
i will arise and go to jesus history
I will arise and go to Jesus is a phrase that encapsulates a deep yearning
for spiritual solace and connection. This phrase is deeply embedded in the
Christian tradition, often associated with themes of repentance, redemption,
and the quest for divine peace. It serves as a poignant reminder of the human
desire to seek refuge and comfort in faith, particularly during times of
distress or confusion. This article delves into the history and background of
this phrase, its theological implications, and its impact on Christian
worship and literature.

Historical Context of "I Will Arise and Go to
Jesus"

The phrase itself is often linked to the hymn "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus,"
written by the American hymn writer William Hunter in the 18th century.
Understanding the historical context in which this hymn was penned is crucial
for grasping its significance.

The Life of William Hunter

1. Biographical Overview:
- William Hunter was born in 1718 in Scotland.
- He was a preacher and hymn writer who contributed significantly to the
revivalist movement of his time.

2. Ministry and Influence:
- Hunter's ministry was marked by a focus on personal piety and the necessity
of a heartfelt relationship with Jesus Christ.
- He was heavily influenced by the Great Awakening, a religious revival
movement that swept through the American colonies and Europe in the 18th
century.

The Revivalist Movement

- The Great Awakening emphasized emotional engagement in worship, personal
conversion, and the importance of seeking a direct and personal relationship
with God.
- Hymns became a vital part of this movement, serving as a means for
congregations to express their faith and experiences.
- "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" emerged as a response to this spiritual
climate, reflecting the deep longing individuals felt for divine connection
and assurance.



Thematic Elements of the Hymn

The hymn "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" encapsulates several core themes that
resonate within the Christian faith.

1. Repentance and Forgiveness

- The hymn emphasizes the need for individuals to recognize their sins and
shortcomings.
- It speaks to the belief that Jesus offers forgiveness and redemption to all
who seek Him sincerely.
- This theme is grounded in biblical teachings, particularly passages like 1
John 1:9, which states that if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us.

2. Comfort and Solace

- The hymn portrays Jesus as a source of comfort in times of trouble.
- It invites the weary and burdened to come to Him, reinforcing the idea that
faith in Christ provides peace amidst life's challenges.
- This is reminiscent of Matthew 11:28-30, where Jesus invites those who are
weary to come to Him for rest.

3. The Call to Action

- The phrase "I will arise" signifies a decisive action on the part of the
believer.
- It encourages individuals to make a conscious choice to turn towards Jesus,
highlighting the importance of taking that first step in faith.
- This theme also reflects biblical calls to action, such as James 4:8, which
urges believers to draw near to God.

Impact on Christian Worship

"I Will Arise and Go to Jesus" has had a lasting impact on Christian worship
and hymnody. Its themes resonate with congregations seeking to engage in
heartfelt worship.

1. Use in Worship Services



- The hymn is often sung in various Christian denominations, particularly
during services focused on repentance and renewal.
- It serves as a call to congregants to reflect on their spiritual journeys
and seek a deeper relationship with Christ.

2. Influence on Other Hymns and Songs

- The themes present in the hymn have inspired countless other hymn writers
and contemporary Christian music artists.
- Many modern worship songs echo the sentiments of seeking Jesus and finding
solace in Him, showcasing the enduring relevance of Hunter's original
message.

3. Personal Testimonies

- Many believers share personal testimonies of how this hymn has impacted
their lives, particularly during times of crisis or spiritual awakening.
- The hymn's simple yet profound message continues to resonate with
individuals, encouraging them to seek Jesus amid their struggles.

Theological Implications

The phrase "I will arise and go to Jesus" carries significant theological
implications for understanding the nature of salvation and the believer's
relationship with Christ.

1. The Nature of Salvation

- The hymn presents salvation as accessible to all who earnestly seek Jesus,
reinforcing the idea that grace is available regardless of one's past.
- It aligns with the Christian doctrine of justification by faith,
emphasizing that individuals are made righteous through faith in Christ
alone.

2. The Role of the Holy Spirit

- The desire to "arise and go to Jesus" can be understood as a response to
the prompting of the Holy Spirit.
- The Spirit plays a crucial role in convicting individuals of sin and
drawing them towards Christ, enabling them to experience the transformative
power of faith.



3. Community and Fellowship

- While the hymn emphasizes personal devotion, it also highlights the
communal aspect of faith.
- Believers are encouraged to support one another in their spiritual
journeys, fostering a sense of belonging within the church community.

Contemporary Relevance

Despite being written over two centuries ago, "I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"
remains relevant in today's spiritual landscape.

1. Modern Adaptations

- Contemporary worship leaders have adapted the hymn, incorporating it into
modern worship settings.
- Various versions and arrangements have emerged, making the hymn accessible
to new generations of believers.

2. Addressing Modern Spiritual Needs

- In an era marked by anxiety and uncertainty, the hymn's message of seeking
comfort in Jesus resonates strongly.
- Many find solace in its themes, using it as a source of encouragement
during challenging times.

3. Bridging Denominational Divides

- The hymn transcends denominational boundaries, finding a place in diverse
worship settings.
- Its universal message of seeking Jesus fosters unity among believers,
encouraging collaboration and fellowship across different Christian
traditions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, I will arise and go to Jesus is more than just a phrase; it
embodies a profound longing for connection with the divine. Rooted in the
rich history of Christian hymnody and revivalism, it speaks to the universal
human experience of seeking forgiveness, comfort, and hope. The hymn's



enduring legacy in worship, its theological implications, and its
contemporary relevance highlight its significance within the Christian faith.
As believers continue to arise and go to Jesus, they find solace in His
presence, embodying the timeless message of love, grace, and redemption.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the phrase 'I will arise and
go to Jesus'?
The phrase comes from a hymn written by William H. Draper, often associated
with the 19th-century revivalist movement, emphasizing the themes of
repentance and seeking solace in Jesus.

Who wrote the hymn that contains 'I will arise and
go to Jesus'?
The hymn was popularized by William H. Draper, who is often credited with its
adaptation in the early 20th century, though its roots can be traced back to
earlier hymns.

What themes are prevalent in the hymn 'I will arise
and go to Jesus'?
The hymn emphasizes themes of redemption, comfort, and the personal
relationship between the believer and Jesus, highlighting the journey of
faith and the search for peace.

How has 'I will arise and go to Jesus' influenced
modern worship?
The hymn has been incorporated into many contemporary worship services and is
frequently sung during revival meetings, reflecting its enduring appeal and
relevance in Christian communities.

In what context is 'I will arise and go to Jesus'
typically used?
The hymn is often sung during moments of invitation or reflection in church
services, particularly during altar calls or times of prayer and confession.

What is the significance of the imagery in 'I will



arise and go to Jesus'?
The imagery of 'arising' suggests a movement towards hope and renewal,
symbolizing the believer's journey towards Jesus for healing and forgiveness.

Are there any notable recordings or performances of
'I will arise and go to Jesus'?
Yes, the hymn has been recorded by various artists and choirs, often featured
in gospel albums and church music collections, showcasing its rich musical
heritage.

How has the interpretation of 'I will arise and go
to Jesus' evolved over time?
Interpretations have evolved to reflect contemporary issues of faith and
spirituality, with modern renditions often focusing on personal struggles and
the quest for spiritual fulfillment.
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