government' engage
students in learning about government structure?

The lesson uses interactive activities and role-playing scenarios to engage students,
allowing them to explore different government structures and their impacts on society.

What are the key components that define a 'just right'
government according to iCivics?

A 'just right' government is characterized by a balance of power, protection of individual
rights, responsiveness to the needs of the citizens, and the ability to maintain order without
infringing on freedoms.

What role do students play in the 'Wanted: A Just Right
Government' game?

Students take on roles as citizens and government officials, making decisions that affect
their community and learning how those decisions align with the principles of a balanced
government.

What skills do students develop through the 'Wanted: A
Just Right Government' lesson?

Students develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and collaborative skills as they debate
and decide on the best form of government for their scenario.

What is the significance of discussing 'too much' and
'‘too little' government in this lesson?

Discussing 'too much' and 'too little' government helps students understand the risks and
benefits of different political ideologies and the importance of finding a middle ground that
serves the public effectively.

How can teachers implement the 'Wanted: A Just Right
Government' lesson in their classrooms?

Teachers can implement the lesson by using the iCivics website resources, facilitating
discussions, and guiding students through the interactive game to reinforce the concepts of
government balance.
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