
i dreamed a dream piano chords
i dreamed a dream piano chords are a captivating aspect of one of the most beloved
songs from the musical "Les Misérables." This powerful ballad, originally sung by the
character Fantine, captures the essence of hope, despair, and longing. For pianists,
understanding the chords to this piece is essential for conveying its emotional depth. This
article will delve into the piano chords used in "I Dreamed a Dream," providing a detailed
guide for both beginners and intermediate players. Additionally, we will explore chord
progressions, tips for playing, and the context of the song within the musical. This
comprehensive overview will ensure that musicians can effectively bring this poignant song
to life.
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Overview of "I Dreamed a Dream"
"I Dreamed a Dream" is a significant musical number from "Les Misérables," composed by
Claude-Michel Schönberg, with lyrics by Alain Boublil and Jean-Marc Natel. The song occurs
early in the story, providing insight into Fantine's struggles and her lost dreams. It
resonates with audiences due to its universal themes of hope and loss, making it a staple in
musical theatre. The emotional delivery of this ballad is matched by its rich harmonic
structure, which is essential for pianists to grasp.

Understanding the Chords
The chords for "I Dreamed a Dream" are relatively straightforward, making it accessible for
pianists at various skill levels. The song primarily utilizes basic chords, which can be played
in different inversions to create a richer sound. Familiarity with major and minor chords is
crucial, as these form the backbone of the piece.



Basic Chords Used
To play "I Dreamed a Dream," you will primarily encounter the following chords:

C Major

A Minor

F Major

G Major

E Minor

D Minor

These chords are fundamental to the song's structure and emotional tone, with C Major
providing a bright sound and A Minor introducing a sense of melancholy. Understanding
how these chords fit together will help you convey the song's narrative effectively.

Step-by-Step Chord Progressions
The chord progressions in "I Dreamed a Dream" follow a pattern that enhances the lyrical
emotion. Below is a breakdown of the verses and chorus, showcasing how the chords
transition throughout the song.

Verse Progression
The verse begins with a haunting melody supported by the following chord progression:

C - A minor1.

F - C2.

G - E minor3.

D minor - G4.

This progression establishes the song's reflective mood, allowing the pianist to express the
emotional weight of Fantine's longing. Each chord should be played with sensitivity to the
lyrics, emphasizing the dynamics of the song.

Chorus Progression
The chorus lifts the emotional intensity, and the chord progression changes to:



A minor - C1.

F - G2.

C - E minor3.

A minor - D minor4.

This shift enhances the feeling of hope within the despair, as the chords rise and fall in a
way that mirrors the lyrics. Practicing these progressions will help to internalize the
emotional shifts within the song.

Tips for Playing the Song
When playing "I Dreamed a Dream," it is important to focus not only on the chords but also
on the dynamics and phrasing. Here are some tips to enhance your performance:

Practice Slowly: Begin by playing the chords slowly to familiarize yourself with the
transitions.

Use Inversions: Experiment with chord inversions to create a smoother sound
between transitions.

Focus on Dynamics: Pay attention to the emotional peaks and valleys in the song.
Use softer dynamics in the verses and build intensity in the chorus.

Listen to Recordings: Listen to various renditions of the song to hear how different
pianists interpret the music.

Play with Emotion: Remember that this song is about expressing deep emotions; let
that guide your playing style.

Context within "Les Misérables"
"I Dreamed a Dream" serves as a pivotal moment in "Les Misérables," illustrating Fantine's
tragic story and her lost hopes. Understanding the context of the song enhances the
performance, as it allows the musician to embody the character's feelings. The emotional
weight of the song is amplified by the narrative of sacrifice and despair that surrounds
Fantine's journey.

Conclusion
Mastering the i dreamed a dream piano chords is essential for any pianist looking to
perform this iconic song. With its poignant lyrics and emotional depth, the chords provide a



foundation for expressing the character's vulnerability. By understanding the chord
progressions and applying the tips outlined in this article, musicians can deliver a powerful
rendition that resonates with audiences. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced
player, embracing the emotional journey of "I Dreamed a Dream" will undoubtedly enhance
your musical experience.

Q: What are the main chords used in "I Dreamed a
Dream"?
A: The main chords used in "I Dreamed a Dream" include C Major, A Minor, F Major, G Major,
E Minor, and D Minor. These chords form the backbone of the song's emotional expression.

Q: How can I improve my playing of "I Dreamed a
Dream"?
A: To improve your playing, practice the chord progressions slowly, use inversions, focus on
dynamics, and listen to different interpretations of the song to understand its emotional
nuances.

Q: Is "I Dreamed a Dream" suitable for beginner
pianists?
A: Yes, "I Dreamed a Dream" is suitable for beginner pianists, as it features basic chords
and simple progressions. However, it requires emotional expression, which can be
developed with practice.

Q: What is the significance of "I Dreamed a Dream" in
"Les Misérables"?
A: The song is significant as it reveals Fantine's despair and lost hopes, serving as a pivotal
moment that sets the tone for her character's journey within the musical.

Q: How can I find sheet music for "I Dreamed a Dream"?
A: Sheet music for "I Dreamed a Dream" can be found at music stores, online music
retailers, or in collections of musical theatre scores. Look for editions that are specifically
arranged for piano.

Q: Can I play "I Dreamed a Dream" in different keys?
A: Yes, "I Dreamed a Dream" can be transposed to different keys to suit your vocal range or
preference. Ensure you adjust the chord shapes accordingly when changing keys.



Q: What emotions should I convey while playing "I
Dreamed a Dream"?
A: While playing, aim to convey deep emotions such as longing, sadness, and a flicker of
hope, reflecting Fantine's tragic story and the themes of the musical.

Q: Are there any specific techniques to use while
playing the piece?
A: Techniques such as using pedal for sustain, playing with varying dynamics, and
incorporating arpeggios can enhance the emotional delivery of the piece.

Q: How long does it typically take to learn "I Dreamed a
Dream"?
A: The time it takes to learn "I Dreamed a Dream" varies based on skill level, but with
regular practice, a beginner might take a few weeks while an intermediate player could
grasp it in a shorter time frame.

Q: Is there a specific performance style for "I Dreamed
a Dream"?
A: The performance style should be emotive and reflective, focusing on the lyrical content.
It's important to connect with the song's narrative and convey its emotional depth through
your playing.
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