| WANT A WIFE RHETORICAL ANALYSIS

| WANT A WIFE IS A POWERFUL PHRASE THAT ENCAPSULATES THE COMPLEXITIES OF GENDER ROLES, EXPECTATIONS, AND THE
OFTEN-UNSPOKEN DEMANDS PLACED ON WOMEN IN SOCIETY. THE PHRASE ORIGINATES FROM JUDY BRADY'S ESSAY, “I WANT A
\WIiFE,” FIRST PUBLISHED IN MS. MAGAZINE IN 197 2. IN THIS RHETORICAL ANALYSIS, WE WILL EXPLORE HOW BRADY EMPLOYS
VARIOUS RHETORICAL STRATEGIES TO CONVEY HER MESSAGE ABOUT THE TRADITIONAL ROLES OF WIVES AND THE SOCIETAL
EXPECTATIONS THAT ACCOMPANY THESE ROLES.

CONTEXT OF THE Essay
HisTorICAL BACKGROUND

BRADY'S ESSAY EMERGED DURING A PERIOD MARKED BY THE WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT, WHICH SOUGHT TO CHALLENGE
AND REDEFINE THE TRADITIONAL ROLES ASSIGNED TO WOMEN IN SOCIETY. IN THE ]9705/ THE NOTION OF A “WIFE” WAS OFTEN
SYNONYMOUS WITH SUBSERVIENCE, SELF-SACRIFICE, AND DOMESTICITY. X/ OMEN WERE EXPECTED TO MANAGE THE HOUSEHOLD,
RAISE CHILDREN, AND SUPPORT THEIR HUSBANDS, OFTEN AT THE EXPENSE OF THEIR O\WWN AMBITIONS AND DESIRES. BrADY'S
ESSAY SERVES AS A CRITIQUE OF THESE SOCIETAL NORMS AND HIGHLIGHTS THE INEQUITIES FACED BY \WOMEN.

PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

BRADY'S PRIMARY PURPOSE IS TO ILLUMINATE THE UNREALISTIC AND BURDENSOME EXPECTATIONS PLACED ON WOMEN IN THEIR

ROLES AS WIVES. BY EMPLOYING IRONY AND SATIRE, SHE SEEKS TO ENGAGE BOTH MEN AND \WOMEN IN A CONVERSATION ABOUT
GENDER ROLES. HER INTENDED AUDIENCE INCLUDES BOTH THOSE WHO ADHERE TO TRADITIONAL GENDER NORMS AND THOSE WHO

SEEK TO CHALLENGE THEM.

RHETORICAL STRATEGIES
[RONY AND SATIRE

BRADY EMPLOYS IRONY THROUGHOUT HER ESSAY TO HIGHLIGHT THE ABSURDITY OF THE TRADITIONAL EXPECTATIONS
ASSOCIATED WITH BEING A WIFE. BY LISTING THE NUMEROUS RESPONSIBILITIES AND SACRIFICES EXPECTED OF A WIFE, SHE
UNDERSCORES THE OVERWHELMING NATURE OF THESE DEMANDS. THE SATIRICAL TONE SERVES TO DRAW ATTENTION TO THE
SOCIETAL NORMS THAT DICTATE WOMEN'S ROLES, MAKING READERS QUESTION THE VALIDITY OF THESE EXPECTATIONS.

EXAMPLE OF [RONY

BrADY WRITES, “| WANT A WIFE WHO WILL KEEP MY HOUSE CLEAN, WHO WILL TAKE CARE OF MY CHILDREN, AND WHO WILL BE
THE PERFECT HOSTESS.” THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS THE UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS PLACED ON WOMEN, SUGGESTING THAT A
WIFE IS MERELY A SERVANT FULFILLING A CHECKLIST OF DUTIES. THE IRONY LIES IN THE FACT THAT THESE DUTIES ARE OFTEN
TAKEN FOR GRANTED AND NOT RECOGNIZED AS LABOR.

REPETITION

REPETITION IS ANOTHER KEY RHETORICAL DEVICE USED BY BRADY. THE PHRASE “| WANT A WIFE” IS REITERATED THROUGHOUT
THE ESSAY, CREATING A RHYTHMIC STRUCTURE THAT EMPHASIZES THE MULTITUDE OF RESPONSIBILITIES WOMEN ARE EXPECTED
TO FULFILL. THIS REPETITIVE PHRASING NOT ONLY REINFORCES THE MESSAGE BUT ALSO SERVES TO MOCK THE NOTION THAT
\WOMEN SHOULD BE CONTENT WITH SUCH A LIMITED AND DEFINED ROLE.

PARALLEL STRUCTURE

BRADY UTILIZES PARALLEL STRUCTURE IN HER WRITING TO ENHANCE CLARITY AND IMPACT. BY PRESENTING HER IDEAS IN A
CONSISTENT FORMAT, SHE EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATES THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE TRADITIONAL WIFE ROLE. FOR EXAMPLE:

1. EMOTIONAL SUPPORT: “| WANT A WIFE WHO WILL BE UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORTIVE.”
2. DoMesTIC DUTIES: “l WANT A WIFE WHO WILL COOK AND CLEAN.”

3. CHILDCARE: “| WANT A WIFE WHO WILL CARE FOR THE CHILDREN.”

THIS STRUCTURED APPROACH MAKES THE ESSAY EASY TO READ WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY DRIVING HOME THE POINT THAT THESE



ROLES ARE NOT ONLY EXTENSIVE BUT ALSO UNREALISTIC.
THEMES
GENDER ROLES

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES OF BRADY'S ESSAY IS THE CRITIQUE OF TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES. BY HIGHLIGHTING THE
NUMEROUS RESPONSIBILITIES EXPECTED OF A WIFE, SHE CALLS ATTENTION TO THE UNEQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR WITHIN A
MARRIAGE. THIS THEME RESONATES WITH MANY READERS, AS IT REFLECTS A BROADER SOCIETAL ISSUE THAT CONTINUES TO
PERSIST.

SELF-SACRIFICE AND IDENTITY

BRADY ALSO EXPLORES THE THEME OF SELF-SACRIFICE, EMPHASIZING HOW WOMEN OFTEN PRIORITIZE THEIR HUSBAND'S NEEDS
OVER THEIR OWN. THE PORTRAYAL OF THE WIFE AS A SELFLESS CAREGIVER RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY AND
FULFILLMENT. BRADY CHALLENGES READERS TO CONSIDER HOW SUCH SACRIFICES IMPACT A WOMAN'S SENSE OF SELF AND
AGENCY.

THE ABSURDITY OF EXPECTATIONS

THROUGH THE USE OF IRONY AND SATIRE, BRADY UNDERSCORES THE ABSURDITY OF THE EXPECTATIONS PLACED ON WIVES. BY
PRESENTING AN EXAGGERATED LIST OF DEMANDS, SHE FORCES READERS TO CONFRONT THE UNREALISTIC NATURE OF THESE ROLES.
THIS THEME ENCOURAGES CRITICAL REFLECTION ON SOCIETAL NORMS AND THE NECESSITY FOR CHANGE.

IMPACT AND RECEPTION
INFLUENCE OF THE ESSAY

“I' WANT A WIFE” HAS HAD A LASTING IMPACT ON FEMINIST LITERATURE AND DISCOURSE. |T HAS BEEN WIDELY STUDIED IN
ACADEMIC SETTINGS AND CONTINUES TO BE REFERENCED IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS. THE
ESSAY’S CANDID PORTRAYAL OF THE CHALLENGES FACED BY WOMEN HAS INSPIRED SUBSEQUENT GENERATIONS TO ADVOCATE
FOR CHANGE.

CriTICISM AND CONTROVERSY

\WHILE BRADY'S ESSAY RECEIVED ACCLAIM, IT ALSO FACED CRITICISM FROM THOSE WHO FELT THAT IT UNFAIRLY PAINTED ALL
MARRIAGES IN A NEGATIVE LIGHT. SOME ARGUED THAT THE PORTRAYAL OF WIVES AS MERE SERVANTS UNDERMINED THE AGENCY
OF WOMEN WHO WILLINGLY CHOSE TO EMBRACE TRADITIONAL ROLES. HO\X/EVERI BRADY'S INTENTION WAS NOT TO VILIFY
\WOMEN BUT RATHER TO CHALLENGE SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS.

CONCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, JuDY BRADY'S “I WANT A WIFE” SERVES AS A POIGNANT CRITIQUE OF THE TRADITIONAL ROLES ASSIGNED TO
WOMEN IN SOCIETY. THROUGH THE USE OF IRONY , REPETITION, AND PARALLEL STRUCTURE, SHE EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATES THE
BURDENSOME EXPECTATIONS PLACED ON WIVES. THE ESSAY RESONATES WITH READERS BY HIGHLIGHTING THEMES OF GENDER
ROLES, SELF-SACRIFICE, AND THE ABSURDITY OF SOCIETAL NORMS. AS DISCUSSIONS ABOUT GENDER EQUALITY CONTINUE TO
EVOLVE, BRADY'S WORK REMAINS RELEVANT, PROMPTING CRITICAL REFLECTION ON THE ROLES WOMEN PLAY IN BOTH THE
DOMESTIC SPHERE AND SOCIETY AT LARGE. BY UNDERSTANDING AND ANALYZING THESE RHETORICAL STRATEGIES, READERS CAN
BETTER APPRECIATE THE NUANCES OF BRADY'S MESSAGE AND THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR GENDER EQUALITY.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME OF ‘| WANT A WIFe’ BY Jupy BRADY?

THE PRIMARY THEME OF ‘| WANT A WIFE' IS THE CRITIQUE OF TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES AND THE EXPECTATIONS PLACED ON
\WOMEN IN MARRIAGE. BRADY USES SATIRE TO HIGHLIGHT THE BURDENS WOMEN BEAR AS WIVES AND MOTHERS.



How DOES JuDY BRADY USE RHETORICAL DEVICES IN ‘| WANT A WIFe'?

BRADY EMPLOYS RHETORICAL QUESTIONS, REPETITION, AND IRONY TO EMPHASIZE THE ABSURDITY OF SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS
FOR WIVES, EFFECTIVELY ENGAGING THE READER’S EMOTIONS AND PROVOKING CRITICAL THOUGHT.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE | WANT A WIFe'?

THE TITLE IS SIGNIFICANT AS IT IMMEDIATELY SETS THE TONE FOR THE ESSAY, INDICATING A DESIRE FOR A WIFE WHILE
SIMULTANEOUSLY QUESTIONING THE IMPLICATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THAT ROLE.

How DoES BRADY'S USE OF FIRST-PERSON PERSPECTIVE INFLUENCE THE ESSAY?

THE FIRST-PERSON PERSPECTIVE CREATES A PERSONAL CONNECTION, ALLOWING READERS TO ENGAGE WITH BrADY'S
EXPERIENCES AND FRUSTRATIONS, MAKING HER ARGUMENTS MORE RELATABLE AND IMPACTFUL.

\W/HAT SOCIETAL NORMS DOES BRADY CHALLENGE IN HER ESSAY?

BRADY CHALLENGES THE SOCIETAL NORMS THAT DICTATE WOMEN'S ROLES IN MARRIAGE, PARTICULARLY THE EXPECTATION
THAT WOMEN SHOULD BE SELF-SACRIFICIAL, NURTURING, AND SUBSERVIENT TO THEIR HUSBANDS.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES HUMOR PLAY A ROLE IN ‘| WANT A WIFe'?

HUMOR IS USED AS A RHETORICAL TOOL TO UNDERSCORE THE RIDICULOUSNESS OF THE DEMANDS PLACED ON WIVES, MAKING
SERIOUS CRITIQUES MORE ACCESSIBLE AND ENGAGING TO READERS.

How DoESs BRADY'S ESSAY REFLECT THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT OF THE 1970s?

BRADY'S ESSAY REFLECTS THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT BY ADVOCATING FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND EQUALITY, HIGHLIGHTING THE
OPPRESSIVE NATURE OF TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE AND PUSHING FOR SOCIETAL CHANGE.

WHAT IMPACT DID ‘| WANT A WIFE' HAVE ON DISCUSSIONS ABOUT MARRIAGE AND
GENDER ROLES?

THE ESSAY SPARKED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT MARRIAGE AND GENDER ROLES, ENCOURAGING READERS TO RETHINK TRADITIONAL
EXPECTATIONS AND CONSIDER THE IMPLICATIONS OF UNEQUAL PARTNERSHIPS.

How DoES BRADY'S ESSAY ADDRESS THE CONCEPT OF CHOICE IN MARRIAGE?

BrADY CRITIQUES THE NOTION OF CHOICE IN MARRIAGE BY ILLUSTRATING HOW SOCIETAL PRESSURES OFTEN LIMIT WOMEN'S
OPTIONS, LEAVING THEM WITH LITTLE AGENCY OVER THEIR OWN LIVES.

\WHAT ROLE DOES REPETITION PLAY IN REINFORCING BRADY'S MESSAGE?

REPETITION IS USED TO EMPHASIZE THE NUMEROUS TASKS AND EXPECTATIONS PLACED ON WIVES, DRIVING HOME THE POINT THAT
THESE ROLES ARE OVERWHELMING AND OFTEN TAKEN FOR GRANTED.
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