
how to uninstall dropbox on mac
How to uninstall Dropbox on Mac is a common question among users who may want to remove
the cloud storage application from their devices. Whether you’re looking to free up space, switch to a
different service, or simply no longer need Dropbox, the uninstallation process is straightforward. In
this article, we'll walk you through the necessary steps to completely uninstall Dropbox from your
Mac, ensuring that all associated files are removed.

Understanding Dropbox and Its Impact on Your Mac

Before diving into the uninstallation process, it’s worth considering what Dropbox does on your Mac.
Dropbox is a cloud storage service that allows you to store files online and synchronize them across
multiple devices. While it’s a fantastic tool for many users, there may come a time when you decide
to uninstall it.

Regardless of your reasons, it is vital to understand that uninstalling Dropbox does not delete the files
stored in your Dropbox account online. They will remain accessible through the Dropbox website or
any other devices where Dropbox is installed.

Steps to Uninstall Dropbox on Mac

The process of uninstalling Dropbox from your Mac can be accomplished through various methods.
Below, we outline the most effective approaches:

Method 1: Uninstalling via the Finder

One of the simplest ways to uninstall Dropbox on your Mac is to use the Finder application. Here’s
how to do it:

Close Dropbox:1.

Locate the Dropbox icon in the menu bar at the top of your screen.

Click on the icon, then select the gear icon.

From the dropdown menu, choose "Quit Dropbox." This ensures that the application is not
running while you attempt to uninstall it.

Open Finder:2.



Click on the Finder icon in your Dock (the smiley face icon).

Go to the Applications folder:3.

In the Finder sidebar, click on "Applications." This will display all the applications installed
on your Mac.

Locate Dropbox:4.

Scroll through the list of applications until you find "Dropbox." You can also use the search
bar in the top-right corner of the Finder window.

Move Dropbox to Trash:5.

Right-click (or Control-click) on the Dropbox application.

Select "Move to Trash" from the context menu.

Empty the Trash:6.

Right-click on the Trash icon in your Dock and select "Empty Trash" to permanently
remove Dropbox from your Mac.

Method 2: Using the Dropbox Uninstaller

If you prefer a more guided approach, Dropbox provides an uninstaller that can be used to remove
the application and its associated files. Follow these steps:

Download the Dropbox Uninstaller:1.

Visit the Dropbox website and search for the uninstaller tool.

Download the uninstaller file to your Mac.



Run the Uninstaller:2.

Locate the uninstaller file in your Downloads folder.

Double-click on the uninstaller file to run it.

Follow the on-screen instructions to complete the uninstallation.

Removing Additional Dropbox Files

After uninstalling Dropbox, there may still be residual files left on your Mac. To ensure a thorough
cleanup, follow these steps:

Check for Dropbox Configuration Files

Configuration files and application data may remain even after you have uninstalled the application.
To remove these files:

Open Finder and click on "Go" in the menu bar.1.

Select "Go to Folder..." from the dropdown menu.2.

Type in the following paths one at a time and check if any Dropbox-related files exist:3.

~/Library/Application Support/Dropbox

~/Library/Preferences/com.dropbox.plist

~/Library/Caches/com.dropbox

~/Library/Logs/Dropbox

~/Library/WebKit/com.dropbox

If you find any files or folders related to Dropbox, move them to the Trash.4.



Removing Dropbox from System Preferences

If you have integrated Dropbox into your System Preferences, you may want to remove it from there
as well:

Click on the Apple icon in the top-left corner of your screen.1.

Select "System Preferences" from the dropdown menu.2.

Look for "Extensions" or "Internet Accounts" depending on your macOS version.3.

If you see Dropbox listed, select it and click the minus (-) button to remove it.4.

Final Thoughts

Uninstalling Dropbox on your Mac is an easy process that can be completed in just a few steps.
Whether you choose to remove it through Finder or use the official uninstaller, ensuring that all
related files are deleted helps prevent clutter on your system.

Remember that while uninstalling the application removes it from your Mac, your files stored in
Dropbox will remain safe in the cloud. If you ever decide to return, you can download and install
Dropbox again with ease.

If you encounter any issues during the uninstallation process or have further questions, consider
visiting the Dropbox support page for more detailed assistance. With this guide, you should now feel
confident in your ability to uninstall Dropbox on your Mac effectively!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first step to uninstall Dropbox on a Mac?
The first step is to quit the Dropbox application if it is running. You can do this by right-clicking the
Dropbox icon in the menu bar and selecting 'Quit Dropbox'.

Can I uninstall Dropbox using the Finder on my Mac?
Yes, you can uninstall Dropbox using the Finder. Open Finder, go to the 'Applications' folder, locate
Dropbox, and drag it to the Trash.

Are there any leftover files after uninstalling Dropbox on a



Mac?
Yes, some configuration files may remain in your user library. You can remove them by going to
Finder, pressing 'Command + Shift + G', and entering '~/Library/Application Support/Dropbox' to
delete the folder.

How do I ensure that Dropbox is completely removed from my
Mac?
To ensure Dropbox is completely removed, uninstall the application, delete the associated files in the
library, and empty the Trash.

Is there a command line method to uninstall Dropbox on Mac?
Yes, you can use Terminal to uninstall Dropbox by executing the command 'rm -rf
~/Applications/Dropbox.app' followed by 'rm -rf ~/Library/Application\ Support/Dropbox'.

What if I want to reinstall Dropbox after uninstalling it?
If you want to reinstall Dropbox, simply download the latest version from the official Dropbox website
and follow the installation instructions.
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