how would you determine tier two words for
intentional instruction

How would you determine tier two words for intentional instruction? Understanding tier two
words is essential for educators aiming to enhance vocabulary instruction and improve student
comprehension. Tier two words are high-frequency words that appear in various contexts and are
critical for academic success. These words can significantly enrich students' language skills and
contribute to their overall literacy development. In this article, we will explore the process of
identifying tier two words, the importance of intentional instruction, and effective strategies for
teaching these words in the classroom.

Understanding Tier Two Words

Tier two words are part of a three-tier vocabulary classification system developed by Isabel Beck and
her colleagues. The tiers are defined as follows:

» Tier One: Basic everyday words (e.g., dog, house, happy) that are typically learned in early
childhood.

e Tier Two: High-frequency words that are found across various texts and disciplines (e.qg.,
analyze, determine, complex). These words are crucial for developing academic language.

» Tier Three: Specialized vocabulary related to specific subjects (e.g., photosynthesis, mitosis)
that is less frequently encountered outside of particular fields.

To effectively teach tier two words, educators must first identify which words fall into this category,
ensuring that their instruction is both intentional and impactful.

Identifying Tier Two Words

Determining tier two words involves several steps. Here are key strategies to help educators identify
these essential vocabulary terms:

1. Analyze Texts

Start by examining the texts that students will encounter in their curriculum. Look for words that
appear frequently across different subjects and genres. Here are some tips for analyzing texts:

1. Contextual Relevance: Choose texts that are age-appropriate and relevant to students’ lives.



2. Frequency: Identify words that appear often but are not basic vocabulary.

3. Academic Utility: Focus on words that will enhance students' ability to engage with content
across subjects.

2. Use Word Lists and Resources

Various resources can assist in identifying tier two words. Consider the following:

e Academic Word Lists: Resources like the Academic Word List (AWL) provide a comprehensive
list of high-frequency words used in academic texts.

e Curriculum Guides: Review curriculum frameworks that outline essential vocabulary for
different grade levels.

e Standardized Tests: Analyze vocabulary from standardized assessments to pinpoint
commonly tested tier two words.

3. Collaborate with Colleagues

Engage in discussions with fellow educators to share insights and resources. Collaboration can lead to
a more comprehensive understanding of which tier two words are critical for student success.

4. Consider Student Needs

Take into account the specific needs of your students. This may involve:

e Language Proficiency: Assess the language proficiency levels of your students to select
words that will challenge them without overwhelming them.

e Cultural Relevance: Choose words that are relevant to students' backgrounds and
experiences, making learning more meaningful.

The Importance of Intentional Instruction

Once tier two words are identified, it is crucial to implement intentional instruction. This involves



systematic teaching strategies that promote deep understanding and retention of vocabulary.

1. Provide Explicit Instruction

Explicit instruction is essential for teaching tier two words effectively. This can include:

e Definitions: Provide clear, student-friendly definitions of the words.
e Examples: Use examples in sentences to show how the words function in context.

* Non-examples: Offer non-examples to clarify the meaning and usage of words.

2. Engage in Interactive Activities

Incorporating interactive activities can make learning tier two words more engaging. Consider these
activities:

1. Word Maps: Have students create visual representations of the word, including synonyms,
antonyms, and usage in sentences.

2. Role Play: Encourage students to use tier two words in role-playing scenarios to practice
contextually.

3. Games: Use vocabulary games like charades or word bingo to reinforce learning in a fun way.

3. Foster Word Connections

Encouraging students to make connections between tier two words and their existing knowledge is
crucial. Strategies include:
e Personal Connections: Ask students to share personal experiences related to the word.

e Cross-Curricular Links: Highlight how the word is used in different subjects, reinforcing its
relevance.

e Semantic Mapping: Create semantic maps that show relationships between tier two words
and related concepts.



4. Assess and Reflect

Ongoing assessment is vital to determine if students are grasping the tier two words. Consider:

1. Quizzes and Tests: Use formative assessments to evaluate understanding.
2. Class Discussions: Encourage discussions about the words to assess comprehension.

3. Reflection Journals: Have students write reflections on how they used the words in their own
writing or conversations.

Conclusion

Determining tier two words for intentional instruction is a multifaceted process that requires careful
analysis, collaboration, and reflection. By identifying these high-frequency words and implementing
effective teaching strategies, educators can significantly enhance students' vocabulary and
comprehension skills. Intentional instruction not only aids in academic success but also fosters a love
for language and learning. As teachers continue to prioritize the teaching of tier two words, they
equip students with the linguistic tools necessary to navigate their educational journeys with
confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are tier two words and why are they important for
instruction?

Tier two words are high-frequency words that appear across various subjects and are essential for
academic success. They enhance students' vocabulary and comprehension in reading and writing.

How can teachers identify tier two words in a text?

Teachers can identify tier two words by looking for words that are not commonly used in everyday
conversation but are crucial for understanding the text's meaning and enhancing students' academic
language.

What strategies can be used to select tier two words for
instruction?

Strategies include analyzing academic standards, utilizing word frequency lists, consulting curriculum
guides, and considering words that have multiple meanings or are conceptually rich.



How do tier two words differ from tier one and tier three
words?

Tier one words are basic, everyday vocabulary; tier two words are more complex and used in
academic contexts; tier three words are domain-specific and often related to particular subjects or
fields.

What role do tier two words play in enhancing reading
comprehension?

Tier two words help students make connections between texts and concepts, thereby improving their
overall understanding and ability to engage with more complex materials.

How can tier two words be effectively taught in the
classroom?

Teachers can use direct instruction, context clues, graphic organizers, and engaging activities like
word walls and vocabulary games to help students learn and retain tier two words.

What assessments can help determine students'
understanding of tier two words?

Assessments can include vocabulary quizzes, context-based tests, oral discussions, and writing
assignments that require the use of tier two words in meaningful contexts.
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