hungry howies history

hungry howies history traces its origins back to 1973, when it was founded in
Taylor, Michigan, by Howie S. Klein. Over the decades, this pizza chain has
carved out a distinctive niche in the competitive pizza industry, known for
its flavored crusts and commitment to quality. With a focus on both customer
satisfaction and community engagement, Hungry Howie's has expanded
significantly, boasting hundreds of locations across the United States. This
article will delve into the history of Hungry Howie's, its growth strategies,
unique offerings, and its impact on the pizza market. We will also explore
its franchise model, marketing strategies, and community involvement, which
have all played pivotal roles in its success.
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Introduction to Hungry Howie's

Hungry Howie's is a prominent name in the pizza industry, famous for its
dedication to providing high-quality pizzas with an array of flavored crusts.
The chain’s unique approach to pizza-making and its strong emphasis on
customer service have set it apart from competitors. Since its inception,
Hungry Howie's has maintained a commitment to using fresh ingredients and
innovative recipes, which has helped it build a loyal customer base. As the
brand continues to grow, it remains focused on delivering not just great
food, but also a memorable dining experience.



Founding and Early Years

Hungry Howie's was founded in 1973 by Howie S. Klein, who started the first
restaurant in Taylor, Michigan. Klein's vision was to create a pizza chain
that would differentiate itself through unique offerings and a strong
community focus. Early on, the brand adopted the concept of flavored crusts,
which would become one of its signature features. The initial menu featured
traditional pizza options, but the introduction of flavored crusts such as
buttery, garlic, and onion quickly set it apart from its competitors.

The First Location

The first Hungry Howie's location opened its doors in a modest setting, but
it quickly attracted attention due to its innovative approach to pizza. The
combination of high-quality ingredients, unique crust options, and excellent
customer service led to a growing customer base. The brand's popularity began
to flourish, leading to the opening of additional locations in the late 1970s
and early 1980s.

Challenges and Resilience

Like many businesses, Hungry Howie's faced challenges during its early years,
including competition from other pizza chains and changing consumer
preferences. However, the company's commitment to quality and innovation
allowed it to adapt and thrive. By focusing on customer feedback and
continuously improving its offerings, Hungry Howie's solidified its place in
the pizza market.

Expansion and Growth

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, Hungry Howie's experienced significant
growth, expanding its footprint beyond Michigan. The brand began franchising
in 1983, allowing entrepreneurs to open their own Hungry Howie's locations.
This decision proved to be a game-changer, as it enabled rapid expansion
across the United States.

Franchising Success

The franchising model allowed Hungry Howie's to tap into local markets
effectively. Franchisees brought their knowledge of their communities and
played a crucial role in the brand's growth. By the early 2000s, Hungry
Howie's had established hundreds of locations nationwide, each providing the
same quality and service that the brand was known for.



Adapting to Market Trends

As consumer preferences evolved, Hungry Howie's adapted its menu to include
healthier options, such as salads and gluten-free pizza crusts. This
adaptability has helped the brand stay relevant in an ever-changing market.
The chain's flexibility in responding to trends has contributed to its
ongoing success and customer loyalty.

Unique Offerings and Innovations

One of the standout features of Hungry Howie's is its unique flavored crusts,
which have become a hallmark of the brand. Customers can choose from a
variety of crust options that enhance the overall pizza experience. This
innovation has set Hungry Howie's apart from other pizza chains and has been
a significant factor in its popularity.

Flavored Crusts

The selection of flavored crusts includes:

e Butter
e Garlic

e Onion

Cajun

e Sesame

Parmesan

Pizza

This diverse range allows customers to customize their pizzas according to
their personal tastes, creating a unique dining experience that encourages
repeat visits.

Innovative Menu Items

In addition to its signature crusts, Hungry Howie's has introduced a variety
of menu items over the years, including specialty pizzas, subs, and wings.
Seasonal promotions and limited-time offerings keep the menu fresh and
exciting for customers. The brand also focuses on quality ingredients,
ensuring that each menu item meets high standards.



Franchise Model and Business Strategy

Hungry Howie's franchise model has been a significant factor in its growth
strategy. The company provides comprehensive support to franchisees,
including marketing assistance, training programs, and operational guidance.
This support enables franchisees to maintain the brand's quality and service
standards while also allowing them to run their businesses effectively.

Franchisee Support

Support for franchisees includes:

e Initial training programs

e Ongoing operational support

e Marketing and promotional materials
e Menu development assistance

e Access to proprietary systems and technologies

This robust support system helps franchisees succeed and contributes to the
overall strength of the Hungry Howie's brand.

Strategic Partnerships

Hungry Howie's has also engaged in strategic partnerships that enhance its
market presence. Collaborations with delivery services and local businesses
have expanded its reach and increased brand visibility. These partnerships
have allowed the brand to tap into new customer bases and adapt to changing
consumer behaviors.

Marketing Strategies

The marketing strategies employed by Hungry Howie's have played a crucial
role in its brand recognition and customer loyalty. The company has utilized
a mix of traditional and digital marketing techniques to reach its target
audience effectively.

Promotions and Loyalty Programs

Hungry Howie's frequently runs promotions to attract new customers and retain
existing ones. These promotions often include discounts, limited-time offers,



and loyalty programs that reward frequent diners. The brand's loyalty program
encourages repeat business by providing incentives for customers to choose
Hungry Howie's over competitors.

Social Media Engagement

In recent years, Hungry Howie's has embraced social media as a vital
marketing tool. By engaging with customers on platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter, the brand can build a community around its products
and promotions. This engagement helps foster customer loyalty and keeps the
brand top-of-mind for consumers.

Community Involvement and Philanthropy

Hungry Howie's has a longstanding commitment to giving back to the
communities it serves. The brand is actively involved in local charities and
initiatives, demonstrating its dedication to social responsibility. Community
involvement not only strengthens the brand's reputation but also fosters
goodwill among customers.

Charitable Initiatives

Hungry Howie's participates in various charitable initiatives, including:

Fundraising events for local schools

Support for food banks and hunger relief organizations

Community sponsorships and partnerships

Volunteer efforts by staff and franchisees

These initiatives highlight the brand's commitment to making a positive
impact in the communities where it operates.

Engagement with Local Organizations

The brand often collaborates with local organizations to support community
events and activities. By partnering with schools, sports teams, and non-
profits, Hungry Howie's strengthens its community ties and enhances its brand
image.



Conclusion

Hungry Howie's history reflects a story of innovation, resilience, and
community engagement. From its humble beginnings in Michigan to becoming a
nationwide pizza chain, the brand has consistently focused on delivering
quality products and exceptional service. Its unique flavored crusts,
strategic franchising, and commitment to community involvement have all
contributed to its enduring success. As Hungry Howie's continues to evolve
and adapt to market trends, it remains a beloved choice for pizza lovers
across the United States.

Q: What year was Hungry Howie's founded?

A: Hungry Howie's was founded in 1973 by Howie S. Klein in Taylor, Michigan.

Q: What is unique about Hungry Howie's pizza?

A: Hungry Howie's is known for its flavored crusts, offering a variety of
options such as garlic, onion, and Cajun, which set it apart from other pizza
chains.

Q: How has Hungry Howie's expanded over the years?

A: Hungry Howie's began franchising in 1983, which allowed it to grow rapidly
across the United States, establishing hundreds of locations.

Q: What types of community initiatives does Hungry
Howie's participate in?

A: Hungry Howie's engages in various community initiatives, including
fundraising for local schools, supporting food banks, and collaborating with
local organizations.

Q: Does Hungry Howie's offer any loyalty programs?

A: Yes, Hungry Howie's has a loyalty program that rewards frequent customers
with discounts and promotions to encourage repeat business.

Q: How does Hungry Howie's support its franchisees?

A: Hungry Howie's provides extensive support to its franchisees, including
training programs, operational guidance, marketing assistance, and access to
proprietary systems.



Q: What marketing strategies does Hungry Howie's
use?

A: Hungry Howie's utilizes a combination of traditional advertising,
promotions, and social media engagement to reach its target audience and
build brand loyalty.

Q: What menu items does Hungry Howie's offer besides
pizza?

A: In addition to its signature pizzas, Hungry Howie's also offers subs,
wings, and salads, catering to a variety of customer preferences.

Q: How has Hungry Howie's adapted to changing
consumer preferences?

A: Hungry Howie's has introduced healthier menu options, such as gluten-free
crusts and salads, to meet the evolving tastes and dietary needs of
consumers.

Q: What are some of the flavored crust options
available at Hungry Howie's?

A: Customers can choose from several flavored crust options, including
buttery, garlic, onion, Cajun, sesame, Parmesan, and pizza crust.
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