
how to write a screenplay in 10 days
How to write a screenplay in 10 days can seem like an impossible task,
especially if you're new to screenwriting or if you have a busy schedule.
However, with the right mindset, a structured plan, and a commitment to your
craft, you can transform your ideas into a script in just ten days. This
article will guide you through a day-by-day plan to help you create a
compelling screenplay without feeling overwhelmed.

Day 1: Concept Development

On the first day, your primary focus should be on developing your
screenplay's concept. This step is crucial as it lays the foundation for the
entire project.

Identify Your Genre

Decide on the genre of your screenplay. Genres help define the tone, pacing,
and audience of your script. Common genres include:

- Drama
- Comedy
- Horror
- Action
- Sci-Fi
- Romance

Brainstorm Ideas

Spend a couple of hours brainstorming ideas. Use the following techniques to
generate inspiration:

- Mind Mapping: Write your central idea in the middle of a page and branch
out with related concepts, themes, and potential characters.
- Free Writing: Set a timer for 15 minutes and write without stopping. Let
your thoughts flow freely without editing.
- Prompts: Use writing prompts to spark your imagination. For example, “What
if a detective discovers a secret that changes everything?”

Choose a Core Idea

From your brainstorming session, select a core idea that excites you the



most. This idea will be the backbone of your screenplay.

Day 2: Character Development

Characters are the driving force of any screenplay. On Day 2, focus on
developing compelling characters.

Protagonist and Antagonist

- Protagonist: Define your main character. What do they want? What are their
strengths and weaknesses?
- Antagonist: Who opposes the protagonist? This character can be a person,
society, or even the protagonist's inner conflict.

Supporting Characters

Create a list of supporting characters that will enrich your story. Consider
their roles and how they interact with the protagonist. Use the following
questions to guide your development:

- What is their relationship with the protagonist?
- What do they want, and how does that conflict with the protagonist's goals?
- How do they contribute to the overall narrative?

Character Arcs

Outline the character arcs for your protagonist and antagonist. A character
arc represents the transformation or growth a character undergoes throughout
the story.

Day 3: Outline Your Story

With your characters in place, it’s time to outline the plot of your
screenplay.

Three-Act Structure

Most screenplays follow the three-act structure:



1. Act One: Setup - Introduce your characters, setting, and conflict.
2. Act Two: Confrontation - The protagonist faces obstacles and challenges.
3. Act Three: Resolution - The climax occurs, and conflicts are resolved.

Scene Breakdown

Create a scene-by-scene outline. Each scene should have a purpose and
contribute to character development or plot progression. Use the following
format:

- Scene Number:
- Setting:
- Characters:
- Purpose:
- Conflict:

This outline will serve as a roadmap for your screenplay.

Day 4: Research and Inspiration

Day 4 is dedicated to research. This step ensures your screenplay is grounded
in reality, even if it’s a fantastical tale.

Gather Resources

- Books: Read books related to your screenplay’s theme or setting.
- Films: Watch movies in your chosen genre to analyze structure, pacing, and
character development.
- Interviews: Look for interviews or articles featuring people who have
experienced situations similar to your characters.

Take Notes

While researching, take detailed notes. Pay attention to:

- Key themes
- Dialogue styles
- Cultural references

This information will help you create a more authentic and relatable
screenplay.



Day 5: Write the First Draft

With your outline and research in hand, it’s time to start writing your first
draft.

Set a Daily Word Count Goal

Determine a manageable word count for each day. A common goal might be 1,000
words, but adjust this based on your writing speed and schedule.

Write Without Editing

During this phase, focus on getting your ideas down on paper. Don’t worry
about grammar, formatting, or perfection. The goal is to complete the first
draft.

Days 6-7: Continue Writing the First Draft

Continue writing your first draft over the next two days. Maintain your
momentum by following these tips:

Eliminate Distractions

Create a conducive writing environment by:

- Turning off notifications on your devices.
- Setting specific writing times.
- Using apps that block distractions.

Stay Committed

Remind yourself of your goal. If you struggle with motivation, consider:

- Setting a timer for short writing sprints.
- Joining a writing group for accountability.
- Rewarding yourself after reaching daily goals.



Day 8: Take a Break

After completing your first draft, take a break on Day 8. This pause will
help you gain perspective when you return to your script.

Reflect on Your Work

Use this time to reflect on what you’ve written. Ask yourself:

- Do the characters feel authentic?
- Is the plot engaging?
- Are the conflict and stakes clear?

Day 9: Revise Your Script

On Day 9, it’s time to revise your screenplay. This step is crucial for
refining your work.

Read Through Your Script

Read your screenplay from start to finish. Take notes on areas that need
improvement, including:

- Pacing
- Character development
- Dialogue

Seek Feedback

Share your script with trusted friends or fellow writers. Encourage them to
provide constructive criticism. Consider their feedback while maintaining
your unique voice.

Make Revisions

Implement the feedback and revise your screenplay. Focus on tightening
dialogue, enhancing character arcs, and ensuring the story flows logically.



Day 10: Final Touches and Formatting

As you approach the finish line, spend Day 10 polishing your screenplay.

Format Your Script

Ensure your screenplay adheres to industry-standard formatting. Use software
like Final Draft, Celtx, or WriterDuet to make formatting easier. Key
elements to include are:

- Scene headings
- Character names
- Dialogue
- Action descriptions

Proofread and Edit

Finally, proofread your screenplay for spelling and grammatical errors. Read
it aloud to catch awkward phrasing or unnatural dialogue.

Prepare for Submission

If you plan to submit your screenplay to contests or agents, create a
compelling logline and synopsis. A logline is a one-sentence summary that
captures the essence of your story.

Conclusion

In just 10 days, you can write a screenplay by following this structured
approach. By dedicating time each day to develop your concept, characters,
and script, you can create a compelling narrative. Remember to stay
committed, seek feedback, and embrace revisions. The journey of screenwriting
is challenging but rewarding, and with perseverance, you can bring your story
to life. Happy writing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first step to writing a screenplay in 10



days?
The first step is to outline your story. Spend a day developing your main
characters, plot structure, and key scenes to create a roadmap for your
screenplay.

How can I stay motivated while writing a screenplay
in such a short time?
Set daily writing goals, create a dedicated writing space, and eliminate
distractions. Consider joining a writing group for support and
accountability.

What should I focus on during the first three days
of writing?
Concentrate on completing the first draft of your screenplay. Aim to write a
set number of pages each day to maintain momentum.

Is it important to edit while writing a screenplay
in 10 days?
It's best to focus on writing the first draft without editing during this
time. Editing can slow you down and disrupt your creative flow, so save it
for after the draft is complete.

How can I improve my dialogue quickly while writing?
Read your dialogue out loud to hear how it sounds. You can also study scripts
from successful films to understand how to write natural and engaging
conversations.

What is a useful tool for formatting my screenplay?
Using screenplay software like Final Draft, Celtx, or WriterDuet can help you
format your screenplay correctly and save time on the technical aspects.

How do I handle writer's block during the 10-day
challenge?
Take short breaks to clear your mind, try writing prompts, or switch to a
different scene. Sometimes stepping away for a moment can reignite your
creativity.

What should I do on the last day of writing my



screenplay?
Use the last day to review and refine your draft. Focus on tightening the
dialogue, enhancing character development, and ensuring your plot flows well.

Can I really write a complete screenplay in 10 days?
Yes, it's possible with dedication and a structured plan. Many writers have
achieved this by committing to their writing schedule and minimizing
distractions.
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