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How to Use Scroll Saw Patterns

Scroll sawing is a delightful woodworking technique that allows you to create intricate designs and
shapes in wood. To achieve these designs, scroll saw patterns are essential tools that guide you
through the cutting process. Whether you're a beginner or a seasoned woodworker, understanding
how to effectively use scroll saw patterns can greatly enhance your projects. This article will delve
into the various aspects of using scroll saw patterns, including selecting the right patterns, preparing
for cutting, the cutting process, and finishing touches.

Understanding Scroll Saw Patterns

Scroll saw patterns are templates that guide you in cutting wood into specific shapes. They can be
found in various forms, including printed templates, digital files, or even hand-drawn designs. Patterns
come in various complexities, from simple shapes for beginners to intricate designs for advanced
users.

Types of Scroll Saw Patterns

1. Printed Patterns: These are typically available in books or online. You can print them out and use
them directly on your wood.

2. Digital Patterns: These are downloadable files that can be used with a cutting machine or printed
out for manual use.

3. Custom Patterns: For those looking to create something unique, you can design your patterns using
graphic design software or even freehand.

4. Stencils: Some patterns come as stencils, which can be traced onto the wood before cutting.

Selecting the Right Scroll Saw Pattern

When embarking on a new project, choosing the right pattern is crucial. Here are some factors to
consider:

Skill Level

- Beginners: Start with simpler patterns that require straight cuts or basic curves.

- Intermediate: As you gain confidence, you can tackle patterns with more intricate details and tighter



curves.

- Advanced: For those with extensive experience, complex patterns that involve multiple layers or
detailed designs are suitable.

Project Purpose

Consider what you want to create. Patterns for functional items like boxes or shelves may differ
significantly from those for decorative pieces.

Wood Type

Different woods have varying characteristics, such as grain and hardness. Select a pattern that
complements the wood you intend to use. For example, softer woods like pine are easier to cut but
may not hold intricate details as well as hardwoods like oak or maple.

Preparing to Use Scroll Saw Patterns

Preparation is key to successful scroll sawing. Here’s a step-by-step guide:

Gather Your Materials

Before starting, ensure you have all necessary materials:

- Scroll Saw: A quality scroll saw with adjustable speed settings.

- Wood: Choose the type and thickness suitable for your project.

- Pattern: Print out or prepare your scroll saw pattern.

- Adhesive: Use spray adhesive or a glue stick to attach the pattern to the wood.

- Cutting Tools: Ensure you have blades suited for your wood type and the intricacy of the pattern.

- Safety Gear: Always wear safety goggles and a dust mask.

Attach the Pattern to the Wood

1. Cut Out the Pattern: If printed, carefully cut out the pattern along the edges.

2. Adhere to Wood: Use a spray adhesive or glue stick to attach the pattern to your wood piece.



Ensure there are no bubbles or wrinkles.

3. Allow to Dry: If using adhesive, let it dry for a couple of minutes to ensure a strong bond.

The Cutting Process

Once your pattern is securely affixed to the wood, it’s time to start cutting.

Setting Up the Scroll Saw

1. Choose the Right Blade: Select a blade appropriate for your project. Thinner blades are ideal for
intricate cuts, while thicker blades work better for straight lines.

2. Adjust the Speed: Set the scroll saw to a speed that suits your cutting needs. Slower speeds allow
for more control, especially on curves.

3. Position the Wood: Place the wood securely on the saw's table, ensuring it’s stable and won’t move
during cutting.

Cutting Techniques

- Start with Straight Cuts: Begin by cutting along straight lines to build your confidence.

- Follow the Pattern: Carefully guide the wood through the blade, following the lines of your pattern.
Take your time, especially with intricate designs.

- Keep Your Hands Safe: Keep your fingers away from the blade and use push sticks or other tools to
guide the wood when necessary.

- Pause When Needed: If you make a mistake or feel uncomfortable, pause and assess the situation.
It’s better to take a break than to rush and make errors.

Dealing with Curves and Intricate Cuts

1. Use Relief Cuts: When working on tight curves, make relief cuts to reduce the amount of wood the
blade must navigate.

2. Turn the Wood: Turn your piece instead of forcing the blade to bend. This will help maintain control
and accuracy.

3. Patience is Key: Intricate designs take time. Don’t rush through the cuts; focus on precision.



Finishing Touches

Once you've completed the cutting, it’s time for the finishing touches.

Removing the Pattern

1. Dissolve the Adhesive: If you used spray adhesive, it can often be removed with warm water and a
cloth. For glue sticks, simply peel it off gently.

2. Sand the Edges: Use sandpaper to smooth any rough edges and remove any remaining adhesive
residue. Start with a coarser grit and progress to finer grits for a polished finish.

Final Finishing Options

1. Stain or Paint: Depending on your design, you may want to apply a wood stain or paint to enhance
the appearance.

2. Seal the Wood: Finish with a wood sealer to protect your piece from moisture and wear.

3. Add Hardware: If your project is functional, consider adding hinges, handles, or other hardware as
needed.

Conclusion

Using scroll saw patterns can open up a world of creative possibilities in woodworking. By selecting
the right pattern, preparing adequately, and mastering the cutting techniques, you can produce
beautiful and intricate designs. Remember, practice makes perfect, so don’t be discouraged by initial
challenges. Enjoy the process, and soon you’ll be crafting unique pieces that showcase your skills and
creativity. Happy scrolling!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are scroll saw patterns and how are they used?
Scroll saw patterns are templates used to guide the saw for cutting intricate shapes in wood or other
materials. They help ensure accuracy and consistency in the final product.

Where can I find free scroll saw patterns?
Free scroll saw patterns can be found on various woodworking websites, forums, and social media
groups. Many craft blogs also offer downloadable patterns.



How do I transfer a scroll saw pattern onto wood?
To transfer a scroll saw pattern onto wood, you can use carbon paper, trace the design directly with a
pencil, or print the pattern on adhesive paper and stick it to the wood.

What type of wood is best for scroll saw patterns?
Softwoods like pine, cedar, or basswood are great for beginners due to their ease of cutting.
Hardwoods can also be used for more detailed designs but may require more effort.

What are some tips for cutting intricate patterns with a scroll
saw?
To cut intricate patterns, use a fine blade for detailed work, take your time, and make small,
controlled movements. It's also helpful to cut from the inside out when possible.

How do I maintain my scroll saw for optimal use?
To maintain your scroll saw, regularly check and replace the blades as needed, clean the saw to
remove dust and debris, and ensure all parts are lubricated and functioning properly.

Can I create my own scroll saw patterns?
Yes, you can create your own scroll saw patterns by drawing designs on paper, using graphic design
software, or modifying existing patterns to suit your needs.

What safety precautions should I take when using a scroll
saw?
Always wear safety goggles, keep your hands away from the blade, and ensure the saw is properly
set up. Additionally, make sure to work in a well-lit area and avoid loose clothing.
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