I moved to los angeles to work in animation

I moved to Los Angeles to work in animation. This decision has opened a myriad of opportunities
in one of the most vibrant and dynamic animation hubs in the world. With a rich history in the
entertainment industry, Los Angeles is home to major animation studios, talented professionals, and a
plethora of resources for aspiring animators. In this article, we will explore the journey of relocating to
this creative city, the key players in the animation industry, the educational pathways available, and
the essential skills needed to thrive in this competitive field. We will also cover the lifestyle and
culture of Los Angeles, providing a comprehensive overview for anyone considering a similar move.
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The Animation Landscape in Los Angeles

Los Angeles stands as a beacon for animation, attracting artists and creators from around the globe.
The city is not only home to renowned animation studios but also hosts numerous festivals,
workshops, and networking events that cater to animation professionals. The animation landscape
here is diverse, encompassing traditional 2D animation, 3D animation, stop-motion, and visual
effects. This variety ensures that animators can find their niche and thrive in an ever-evolving
industry.

The influence of classic animation from studios like Walt Disney Animation Studios has paved the way
for innovative storytelling and artistic expression. Moreover, the rise of streaming platforms has
created an insatiable demand for animated content, fueling job growth and opportunities for both
established and emerging animators.



Key Animation Studios and Companies

Moving to Los Angeles means having access to some of the most prestigious animation studios in the
world. These companies not only produce beloved animated films and television shows but also set
industry standards for quality and creativity.

Major Animation Studios

Some of the key players in the Los Angeles animation scene include:

* Walt Disney Animation Studios: Known for its iconic films and characters, Disney continues
to innovate in animation.

e Pixar Animation Studios: A subsidiary of Disney, Pixar is renowned for its groundbreaking
CGI animations and storytelling techniques.

e DreamWorks Animation: Famous for franchises like Shrek and How to Train Your Dragon,
DreamWorks is a major contributor to the animation landscape.

* Nickelodeon Animation Studio: Focused on producing animated television series,
Nickelodeon has a significant impact on children's entertainment.

e Blue Sky Studios: Known for the Ice Age series, Blue Sky contributes to family-friendly
animated content.

These studios often seek skilled animators, which creates a competitive job market. Understanding
their values and production styles can help job seekers tailor their applications effectively.

Educational Pathways for Aspiring Animators

For those considering a move to Los Angeles to work in animation, education plays a crucial role in
developing the necessary skills and networking opportunities. Various institutions offer specialized
programs in animation and related fields.

Top Animation Schools

Some of the most prestigious schools for animation include:



e California Institute of the Arts (CalArts): Renowned for its animation program, CalArts has
produced many successful animators.

* University of Southern California (USC): USC offers a comprehensive program in animation
and digital arts.

e ArtCenter College of Design: Known for its emphasis on design, ArtCenter provides a strong
foundation in animation.

» Otis College of Art and Design: Offers a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Animation that focuses on
character design and storytelling.

These programs not only teach technical skills but also encourage creativity and networking through
collaborations and industry connections.

Essential Skills for Success in Animation

To succeed in the competitive animation industry, certain skills are essential. Aspiring animators must
cultivate both technical and soft skills to excel in their careers.

Technical Skills

Technical expertise is crucial in animation. Key skills include:

 Proficiency in Animation Software: Familiarity with tools like Adobe Animate, Maya, and
Blender is vital.

¢ Understanding of Animation Principles: Knowledge of principles such as squash and
stretch, timing, and anticipation enhances animation quality.

» Storyboarding: The ability to create effective storyboards is essential for pre-visualizing
animations.

Soft Skills

In addition to technical skills, soft skills are equally important:

e Creativity: Strong creative thinking helps animators develop unique concepts and characters.



e Collaboration: The ability to work well in teams is crucial, as animation often involves input
from various departments.

* Time Management: Meeting deadlines is critical in the fast-paced animation industry.

The Lifestyle of an Animator in Los Angeles

Living in Los Angeles as an animator offers a unique lifestyle filled with cultural experiences,
networking opportunities, and access to the arts. The city is known for its diverse population, and this
diversity is reflected in the animation produced here.

Moreover, the cost of living can be high, making budgeting essential for newcomers. Understanding
the neighborhoods, housing options, and transportation can help ease the transition.

Networking and Professional Growth

Networking is vital in the animation industry. Los Angeles hosts numerous events, workshops, and
festivals where animators can connect with industry professionals and peers. Organizations like ASIFA
(the International Animated Film Society) offer resources and networking opportunities.

Additionally, online platforms such as LinkedIn and industry-specific forums can help animators build
connections and stay updated on job openings and trends.

Conclusion

Moving to Los Angeles to work in animation is a significant step that can lead to a fulfilling and
dynamic career. The city offers unparalleled opportunities in a vibrant industry, with access to top
studios, educational programs, and a diverse community of creators. By developing essential skills
and actively networking, aspiring animators can carve out their niche in this exciting field. Whether
you are just starting your journey or looking to advance your career, Los Angeles is undoubtedly a
place where animation dreams can come true.

Q: What are the best animation studios to work for in Los
Angeles?

A: Some of the best animation studios in Los Angeles include Walt Disney Animation Studios, Pixar
Animation Studios, and DreamWorks Animation. These studios are known for their high-quality
productions and offer numerous opportunities for animators.



Q: What educational background is needed to become an
animator?

A: While a formal degree in animation or a related field can be beneficial, it is not always necessary.
Many animators have degrees in fine arts, computer graphics, or film. What matters most is a strong
portfolio showcasing your skills.

Q: How can | build a portfolio as an aspiring animator?

A: To build a strong portfolio, focus on creating a diverse range of work that showcases your skills in
different animation styles, character design, and storytelling. Include personal projects, school
assignments, and any freelance work.

Q: Is it expensive to live in Los Angeles as an animator?

A: Yes, the cost of living in Los Angeles can be high, especially in desirable neighborhoods. It is
important to budget carefully and consider sharing housing or living in less expensive areas.

Q: What skills are most important for a successful career in
animation?

A: Key skills include proficiency in animation software, understanding fundamental animation
principles, creativity, collaboration, and time management. Both technical and soft skills are crucial
for success in the industry.

Q: Are there networking opportunities for animators in Los
Angeles?

A: Yes, Los Angeles offers numerous networking opportunities through industry events, workshops,
and festivals. Joining organizations like ASIFA can also help animators connect with professionals and
peers.

Q: What types of animation are popular in Los Angeles?

A: In Los Angeles, both 2D and 3D animation are popular, along with stop-motion and visual effects.
The rise of streaming platforms has also increased demand for various animation styles.

Q: How do | find job opportunities in animation in Los
Angeles?

A: Job opportunities can be found through online job boards, company websites, and networking
events. Building a strong online presence on platforms like LinkedIn can also help you find job leads.



Q: What is the future of animation in Los Angeles?

A: The future of animation in Los Angeles looks promising, with continued growth driven by
advancements in technology and the increasing demand for animated content across various
platforms, including film, television, and streaming services.
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