i was only 19 youtube

I Was Only 19 YouTube is a powerful and evocative song that resonates deeply within the Australian
community and beyond. Written by the Australian band Redgum, this poignant piece of music tells the
harrowing story of a young soldier's experiences during the Vietnam War. The song has gained significant
traction on platforms like YouTube, where it has become a cultural touchstone for discussions surrounding
war, trauma, and the legacy of veterans. In this article, we will explore the origins of "l Was Only 19," its

impact on Australian culture, and its presence on YouTube.

Origins of "I Was Only 19"

"I Was Only 19" was released in 1983 as part of Redgum's album titled "Frontline." The song was written
by the band's lead singer, John Schumann, who drew inspiration from the real experiences of Australian
soldiers fighting in Vietnam. The lyrics reflect the psychological and physical scars left by war, focusing

particularly on the struggles faced by young veterans as they reintegrate into society.

The Vietnam War and its Context

The Vietnam War, which lasted from 1955 to 1975, involved significant Australian military involvement,
with over 60,000 Australians serving in the conflict. The war was marked by intense combat, moral
ambiguity, and a contentious public response back home. Upon returning, many soldiers faced a lack of
understanding and support, which contributed to issues such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and

social isolation.

The Song’s Lyrics and Themes

The lyrics of "I Was Only 19" are both haunting and reflective, capturing the essence of a young soldier's

journey. Key themes include:

- Trauma and Memory: The song delves into how memories of the war continue to haunt veterans long
after the conflict has ended.

- Loss of Innocence: The phrase "I was only 19" emphasizes the youth of the soldier, highlighting the loss of
innocence that comes with the horrors of war.

- Social Isolation: The lyrics also touch on the alienation soldiers often feel upon returning home, as they

struggle to communicate their experiences to those who have not lived through similar events.



The Impact of "I Was Only 19" on Australian Culture

"l Was Only 19" has played a crucial role in shaping public discourse around war and its aftermath in
Australia. The song has not only served as a tribute to veterans but also as a catalyst for conversations about

mental health and the importance of acknowledging the sacrifices made by soldiers.

Commemorations and Recognition

The song has been featured in various commemorative events, including Anzac Day services, which honor
the sacrifices made by Australian and New Zealand soldiers. Its recognition has helped raise awareness
about the challenges faced by veterans, leading to increased support services and initiatives aimed at

addressing these issues.

Influence on Arts and Media

Beyond its musical impact, "I Was Only 19" has influenced various forms of media:

- Documentaries and Films: The song's themes have been explored in documentaries about the Vietnam
War and its veterans.
- Cover Versions: Various artists have covered the song, introducing it to new audiences and ensuring its

relevance across generations.

"I Was Only 19" on YouTube

The rise of YouTube as a platform for sharing music has allowed "I Was Only 19" to reach a global audience.
The song's presence on YouTube has become a significant aspect of its legacy, contributing to its ongoing

relevance.

Music Videos and Lyric Videos

Numerous uploads of "I Was Only 19" on YouTube include:

- Official Music Videos: These often feature footage from the Vietnam War, enhancing the emotional
impact of the song.

- Lyric Videos: These allow listeners to engage with the lyrics more deeply, fostering a greater



understanding of the song's themes.

Comments and Community Engagement

YouTube's comment section has become a space for listeners to share their thoughts and experiences related
to the song. Many viewers express gratitude for the song's emotional resonance, while others share stories
of family members who served in the Vietnam War. This engagement fosters a sense of community and

shared understanding among veterans and civilians alike.

Educational Use

Educators have also found value in using "I Was Only 19" as a teaching tool. The song can be integrated into

lessons about:
- History: Providing context about the Vietnam War and Australia's involvement.

- Literature and Poetry: Analyzing the song's lyrics as a form of contemporary poetry that addresses

significant societal issues.

The Legacy of "I Was Only 19"

As we reflect on the legacy of "I Was Only 19," it is essential to recognize its impact on contemporary
discussions about veterans and mental health. The song serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by

young soldiers and the ongoing challenges they face.

Continued Relevance

Today, the themes explored in "l Was Only 19" remain relevant as new generations of soldiers return from
conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan, and beyond. The song continues to be a rallying point for advocacy, raising

awareness about the need for support services for returning veterans.

Support for Veterans

Numerous organizations have been inspired by the message of "l Was Only 19" to provide support for

veterans, including:



- Counseling Services: Offering mental health support for those dealing with PTSD.

- Community Programs: Creating spaces for veterans to connect and share their experiences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, I Was Only 19 YouTube has become more than just a song; it is a cultural artifact that has
sparked important conversations about war, trauma, and the experiences of veterans. Its powerful lyrics
and emotional depth resonate with listeners, fostering empathy and understanding. As the song continues
to be shared and discussed on platforms like YouTube, it reinforces the importance of remembering and
supporting those who have served in the armed forces. The legacy of "I Was Only 19" will undoubtedly

endure, reminding us of the sacrifices made and the ongoing struggles faced by veterans.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the song T Was Only 19' about?

'T Was Only 19'is a song by Australian band Redgum that tells the story of a Vietnam War veteran

reflecting on his traumatic experiences during the war and its lasting impact on his life.

Why is T Was Only 19’ significant in Australian culture?

The song is significant because it addresses the experiences of Vietnam War veterans in Australia, raising
awareness about the psychological effects of war, including PTSD, and has become an anthem for those who

served.

How did ' Was Only 19' perform commercially?

The song was a commercial success in Australia, reaching the top of the charts in 1983 and has since become

one of the most iconic Australian songs, often played at commemorative events.

What themes are explored in the music video for T Was Only 19'?

The music video explores themes of memory, trauma, and loss, depicting both the battlefield and the

personal struggles of veterans, effectively visualizing the emotional weight of the song's lyrics.

How has 'T Was Only 19' been received by younger audiences on
platforms like YouTube?

Younger audiences on platforms like YouTube have engaged with 'I Was Only 19' through covers,



reactions, and discussions, often highlighting its relevance to contemporary issues of mental health and

veterans' experiences.

What impact did 'T Was Only 19' have on public perceptions of Vietnam

veterans?

The song played a crucial role in changing public perceptions of Vietnam veterans in Australia, fostering
empathy and understanding towards their struggles and the societal challenges they faced upon returning

home.

Are there any notable covers or tributes to 'T Was Only 19' on YouTube?

Yes, there are numerous covers and tributes to 'I Was Only 19' on YouTube, showcasing various artists'
interpretations and honoring the song's legacy, often linked to discussions about war and its effects on

soldiers.
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