HOWARD COUNTY DECK GUIDE

Howarbp CounTyY Deck GuiDe

BUILDING A DECK CAN BE ONE OF THE MOST REWARDING HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS YOU CAN UNDERTAKE. A WELL-
CONSTRUCTED DECK NOT ONLY ENHANCES THE AESTHETIC APPEAL OF YOUR HOME BUT ALSO PROVIDES A VALUABLE OUTDOOR
SPACE FOR RELAXATION AND ENTERTAINMENT. IN HOWARD COUNTY/ MARYLAND, THERE ARE SPECIFIC GUIDELINES AND
CONSIDERATIONS TO KEEP IN MIND WHEN PLANNING YOUR DECK PROJECT. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL COVER EVERY THING
FROM REGULATIONS AND DESIGN TIPS TO MATERIALS AND MAINTENANCE, ENSURING YOUR DECK PROJECT IS A SUCCESS.

UNDERSTANDING LOCAL REGULATIONS

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF YOUR DECK, IT’S CRUCIAL TO FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE LOCAL
REGULATIONS IN HowARD COUNTY. THESE REGULATIONS ARE IN PLACE TO ENSURE SAFETY AND MAINTAIN THE COMMUNITY'S
AESTHETIC.

BUILDING PerMITS

MOST DECK CONSTRUCTIONS IN HOWARD COUNTY REQUIRE A BUILDING PERMIT. HERE ARE THE STEPS TO FOLLOW:

1. CHeck wITH HowArD CoUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND ZONING: VISIT THEIR WEBSITE OR CONTACT THEM TO UNDERSTAND
THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUR AREA.

2. SUBMIT PLANS: DETAILED PLANS OF YOUR DECK DESIGN MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL. THIS INCLUDES DIMENSIONS,
MATERIALS, AND STRUCTURAL DETAILS.

3. OBTAIN THE PERMIT: ONCE YOUR PLANS ARE APPROVED, YOU CAN OBTAIN THE NECESSARY PERMITS TO BEGIN
CONSTRUCTION.

ZoNING CONSIDERATIONS

ZONING LAWS DICTATE WHERE YOU CAN BUILD YOUR DECK ON YOUR PROPERTY. KEY POINTS TO CONSIDER INCLUDE:

- SETBACK REQUIREMENTS: THESE ARE THE DISTANCES YOUR DECK MUST BE FROM PROPERTY LINES. CHECK THE SPECIFIC
SETBACKS FOR YOUR ZONING DISTRICT.
- HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS: THERE MAY BE LIMITATIONS ON HOW HIGH YOUR DECK CAN BE BUILT, ESPECIALLY IF IT IS ELEVATED.

Deck DesIGN IDEAS

DESIGNING YOUR DECK IS ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING PARTS OF THE PROCESS. HERE ARE SOME POPULAR DESIGN IDEAS:

LAYouTt OPTIONS

1. RECTANGULAR DECKS: THESE ARE THE MOST COMMON AND EASIEST TO BUILD. THEY FIT WELL AGAINST THE HOUSE AND CAN
BE EXTENDED AS NEEDED.

2. MULTI-LEVEL DECKS: IF YOUR YARD HAS VARYING ELEVATIONS, CONSIDER A MULTI-LEVEL DESIGN TO CREATE DISTINCT
AREAS FOR LOUNGING AND DINING.

3. CurVED DEcks: FOrR A MORE UNIQUE LOOK, A CURVED DECK CAN ADD VISUAL INTEREST AND SOFTEN THE LINES OF YOUR
BACKYARD.



FUNCTIONAL FEATURES

- BUILT-IN SEATING: INCORPORATE BENCHES OR BUILT-IN SEATING AREAS TO MAXIMIZE SPACE.

- PLANTERS: RAISED PLANTERS CAN ADD GREENERY AND A NATURAL FEEL TO YOUR DECK.

- PERGOLAS AND AWNINGS: THESE STRUCTURES PROVIDE SHADE AND CAN ENHANCE THE OVERALL DESIGN WHILE CREATING A
COZY ATMOSPHERE.

CHoOSING THE RIGHT MATERIALS

THE CHOICE OF MATERIALS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT THE DURARBILITY AND APPEARANCE OF YOUR DECK. HERE ARE SOME
POPULAR OPTIONS:

\Woob

- PRESSURE- TREATED LUMBER: AFFORDABLE AND WIDELY USED, IT IS TREATED TO RESIST ROT AND INSECTS BUT REQUIRES
REGULAR MAINTENANCE.

- CEDAR AND REDWOOD: THESE WOODS ARE NATURALLY RESISTANT TO DECAY AND OFFER BEAUTIFUL AESTHETICS. HO\X/EVER,
THEY CAN BE MORE EXPENSIVE AND MAY REQUIRE SEALING.

CoMPoOSITE MATERIALS

- CoMPoSITE DECKING: MADE FROM A MIXTURE OF WOOD FIBERS AND PLASTIC, COMPOSITE MATERIALS ARE LOW-MAINTENANCE
AND RESISTANT TO ROT AND FADING. THEY COME IN VARIOUS COLORS AND TEXTURES, MIMICKING THE LOOK OF REAL WOOD.

- PV C DECKING: ANOTHER LOW-MAINTENANCE OPTION, PV C DECKING IS COMPLETELY SYNTHETIC AND RESISTANT TO
MOISTURE, MAKING IT IDEAL FOR WET CLIMATES.

MeTAL AND OTHER MATERIALS

- ALUMINUM DECKING: ALTHOUGH MORE EXPENSIVE, ALUMINUM IS HIGHLY DURABLE AND RESISTANT TO RUST, MAKING IT A LONG-
LASTING OPTION.

- CONCRETE: FOR A MODERN LOOK, CONSIDER A CONCRETE DECK. [T’S INCREDIBLY DURABLE AND CAN BE STAINED OR STAMPED TO
ACHIEVE VARIOUS AESTHETICS.

Deck CONSTRUCTION PROCESS

ONCE YOU’VE SECURED PERMITS AND CHOSEN YOUR DESIGN AND MATERIALS, IT’S TIME TO START BUILDING. HERE’S A SIMPLIFIED
CONSTRUCTION PROCESS:

PREPARATION

1. SITE ASSESSMENT: EVALUATE YOUR YARD TO DETERMINE THE BEST PLACEMENT FOR YOUR DECK.
2. MARK THE AREA: USE STAKES AND STRING TO OUTLINE THE DECK’S PERIMETER.



FOUNDATION AND FRAMING

- FOOTINGS: DIG HOLES FOR YOUR FOOTINGS ACCORDING TO LOCAL CODE REQUIREMENTS. TYPICALLY/ THEY SHOULD EXTEND
BELOW THE FROST LINE.

- INSTALL POSTS: SET YOUR POSTS IN THE FOOTINGS AND ENSURE THEY ARE LEVEL AND PLUMB.

- FrRAME THE Deck: CONSTRUCT THE FRAME USING BEAMS AND JOISTS TO PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR THE DECKING MATERIAL.

DECKING INSTALLATION

- LAY Deck BOARDS: START LAYING THE DECKING BOARDS FROM ONE END AND WORK YOUR WAY TO THE OTHER, SECURING
THEM WITH SCREWS OR HIDDEN FASTENERS.
- FinisHING ToucHEs: Abb RAILINGS, STAIRS, AND ANY ADDITIONAL FEATURES LIKE BUILT-IN SEATING OR PLANTERS.

MAINTAINING YOUR DEcCk

PROPER MAINTENANCE IS ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE THE LONGEVITY OF YOUR DECK. HERE ARE SOME MAINTENANCE TIPS:

ReGULAR CLEANING

- SWEEP REGULARLY: REMOVE LEAVES AND DEBRIS TO PREVENT MOLD AND MILDEW GROWTH.
- W AsH ANNUALLY: USE A DECK CLEANER AND A POWER WASHER TO CLEAN THE SURFACE THOROUGHLY.

SEALING AND STAINING

- SEAL Woob Decks: APPLY A SEALANT EVERY 1-3 YEARS TO PROTECT AGAINST MOISTURE AND UV DAMAGE.
- STAIN AS NEEDED: IF YOUR DECK IS STAINED, REAPPLY THE STAIN EVERY 2-3 YEARS OR AS NEEDED BASED ON WEAR.

INSPECT FOR DAMAGE

- REGULARLY CHECK FOR LOOSE BOARDS, RUSTED FASTENERS, OR SIGNS OF ROT. PROMPTLY REPAIR ANY ISSUES TO PREVENT
FURTHER DAMAGE.

CoNcLUSION

BUILDING A DECK IN HOWARD COUNTY CAN TRANSFORM YOUR OUTDOOR SPACE, PROVIDING A PERFECT VENUE FOR FAMILY
GATHERINGS, SUMMER BARBECUES, OR SIMPLY A QUIET PLACE TO UNWIND. BY UNDERSTANDING LOCAL REGULATIONS, CHOOSING
THE RIGHT MATERIALS, AND COMMITTING TO REGULAR MAINTENANCE, YOU CAN ENSURE THAT YOUR DECK REMAINS A BEAUTIFUL
AND FUNCTIONAL PART OF YOUR HOME FOR YEARS TO COME. WHETHER YOU DECIDE TO TACKLE THE PROJECT YOURSELF OR HIRE
A PROFESSIONAL, THIS GUIDE SHOULD SERVE AS A HELPFUL RESOURCE IN YOUR DECK BUILDING JOURNEY. ENJOY THE PROCESS AND
THE MANY BENEFITS THAT COME WITH HAVING YOUR OWN OUTDOOR RETREAT!



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT Is THE HowArD CouUnTY Deck GUIDE?

THE HowArD CoUNTY Deck GUIDE IS A RESOURCE PROVIDED BY THE HOWARD COUNTY GOVERNMENT THAT OUTLINES THE
REQUIREMENTS, REGULATIONS, AND BEST PRACTICES FOR CONSTRUCTING DECKS IN THE AREA.

Do | NEED A PERMIT TO BUILD A DECK IN HOwWARD COUNTY?

YES/ A PERMIT IS TYPICALLY REQUIRED FOR BUILDING A DECK IN HOWARD COUNTY. IT'S IMPORTANT TO CHECK THE SPECIFIC
REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUR PROJECT WITH THE LOCAL PLANNING DEPARTMENT.

\WHAT ARE THE GENERAL STEPS TO APPLY FOR A DECK PERMIT IN HOWARD COUNTY?

THE GENERAL STEPS INCLUDE FILLING OUT A PERMIT APPLICATION, SUBMITTING PLANS AND DRAWINGS OF THE PROPOSED DECK,
PAYING THE REQUIRED FEES, AND SCHEDULING AN INSPECTION ONCE THE DECK IS BUILT.

\WHAT ARE SOME COMMON REGULATIONS INCLUDED IN THE HowARD CoOUNTY DECk
GuUIDE?

COMMON REGULATIONS INCLUDE SETBACK REQUIREMENTS FROM PROPERTY LINES, HEIGHT LIMITATIONS, AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR
MATERIALS AND STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY.

ARE THERE ANY DESIGN GUIDELINES PROVIDED IN THE HOWARD COUNTY Deck GUIDE?

YES, THE GUIDE INCLUDES DESIGN GUIDELINES TO ENSURE DECKS ARE AESTHETICALLY PLEASING AND COMPATIBLE WITH THE
SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT, INCLUDING RECOMMENDATIONS ON MATERIALS AND STYLES.

How CAN | FIND OUT IF MY PROPERTY IS SUITABLE FOR A DECK?

Y OU CAN CHECK ZONING REGULATIONS AND PROPERTY LINES THROUGH THE HOWARD COUNTY ZONING OFFICE OR BY
CONSULTING WITH A LICENSED CONTRACTOR WHO IS FAMILIAR WITH LOCAL CODES.

\WHAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR HOMEOWNERS LOOKING TO BUILD A DECK IN
HowArD COUNTY?

HoMEoWNERS CAN ACCESS THE HowArD CounTy Deck GUIDE ONLINE, CONSULT WITH THE LOCAL PLANNING DEPARTMENT, AND
SEEK ADVICE FROM LICENSED CONTRACTORS OR ARCHITECTS.

IS THERE A SPECIFIC SIZE LIMIT FOR DECKS IN HOwWARD COUNTY?

YES, THERE ARE SIZE LIMITATIONS THAT VARY BASED ON ZONING REGULATIONS AND PROPERTY SIZE. IT'S BEST TO REFER TO THE
HowArD CoUNTY Deck GUIDE FOR SPECIFIC MEASUREMENTS.
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